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Editor welcome. 



So, winter seems to be here, the roads are covered in 
sludge and salt, and most of my motorcycles are securely 
tucked away, waiting patiently for 2015's riding season to 
be upon us. 

This time of year always used to be quiet, with nothing 
really feeling like it got going again until perhaps Bristol 
in February. Now though, we have shows and events 
pretty much all year round, though December does, for 
the most part, still seem to be relatively date free. 

It used to be the time to try and get prepared for the 
following season... but now, Tve realised Tm already 
behind with regard to 2015's plans! 

1 have begun to formulate some exciting plans, 
however. There is of course the roster of must-do events 
to take into account, and Tm hoping to ride in the 
Sunbeam Club's Pioneer Run next year, too, for the first 
time in something like 10 years. 

During the course of 2014, weVe undertaken some 
really good, interesting things. Among those that stand out 
for me is the day when we managed to get half a dozen 
people to have what is most likely a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to have a try on the Matchless G50CSR. 

And while it was great to enable those people to try the 
fabulous rarity, really, for all bar one of them, it was quite 


well within their comfort zone. So, next year Tm hoping 
to organise something in a similar vein, though perhaps 
with something slightly more 'challenging' to ride. 

It'll be something a bit more difficult to handle, but 
nothing like as much of a handful as the BRS Norton, as 
shown on this page and featured on page 64. That really 
was way out of my comfort zone and it was really 
flattering when 1 was talking to owner Derek the other 
day, and he said; "It was really good to see you get the 
hang of it..." Well, at least 1 fooled him! In all seriousness, 
though, 1 did work it out to a degree, though I'm still not 
sure quite how I'd cope on the road - but to me, that 
challenge is part of the interest and appeal. 

1 realised many years ago 1 was never going to be a road 
racing or motocross champion, so 1 have to find my two- 
wheeled challenges in other ways - and that's perhaps 
why 1 love riding old motorcycles, as they (from a low 
powered Bantam to an overpowered veteran, through 
underbraked parallel twins to ill handling plunger- framed 
big singles) offer a challenge, but one that is achievable 
and immensely satisfying to master... to a degree anyway! 

JAMES ROBINSON 
Editor 
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Classic archive | National Children’s Day 


f 

A grand day out, 

September 1 924 

Words: MICHAEL BARRACLOUGH 


T he National 

Children's Day of 
1924 was a truly 
special event for 
underprivileged 
children all over the 
country, and 

particularly those who were cultivating 
(or had already cultivated) an affinity for 
motorcycles and motorcars. 

The event itself has grown and 
changed over the years, hut the cause 
was just as poignant and hard-fought 
then as it is now. 

Motorcycle cluhs up and down the 
country took part in the National 
Children's Day revelry, with the owners 
of sidecar outfits and motorcars lending 
aid to the Auto Cycle Union (ACU) as 
they did their part to ensure the day was 
as enjoyable and memorable as possible 
for all the children involved. 

The ACU decided that it would 
organise a number of excursions to the 
countryside, where children who had 
been deprived of even some of the most 
basic home comforts could enjoy some 
genuine leisure time - a rarity, even in 
the inter- war years. The role of 
motorcycling in this endeavour was 
essential; the sidecar outfit and motorcar 
owners were to be the chauffeurs that 
would bear the excited children. This 
photograph was taken in the centre of 
Keighley, where 150 children were 
treated to a day out in the surrounding 
countryside - they certainly look rather 
pleased about it! 

Some of the other cities which the ACU 
outlined for its children's day included 
London, Birmingham, Scarborough, 
Ipswich and Sheffield, among others. 

The order of proceedings for the London 
excursion involved a flotilla of sidecar 
outfits pulling into Eagling Row - a 
typically deprived East End area in 1924 - 
to find hundreds of eager children 
waiting to be swept off for a day in the 
English countryside. 

The children were whisked away to 
Harpenden Common, where they spent 


an afternoon picking blackberries as well 
as enjoying a host of other activities. The 
kids received treats to take home with 
them, which included flowers, buns and 
chocolates, and ensured that they near- 
deafened their chauffeurs with their 
combined cries of thank you and farewell 
when they returned to the East End. 

At Coventry, 1500 children were taken 
for an afternoon at Stoneleigh Deer Park 
where 70 sidecars, along with a fair few 
motorcars and even a lorry or two, were 
volunteered along with their riders to 
help transport the children. In Kendal, 
100 children were ushered away for the 
day, in Selby a further 250, and in 
Redditch 300 children got to explore the 
surrounding countryside. 

The event (or events, as the festivities 
spanned the whole country) took place 
in mid September and received some 
positive coverage in The Motor Cycle. 

A month later the same magazine 
published a letter from a Mr H P E 
Harding, chairman of the touring 
committee of the ACU, expressing his 
gratitude to the many hundreds of 
motorcycle and sidecar outfit owners 
who gave their time to help out on 
National Children's Day. Mr Harding also 
wrote to Motor Cycling to offer his thanks 
for its equally generous amount of 
coverage of the event. According to Mr 
Harding's heartfelt missive, nearly 10,000 
children were rescued from their 
hardships and allowed to enjoy a day free 
of their usual daily struggles. 

Also in Mr Harding's letter was a 
heartening footnote about how though 
many sidecar outfit owners and motorcar 
owners officially volunteered, providing 
their name, address and how many 
children their transport could convey, 
many more simply turned up with their 
machines and helped out. Such devotion 
to the cause is extremely admirable, as 
I'm sure you'll agree, and many more 
children got to enjoy themselves with 
their friends thanks to the chivalrous 
actions of these motorcar and sidecar 
outfit owners. 



MORTONS ARCHIVE 

You can purchase this image at www.mortonsarchive.com 
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NewsSEvents 

EDITED BY JAMES ROBINSON 


New year, new start, 
Newark Bike Show 


Motorcycle enthusiasts will be given an early 
chance to set themselves and their 
machines up for 2015's riding, as Newark 
Showground once again hosts its now 
traditional New Year motorcycle event. 

Taking place on the weekend of January 
3-4, the Carole Nash Classic Bike Guide 
Winter Classic features trade stands and 
autojumble stalls throughout the venue's 
halls offering all manner of parts, pieces, 
tools and accessories. 


Providing the entertainment will 
be three times British Superbike 
champion John Reynolds, with the former 
Suzuki man sharing stories from his 
glittering career on stage with 
commentator Steve Plater. Reynolds, 
who hails from Nottinghamshire, will 
also be signing autographs and 
presenting awards. 

Adult tickets start at just £7 and under- 
12s can enjoy free admission. 





I D E V_ 


January3-4 201 ^ 


Newark 


^ET HOTLINE: 01 


NMM 30th anniversary raffle draw 


The National Motorcycle Museum's 30th anniver- 
sary raffle draw took place on November 1, and 
three very lucky people walked away with some 
fabulous prizes. 

The highly- coveted top prize was a 1951 Series 
C Vincent Rapide, which was won by Sharon Law. 

Museum director James Hewing stated: "We are 
so pleased that the Vincent has been won by 
Sharon, who lives in a real classic motorcycling 
household. Sharon and husband Martin already 
own two very nice BSAs and are true enthusiasts'! 

Second prize was a 1952 BSA D1 Bantam, which 
was won by Rachel Daynes of Wales, and third 
prize was a luxury 'classic' weekend break for two 
people, the recipient of which was Matthew 
Williams of Lancashire. 



Lucky winner Sharon Laws, with her Vincent prize. 


Harris collection to be auctioned 


Following the recent news of an 
impressive assortment of early 
consignments to January's 
auction, Bonhams has 
announced the addition of 
another renowned collection, 
that of Herb Harris. 

The Herb Harris Collection of 
Texas has long been 
synonymous with the finest 
in classic British motorcycles, 
particularly Vincent HRD. 

It was Harris who discovered 
and lovingly restored the 


famous Rollie Free 'Bathing 
Suit' Vincent. 

Motorcycles consigned from 
this collection include the 1946 
Vincent 'IX' Rapide B 
Prototype, the first postwar 
Vincent produced and the first 
series B Rapide ever created, 
and the 1954 Vincent Black 
Prince prototype, which was the 
very first created of this avant- 
garde model. 

Details from 
www.bonhams.com 



ROBIN BARK 
MOTOR ART 

Robin Bark has spent much 
of his life drawing, painting 
or restoring old motorcycles. 
Now, after an extensive 
career in graphics and 
teaching at college and 
university level, he has 
returned to his greatest 
passion - the creation of art 
based around motorcycling. 

Robin's projects include 
'Man and Machine,' a 
motorcycle sculpture 
outlining how mankind has 
always searched for more 
speed. Other special pieces 
include a signed sculpture of 
Paul Smart riding to victory 
at Imola, 1972, in his famous 
knee-out style. 

More information can be 
found by visiting Robin's 
website at http://robinbark- 
motorart. com 
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■ LAKELAND BOXING 
DAY EXTRAVAGANZA 


Motoring enthusiasts 
are being invited to a 
Boxing Day celebration at 
the Lakeland Motor 
Museum. 

Located at the southern 
tip of Lake Windermere, the 
attraction with be hosting a 
Classic Drive and Ride in 
Day on December 26. 

There is no need to book 
and there is plenty of free 
parking for owners to 
display their machines. 
Participating drivers and 
their passengers will also 
receive vouchers for 
half-price admission to the 
museum 
itself; which 
is usually £8 
for adults 

S'or Ldheland 

children. Iflotor IHUSCUIII 



Harrogate auction 

Bonhams' auction at the Yorkshire Event Centre on November 12, 
2014, had a good selection of motorcycles, including a 17-strong 
collection of late 1970s and early 1980s lapanese machines, 16 of 
which sold for strong prices. 

Among the highlights for enthusiasts of earlier machines was this 
lovely 1937 Sunbeam Model 9A, which sold for strong money at 
£10,580, with taxes to add. 

Another Sunbeam, a late vintage Model 9/90 (and other models!) 
'bitsa' was about fair at around £6325 as it needed work, with a 
racing trim Excelsior Manxman £12,650 and a Douglas 90 Plus 
£13,455. All prices have taxes to add. Visit www.bonhams.com 


■ MECUM IN VEGAS 
Mecum's Las Vegas 
sale, on January 8-10, 
2015; will consist of 750 
motorcycles, including 
the E J Cole collection. 
The sale will be held at 
the South Point Casino 
and Exhibit Hall, Las 
Vegas. Details from 
www.mecum.com or -i-l 
(262) 2755050. 




WIN a Bari 

Internation 
Bike Jacke 


Barbour has long been regarded as one of the finest 
manufacturers of motorcycling attire on the market, 
with a long and rich history, which started in 1894, in 
the Market Place in South Shields. 

Motorcycle clothing was first introduced in the early 
1930s and in the 1957 ISDT, 97% of competitors wore 
Barbour. The firm, which remains family owned, 
moved to a new factory in Simonside, South Shields 
in 1981. 

A new, sand-coloured Barbour International Bike 
Jacket from its Authentic Motorcycle Collection, as 
sported by the editor this riding 
season, can be yours if you provide an answer to the 
following question: 

WHERE IS BARBOUR LOCATED? 

A South Shields 
B Gum Shields 
C Eorce Eields 

The Barbour International Bike Jacket has a 
standard retail price of £349. Visit www.barbour.com 


MOTORCYCLE CLOTHING SINCE 1936. 

Answers on the form (right) or visit 
www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk, where you can 
also read the full terms and conditions. Closing 
date is January 10, 2015. 


[ 

I Complete this form and 

I return to The Classic 
I MotorCycle Barbour 
1 Competition, Mortons Media 
1 Group, PO Box 99, Horncastle 
j LN9 6LZ. Photocopied forms 
I are acceptable 
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I AD B □ CD 
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I 

I Address. 
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Postcode 
Email 


I Telephone. 


Only tick this box if you do not wish to tgcgivo 
} information from Mortons Media Group regard- 
I ing or relating to current offers of products or 
} services (including discounted subscription of- 
I fers) via email/post/phone □ 

I On occasion Mortons Media Group Ltd may per- 
I mit third parties, that we deem to be reputable, 
j to contact you by email/post/phone/fax regard- 
I ing information relating to current offers of 
I products or services which we believe may be 
I of interest to our readers. If you wish to receive 
} such offers please tick this box □ 
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i 
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News*^Events 


Book review 

Noel's books are just the thing 



-A STUPIDTHII^G 

• ^ to.doj , 

V, -T ; 


A Stupid Thing to Do! 

A meander up and down 
England and Scotland by an old 
bloke on an even older bike. 

An Alpine Thing to Do! 

A jaunt through the French 
mountains by an old bloke on 
an even older bike. 

Author: Noel Whittall 
Distributor: York Publishing 
Services Ltd., 64 Hallfield 
Road, Layerthorpe, York Y031 
7ZQ. Tel.: 01904 431213. 

Email: orders@yps- 
publishing.co.uk 
Both books soft back 
(laminated), 160mm x 
215mm, 149 pages, 22 
photographs; 

157 pages, 44 photographs 
ISBN 978-1-908037-14-5 ISBN 
978-1-908037-26-8 


£10 £ 12.95 

Never one to do things by 
halves, when 73-year-old Noel 
Whittall suffered a heart attack, 
he was flying at over 1000ft, 
piloting his own paraglider. 

After a long recovery period 
he was advised to keep active to 
improve his health - perhaps 
some light work in the potting 
shed or maybe a trip down to 
the shops on a motability 
scooter? Not the sort of activity 
Noel had in mind. He dug out 
his belt-driven 1918 Triumph 
550cc Model H and embarked 
at short notice (with no back- 
up and very little planning) on 
the 'End to End Run' - the 
journey from his home in 
Leeds to fohn o'Groats, down to 
Land's End and back to Leeds. 
In all Noel covered around 2000 
miles with the Triumph 
impressively averaging 
over lOOmpg. 

This Model H was one of 
30,000 made for the War Office 
for use by dispatch riders in the 
First World War. Christened by 
the DRs as the 'Trusty 
Triumph,' it had a 550cc side 
valve engine with a three -speed 
gearbox, a rim rear brake and a 
stirrup brake at the front "of a 
pattern normally found on old- 
time vicar's bicycles." 


This is the story of Noel's 
battle against the elements, the 
traffic and mechanical 
tribulations, but it is also a 
humorous story of his joy of 
meeting fellow travellers, locals 
and motorcycle enthusiasts, at 
being close to nature and 
having the time to philosophise 
about the state of the world. 

Several years passed and after 
winning a prestigious award in 
the VMCC's Banbury Run, what 
other challenges were there for 
an old bloke on a near 100-year- 
old machine? What about a trip 
to Europe? What about a ride 
over real mountains? 

This is the story of Whittall's 
ride over the Route des 
Grandes Alpes, the spectacular 
tourist trail from Lake Geneva 
to the Mediterranean Sea, via 
the highest passes in France. 
Noel rode 'H' (as the machine 
is referred to) in both 
directions - and threw in a lap 
of the Monaco Grand Prix 
circuit for a good measure. 
Noel's powers of observation 
and recall of his epic journeys 
are astounding and his dry wit 
and command of the English 
language make for a highly 
recommended read. 

Jonathan Hill 


Tiernan 

calendar 


The theme for Andy Tiernan's 
2015 calendar is 
unusual/eccentric classics, as 
ever illustrated by the fabulous 
talents of Nick Ward. The 
calendar is in memory of David 
'Beret' Berry, with all proceeds 
going to the East Anglian Air 
Ambulance. Obtain a copy by 
sending a cheque payable to the 
East Anglian Air Ambulance for 


£10 (this includes postage) to 
Andy Tiernan Classics - 
Calendar, The Old Railway 
Station, Station Road, 
Framlingham, Woodbridge, 
Suffolk IP13 9EE. 

Overseas customers should 
email andybuysbikes@aol.com 



Andy 

Tiernan 

Calendar 

2015 


Handy visor cleaners 



These handy wipes are great should you need to clean 
your helmet and visor on the go. I keep a sachet 
in my jacket pocket and use it when I 
stop off for a cup of tea on my 
weekend jaunt. Simply 
wipe the wet wipe across 
the surface and then buff 
with the clean dry tissue 
included. If it's really 
stubborn dirt, lay the wipe over 
and let it soak in. They work out 
at 80p a clean, so not the 
cheapest option, however, they are 
convenient when you're out and 
about and can usually do more than 
one helmet, so good news for your 
friends. 

RRP: £7.99 (10 x sachets) 
www.sdocl00.co.uk 

Carli Ann Smith 


Ixion Run 2015 

The 5th Ixion Cavalcade will take place on May 10 (not on March 5 
as specified in last month's issue) 2015. The location for the start of 
the event is St Barnabas' Church, Sea Road, Bexhill-on-Sea. The 
cavalcade is scheduled to start at 9:30am and onwards. 


Norton Owners Club 
2015 calendar 


The 2015 Norton Owners Club Calendar is 
now available to purchase. The calendar 
features 12 full colour A3 pages of Norton 
motorcycles both old and not so old. 

The retail price of the calendar stands at 
£10 (EU £12.80) including VAT and 
postage. Calendars are available to order 
online at www.nortonownersclub.org, or 
via post from NOC Calendars, 2 River 
Drove, School Lane, Stoke Ferry, King's 
Lynn PE33 9QL. 
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THE LAS VEGAS 

VIEWING 

For information on telephone, 

MOTORCYCLE 

7 January, 9am-6pm 

absentee or internet bidding, 
please contact: 

AUCTION 


+1 (323) 436 5470 

Thursday 8 January, 10am 

Bally’s Las Vegas Hotel and Casino 


+44 (0)8700 273 616 
motorcycles. us@bonhams . com 





1938 BROUGH SUPERIOR SSI 00 

1963 NORTON BEART MANX 

C.1913 INDIAN MODEL E 7HP TWIN 

Without Reserve 



From a prominent private collection 

1972 HARLEY-DAVIDSON XR-750 

1988 DUCATI 851 TRICOLORE 


Bonhams 


bonhams.com/vegas 

©2014 Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers Corp. All rights reserved. Bond No. 57BSBGL0808 


News*^Events 


WIN a new 

Commando 

Following on from the last raffle, National Motorcycle Museum 
director James Hewing has announced; “In keeping with museum 
founder the late W R (Roy) Richards' love of British engineering, we 
have purchased a brand new Norton Commando 961 Cafe Racer 
(includes special paintwork and high specification factory extras, 
total value £18,000) to he the first prize in our winter raffle." 

Second prize is a 1958 BSA C12 250cc, fully restored in the 
museum's workshop, with third prize a luxury 'classic' weekend 
break for two people, www.windmillvillagehotel.co.uk 
Tickets can be obtained via the museum on 01675 444123 
or email shop@thenmm.co.uk ^ 



Dick Standing (1936-2014) 


Well-known VMCC and Gold 
Star Owners Club member 
Dick Standing died on 
October 24, 2014. 

Dick started motorcycle 
racing on the UK mainland 
before graduating to both the 
Manx Grand Prix and the loM 
TT. He was a skilled mechanic 
who played a large part in the 
engine rebuild of Brooklands' 
Wicksteed Triumph. 

Alan Turner 



Dick Standing with the 
Brookiands 'biown’ Triumph. 



THE WAY WE WERE IN 

JANUARY 


1965 

What drives 5000-plus 
enthusiasts, travelling on over 
2000 solo motorcycles and 
outfits, to spend a weekend 
under canvas, in freezing 
conditions, at the famous 
Nurburgring in the German 
Eifel Mountains, for the annual 
Elephant Rally? 

In fact, riding to 1964's 
Elephant Rally was a breeze in 
comparison with previous years, 
just endless torrential rain, and 
then as the last arrivals pitched 
their tents, the snow arrived! 

Tales of derring-do abounded, 
including a pair of hardy lads 
from the Conway Club, Lawrie 
Irving and Tiger Roberts, who 
experienced a series of 
punctures by the time they 
covered the 80 miles to 
Birmingham. Undaunted, they 
rang TT sidecarist Fred Hanks at 
his shop at Sam for a tube for 
their Norton 650SS outfit. Fred 
duly obliged. 

1915 

Despite the arctic conditions, 24 
starters set off from The Clifton 
Hotel, Bristol for Land's End via 
Exeter, Bodmin and Penzance 
for the Bristol MCC's 24 hour 
return run to Land's End. 

1940 


No more drama, until they hit 
Brussels with Tiger driving, and 
hit something they did - a lady 
driver's car with the sidecar 
nose trapping Lawrie's feet. As 
the expletives rang out the lady 
uttered 'I'm so glad you speak 
English!' With their sidecar 
patched up with a sugar bag, 
they made the Eifel Mountains 
to join in the fun. 

Riders travelled from the four 
corners of Europe for 
comradeship and their lap of 
the famous circuit as part of a 
two mile long night-time 
convoy of motorcycles. 

Colin Bembridge, a one- 
armed motorcyclist, had 
steered his Ariel Square Four 
outfit from the UK with, for 
much of the route, his mate's 
machine at the end of a tow 
rope behind his plot. On 
Sunday morning, rally entrants 
set off across Europe for home 
and another cold ride. 


Included among the 12 finishers 
who completed the 407 mile 
round trip were the works 
Douglas solos of Ted Kickham 
and FG Ball, along with a 4hp 
outfit driven by Walter Moore. 



Off-road giants volume three 


Andy Westlake's third volume 
of Off-Road Giants is due to be 
published by Veloce on 
December 12, 2014. 

This new book features 
another 16 former scrambles 
and trials stars from the 'golden 
era' of off-road motorcycle 
sport. Contact Andy direct on 
01364 644559 or by email at 
andrewwestlake@yahoo.co.uk, 
cost is £25 -I- £3.50 P&P. 


After dragging its feet, the 
Government's petroleum 
department increased petrol 
rations for motorcyclists: 
Autocycles and under 250cc 
motorcycles were now granted 

1990 

Another link with the past ended 
with the death of Eddie Withers 
on January 29, 1990. Eddie joined 
Douglas in 1925 to work 
alongside Freddie Dixon, Rex 
Judd and Cyril PuUin. Later, he 


two gallons per month in half 
gallon units and over 250cc 
motorcycles, outfits and three- 
wheelers were granted three 
gallons per month in the form 
of a single coupon. 


opened the Douglas shop of 
Withers of West Norwood Ltd 
and in 1954 he formed Withers 
Industrial Trucks in the Midlands 
to manufacture and market 
Douglas Industrial Trucks. 

Richard Rosenthal 
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THE SPRING 
STAFFORD SALE 

The International 
Classic Motorcycle Show 

Sunday 26 April 2015 
Stafford 

Entries now invited 


Single family ownership since 1959; 
seven-year restoration to concours standard 

1939 VINCENT-HRD 998CC 
SERIES-A RAPIDE 
£220,000 - 260,000 

1938 BROUGH SUPERIOR 11-50HP 
SHOW MODEL 
£30,000 - 40,000 

1930 SCOTT SPRINT SPECIAL 
£10,000-14,000 


For details of how to take part please 
contact our London office or visit 
bonhams.com/motorcycles 
to submit an online seller request. 

ENQUIRIES 
Motorcycles (London) 

+44 ( 0)20 8963 2817 
motorcycles@bonhams.com 

CATALOGUE 

+44 ( 0 ) 1666 502 200 
subscriptions@bonhams.com 




Bonhams 


bonhams.com/motorcycles 




YOUR EVENT SHOULD BE HERE 

The Classic MotorCycle is anxious to learn all about your motorcycle related events. 

Contact us at The Classic MotorCycle, Mortons Media Ltd, Diary Listings, 

PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ or email obmfreeads(5)mortons.co.uk 



DECEMBER 2014 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2 
Highland Classic MCC, Club Meeting, 
www.highlandclassicmotorcycleclu 
b. org.uk 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 
Rufforth Park Autojumble. Rufforth 
Park, Wetherby Road, Rufforth, York 
Y023 3QH. 07713 164848. 
www.rufforthautojumble.com 
Southern Classic Off Road Show & 
Auto jumble. EGP Enterprises 01344 
883961, mobile 07796 136203. 
www.egp-enterprises.co.uk Email. 
ericegpatterson@btinternet.com 
Southern Classic Off Road & Racing 
Show & Bike Jumble. Kempton Park 
Racecourse TW16 5AQ. EGP 
Enterprises. Tel. 01344 883961. 
Email. 

ericegpatterson@btinternet.com 
www.egp-enterprises.co.uk 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9 OR 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16 
Highland Classic MCC, Christmas 
Meal TBC. www.highlandclassicmo- 
torcycleclub.org.uk 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1 1 
TO BE CONFIRMED The Scottish 
Classic Motorcycle Club (SCMC) 
Christmas Meal. Contact John 
Hyman 01382 643083 for details. 


LE Velo (Lancs & S Lakes), 11 for 12, 
Barton Grange Garden Centre & 
Marina, Brock. 01772 782516. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 
Wetherby Auto jumble. 07931 
770494. Email: 

andy@ukmotorbikehire. co.uk 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 
'Normous Newark, Newark 
Showground, Nottinghamshire 


NG24 2NY. 01507 529470. Email: 
rgraham@mortons. co.uk 
WWW. classiebikeshows. com 
Christmas Hamper Run, 
Roundswell Filling Station 
Barnstaple. Taw & Torridge Classic 
Bike Club. Dave 01271 343573. 
VMCC (Dorset) Christmas Run and 
Dinner, Leigh. Rod Hann 01935 
872528 


VMCC (Essex) End of Season Run, 
Writtle Green, nr Chelmsford. 10.30 
for 11. Mike Plant 01621 779569. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 
Scorton Giant Auto/Bilce Jumble, 
North Yorkshire Events Centre, DLIO 
6EH. Bert 07909 904705. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27 
Lincoln Autojumble. Hangar 
number one, Hemswell DN21 5TJ. 
07816 291544 


(^GIANT AUTO a BIKE JUMBLE 

SCORTON - North Yorkshire Events Centre DLIO 6EH 

5 mins off A1 at Catterick, B1263 Catterick to Teeside road 
- 1 mile east of Scorton - Starts Tam 


UNDERCOVER & OUTSIDE 


EVERY THIRD 
SATURDAY OF 
EVERY MONTH 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 20 
SATURDAY JANUARY 17 

ADMISSION £3.00 • PITCHES FROM £12 
A MASSIVE 10 ACRE SITE OF AUTO AND BIKE JUMBLE 
INSIDE AND OUT 

AMPLE PARKING - EXCEUENT REFRESHMENTS 

CALL BERT ON 07909 904705 




AJS & Matchless 
Owners Club 


Telephone 
01536 511532 


MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
TECHNICAL HELPLINE 
PARTS SERVICE 
DVLA APPROVED DATING 
MEMBERS DISCOUNT 
SCHEME 
RALLIES AND RUNS 
CLUB FORUM 


Unit 3, Telford Way Industrial Estate, 
Kettering, Northants NN16 8PT 


visit us at www.jampot.com 


f E.G.P. (§) 
" Enterprises 


MOTORCYCLE JUMBLES 

Kempton Park Racecourse 
TW16 5AQ(J1 off M3) 

KEMPTON PARK 
MOTORCYCLE 
JUMBLE 
SAT. 24^^ JAN 2015 



Admission; Adult £6. Child/Over 65 £5 
Gates open at 9.30am 
Food & Refreshments available - 
Free car park 
Selling your bike? 

Why not try our Bike Mart? 

Contact: Eric Patterson 
Tel: 01344 88.1961 Mob: 077% 1.16203 
Email: ericegpatterson@btintemet.com 

WmEGP-EIS'TERPlllSES.CO.lIK 


www.lincolnautojumble.com 
'Johns Day after Boxing Day Run'. 
Wells Classic Motorcycle Club. John 
01761 432856. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28 
12th Classic Car & Bike Winter 
Restoration Show, Exhibition Hall, 
Bonington Park, Castle Bonington, 
Berby BE74 2RP. 01484 667776. 
WWW. classieshows. org 
Huddersfield Autojumble - Party. 
Phoenix Fairs. Jeff Needham 01773 
819154 or 07795 505388 
www.phoenixfairs.jimdo.com 


Event organisers - please make 
sure that your entry has contact 
details and let us have your entries 
by the advertising deadline 
(see page 112 for details). 

It is advisable to contact the event 
organiser before setting out on 
your journey as we cannot be held 
responsible for any inaccuracies 
or changes in event details. 


Send your diary entries to obmfreeads@mortons.co.uk 









LEGAL I Advertising Feature 


w 


If you’ve been an unlucky biker, you need some 
decent advice, get it from: garylaiolo@llawuk.com 



Stay safe this autumn 

Hopefully, you’ll never need us, but we are there if you do... 



□ With pre-l 96 1 vehicles now exempt from MOT testing, I’m a little 
concerned as to whether this could leave me somewhat 
vulnerable in the event of an accident. What I mean is, I know that our 
vehicles have to be in a roadworthy and in suitable condition, but what if 
I was in an accident and the other party claimed my motorcycle wasn’t 
roadworthy. In fact, this has been prompted by a blatantly bald tyre I saw 
on the rear of a 1930s motorcycle recently, which was being used on the 
road. Although I maintain my machines to a correct standard, I feel that 
we could be perhaps vulnerable. Are there any precedents that could set 
my mind at ease? 



Whether or not a vehicle has a current MOT, it is still the duty of the user 
to ensure that the vehicle remains roadworthy at all times. 


Depending on the circumstances giving rise to any accident it may or may not be 
relevant to whether you are liable for an accident. For example, whether or not a 
bike has a bald tyre is of no particular relevance if you are sat astride your machine 
and stationary at traffic lights when you are hit from the rear and thrown off.The 
driver of the other vehicle cannot claim “you deserved it“, because of the bald 
tyre! However, If it’s raining and you have a bald tyre and you brake because of a 
stationary vehicle and as a result of the baldness of your tyre, you skid into the 
stationary vehicle then you would be usually be liable, as it would be 
reasonably argued that the baldness of your tyre caused the accident. 





For no obligation advice 

call Gary today on 0 1 5 1 647 499 1 
or log on to: www.1Lawsolicitors.co.uk 



The story is familiar... 

A cool autumn morning, the 
bike is purring, it's a great day 
to be out. From a side road a 
motorised metal box whose 
driver seems oblivious to the 
world pulls out... You have no 
time to react and there's only 
one winner, especially when 
the roads may be frosty, 
muddy... or both. If you're 
lucky you take the 'soft' 
option of a hedge and walk 
away. But the bike's a wreck 
and you're in a mess. 

Who can you turn to? 

At 1 Law Solicitors 

our team: 

■ Has years of experience 
in dealing with such 
circumstances. 

■ Uses plain English - and 
not legal jargon 

- in explaining what can 
be done and how 1 Law 
can help. 

Whatever your problem, 

1 Law provides calm, 
professional guidance. 

Plain talking and advice is at 
the heart of everything 
1 Law does. 

The team deals with personal 
injury claims - ranging from 
examples motorcyclists know 
all too well, to accidents at 
work and in a public place - 
as well as family law, handling 
the traumatic circumstances 
which follow relationship 
breakdown or child 
protection issues. 
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SUBSCRIBER BENEFITS 

> Pay only £3.08 per issue 
saving 25% on the cover price 

> Delivered to your door before 
it goes on sale in t^e shops 

> Never miss an issue! 


By subscribing to The Classic 
Motorcycle youll get your 
magazine before it reaches the 
newsstands, and you'll save 
money too. 

So, apart from that, why 
subscribe? Well, basically The 
Classic Motorcycle is a magazine 
put together by an enthusiastic team who are 
entrenched in the scene, who genuinely do spend their 
evenings and weekends tinkering with old motorcycles 
and riding them in events. We have the same 
frustrations and exhilarations as you, the same highs 
and occasional lows, the odd impossible-to-explain 
moments and instances of motorcycling joy. 

The Classic MotorCycle has access to the best 
motorcycle archive in the world too. 

We're not perfect, we know it, but we are keen, we 
are real riders and we are happy and privileged to share 
our enthusiasm. So come / 

dind\om The Classic ^ j K , 

MotorCycle family, you'll be f 
most welcome. 

James Robinson; editor 


Giving as 
a present? 

Add the finishing touch 
with a free gift card. 

Simply tick the box 
provided or ask 
a member of 
the customer 
services team. 


All gift subscriptions will start with the first issue published after 
Christmas and available to UK only. All gifts will be posted direct to the 
recipient from the week commencing December 1 . (The gift will be 
clearly marked as a Christmas gift and ‘not to open’) Ts and Cs available 
at www.classicmagazines.co.uk The last date for gift card is 18/12/14 


3. □ CHEQUE I enclose a cheque made payable to Mortons Media Group Ltd 
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B PLl/S: Triumph CTT ‘The 1914 'no show 
International West Kent Run • New imp restoration j | 
, Tim Hunt; rated alongside Geoff Duke by Joe Craig f ' 
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Readersisi^etters 

YOUR VOICE & YOUR OPINIONS 


VELOCETTE 

CORRECTION 

A nice article on Kop Hill 
in the December edition. 
However, just a simple 
correction. My 1927 K is 
not ‘built from bits’. The 
parts had been spread 
about but are from the 
same machine that left 
the Veloce works in April 
1927. The bike had been 
owned by Arthur 
Lavington and after he 
died his stock was sold 
off. The engine, oil tank 
and front brake went to 
one friend and the frame, 
forks, front stand, Andre 
damper and a petrol tank 
were in the remainder 
bought by BMG. The rear 
mudguard stay assembly 
also came from Arthur’s 
bits via another friend. 

I had to find the 
missing bits but the 
important parts have 
the right numbers and 
tie up with the works 
records. Hence the tale 
of the rebuild. 

Also the magazine was 
Motorcycle Sport in those 
days - before the ‘and 
Leisure’ was appended to 
the title. 

I hope all is well 
and look forward to 
meeting again. 

Peter Miles, via email. 



Proposed EU ban on 
chromium plating 

Firstly, congratulations on the job you are doing 
at The Classic MotorCycle, which is, for my money, 
the best of the classic motorcycle publications. 

Many thanks to Jerry Thurston for raising the 
highly disturbing issue of the threat to the 
chromium plating industry in the August 2014 
issue. Since reading Mr T's article, I have 
searched other publications and spoken to 
friends within the movement, to try and gauge 
the strength of feeling against this outrage, but in 
vain. The fact is that nobody seems to know 
much about it and when they are told, don’t 
seem to care. I find this extremely worrying. 

Individuals can't fight this sort of thing with any 
real expectation of success, but larger vested 
interests, if they band together and are well led, 
can. We have an enormously powerful lobby 
made up of thousands of individuals, hundreds 
of car and bike clubs, powerful museums and an 
influential specialist press, not to mention the 
thousands of traders who service our movement, 
who will suffer and may well go out of business if 
this madness is allowed to become law without 
us being granted an exemption. I note that 
companies engaged in hard chroming of fork legs 
etc. have already been granted an exemption to 
this ruling. 

I urge everybody reading this to take up this 
fight while we still have something left to fight for. 
If we lose this battle, we have lost it for ever. 

Tony Biffin, Southampton. 


On the tail of 
Bert Hopwood 

I was intrigued by the letters which have appeared 
by those unaware of Bert Hopwood’s ability to ride 
a motorcycle. 

Just prior to the introduction of the Triumph 
Trident in 1969, 1 was dawdling along the A45 on 
my way back from the BSA works at Small Heath, 
when I was passed by someone riding another 
Trident displaying trade plates. 

The A45 has had a 60mph speed limit for more 
years than I care to remember and at some 45mph 
I was being buzzed by someone travelling at 
20mph faster than I. As I did not recognise the 
rider, I gave chase. This rider was certainly no 
stranger to motorcycling. 

Had it been tester Percy Tait or Tony Lomas, one 
of Triumph’s experimental testers, I would not have 
bothered, as the pair of them always had the ability 
to go much faster on two -wheels than I. However, 
testing motor cycles is not always about riding 


them as fast as possible, and I followed him back 
to the factory to discover it was none other than 
Bert Hopwood. 

At that time I was working in the production 
development department at Meriden and had been 
invited to try a pre production Trident, as indeed 
were others, in order to gain different opinions on the 
model’s abilities. On my arrival I was asked by Bert 
Hopwood what I thought of the bike’s abilities as a 
powered two wheeler, and told him I was suitably 
impressed, while at the same time being critical of the 
carburettor throttle action, which was very heavy. 

On a different tact. Jack Sangster had retired in 1964 
as chairman of BSA Automotive with record profits of 
£3.4 million all of which was reduced to a disastrous 
loss by 1973 resulting from bad management and the 
vagaries of boardroom politics. Sangster refused a 
knighthood for his involvement in promoting the 
British motor cycle industry. 

John Bloor has since made Triumph a world leader 
with his ownership of the name and intellectual rights 
to everything Triumph. Bloor remains long overdue 
for what he has done to keep Triumph British. 

Jim Lee, via email. 

Concerning cammy Ajays 



The possibly sole surviving 1927 TT AJS, photographed 
in the 1970s. 


I was pleased to read about the surviving cammy AJS 
in the December 2014 issue. I have been a fan of 
cammy Ajays since restoring an early postwar 7R in 
the early 1970s. I also raced vintage bikes for a man 
who owned a very early example, perhaps the sole 
survivor of the works cammies built for the 1927 TT. 

This featured pannier tanks and a gate four speed 
change, and of course the signature chain driven 
cam with a long steel slipper, to cushion the 
inevitable backlash in the chain driving the 
camshaft. He kept it until recently when it was sold 
rather unexpectedly, as otherwise I should have 
liked to acquire it as it was certainly a rare survivor. 
The picture shows it in the 1970s with the owner’s 
eldest son, who was tragically killed racing in the 
early 80s at Knockhill circuit in Fife. 
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However, the Nigel Spring machines are of course 
well documented and good pictures appear in Dr Joe 
Bayley's seminal work The Vintage Years at 
Brooklands. From these pictures it appears that all 
these hikes were not just silver, hut actually chrome 
plated all over, frame, forks, tanks etc. and mighty fine 
looking machines they were, as well as successful in 
the hands of Bert Denly and other riders. Perhaps these 
parts were too far gone in the surviving hike to allow 
re -chroming. I also don't think the tank is correct as 
the originals had large capacity and were quite 
hulhous, again as clearly seen in the Bayley images. 

Martin Shelley, via email. 

A tale of days gone by 

How brilliant to revel in nostalgia! The feature on 
prewar Triumph Speed Twins in TCM December 
2014 brought my past back with a vengeance. 

In 1949, when apparently there were only around 
two million plus motor cars on the road, I was in the 
Royal Air Force doing my basic training. I was riding 
a 1938 black and chrome Triumph Speed Twin back 
to camp at Henlow in Bedfordshire, heading south 
down the old A1 from Worksop in Nottinghamshire. 

It was late at night. Somewhere after Peterborough 
my headlamp started to fade, then grew dimmer and 
was gone. It was pitch black, not a light in sight and I 
didn't even have a torch. My priority was to get into a 
town, find a police station and get my 36hr pass 
signed, otherwise I was AWOL. 

There was nothing else for it but to wait for a 
vehicle to come along, tag on behind and get on my 
way. Can you believe - 1 did have to wait! This was 
the Al, but none of the two million cars were going 
my way. Then at last, off we go. I started the bike and 
followed a rear lamp which took me into Hunting- 
don, almost outside a police station. 

I explained to the duty sergeant that I needed my 
pass signing and told him about my problem. He 
asked: "What bike you riding son?" I was 17 at the 
time. "A Triumph Speed Twin," I said almost proudly. 
"We use those," he said and then added, "We have a 
workshop at the back, wheel the bike round and let's 
have a look". 

A duty fitter appeared from nowhere and the next 
thing the dynamo was off, stripped down, the com- 
mutator being skimmed, segments re -cut, new 
brushes fitted and back on the bike. Then that magic 
moment when the ammeter needle swings over to 
charge. It was all so amazing. 

I think being a young airman in uniform did help, 
but that didn't take away from my eternal thanks and 
gratitude. And then... "No charge son - on your way'! 

Melvyn Bragg - your Radio 4 programme In 
Our Time, has got nothing on the bygone days of 
in our time! I think we must claim to have lived ours 
for real! 

Tony Jenkins, via email. 


Smoke and mirrors 

Am I getting old? Is this a sure sign? 

On reading letters in your November 2014 issue, John 
Goddard of New Zealand mentioned the two ladies in 
the bottom left-hand corner on the cover of November's 
issue. I had not even seen them - 1 must have been ad- 
miring the stunning Matchless. 

But his letter started me thinking; is there a tank badge 
that can be the same backwards as it can be forwards? 

Strangely enough. Matchless ("M" on the tank) on the 
front of the same issue is the only one I can think of, 
which you can get away with in reversal. 

Could it be? If this carries on we will soon have to read 
your magazine looking through a mirror! 

Keith Foster, Sutton, Surrey. 

Locating an old Ivy 

I am writing to ask for some help in trying to 
locate an old Ivy motorcycle. It was originally 
owned by the daughters of the founding father of 
our Brewery, Walter Hicks. I have attached an 
image of the girls with the old Ivy and we would 
love to track down its current owner to ask per- 
mission to have it on loan for our museum down 
here. I know it is in existence as it was registered 
with DVLA this year. 

The last information I have on the bike is that it 
came up for auction at Cheffins in 2006 but did 
not sell, having been restored previously. Again 
sadly, as Cheffins changed its computer system 
subsequent to this auction, it has no record of the 
owner. I have tried putting an advert in the VMCC 
magazine, and have had a request on Old Bike 
Marts prewar British Bikes discussion forum for 
some months but have had no success as yet. 

Someone out there must know where it is, and 
we would love to track it down, if only to swap info 
and go and have a look at it! 

Details we have are reg number AF 5753, chassis 
number 4808 and engine number 2325. 

Chris Knight, St Austell Brewery 
(knight@staustellhrewery.co.uk). 




Does anyone know where this Ivy is? 


THRUXTON 

PROGRAMME 

Regarding Mr Bruce 
Cox’s letter in the 
October 2014 issue, I 
can confirm Ron 
Langston and David 
Williams did indeed 
ride a BSA Rocket Gold 
Star entered by Taylor 
Dow in the 1964 
Thruxton 500 mile race 
in the lOOOcc class. 
What Bruce did not say, 
was that he himself 
entered that same race 
in the 250cc class on a 
Suzuki TIO. I know this 
as a fact because I have 
in my possession an 
original official 
programme of this 
actual Thruxton meeting. 

If my memory is 
correct, the 250cc class 
was won by Peter 
Williams and Tony 
Wood, on an AJS CSR 
race prepared by the 
Arter Brothers. 

Terry Vaughan, 
Southampton. 

OTCUl rwotMH H 

mcK 

Motor Cycle 

^ BRMO Ma O'CroMUME 


THRUXTON CIRCUIT. 
ANDOVER. HANTS 



Beat the 
deadUne 

For publication in the 
next issue write to us 
by December 12, 2014 
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Richard Duffin’s 
Rex-Acme TT8. 


Classic 


JVEC 


Though the cars outnumbered the motorcycles comprehensively at the Lancaster 
Insurance Classic Motor Show at the NEC, Birmingham, there were some quality 
exhibits among the two- and three-wheeled contingent. 

Words and photography; JAMES ROBINSON Illustration: MARTIN SQUIRES 



1 This 1959 Triumph 21 was rescued from a wooden garage in 
Bognor Regis, West Sussex, where it had been interred since 1978. 
Originaiiy suppiied to Burnett Brothers of Portsmouth, it stood untii 
1970 before being registered for the road. There are, thankfuiiy, no 
pians to restore it, just sympathetic 'recommissioning’ and a return to 
the road. 



2 Pretty-as-a-picture 1955 Maserati TV/160/T4, where it (and 
another exampie) joined iots of cars on the Maserati stand. Maserati 
manufactured motorcycies between 1953 and 1960, having purchased 
the Itaimoto company of Boiogna. Maserati’s motorcycie arm was 
separate from the car division, and run by Ida Orsi, the sister of wealthy 
industrialist Adolfo Orsi, who had purchased the ailing Maserati 
company in 1937. 
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NEC I Classic Motor Show 




3 BSA owners club 
Stand, with a fine array 
of machines, inciuding a 
tasty pair of prewar ‘Stars’ 
and an awesome unit twin 
fiat-tracker. 

4 John Eaies’ speciai, 
comprising of a 1973 
Tiger 100 Triumph engine 
mounted in a XL250R 
Honda roiiing chassis. 
Front brake comes from 
another Honda, a CR500 
motocrosser. John 
undertook and 
compieted aii the work 
himseif, making many 
bespoke items. 

5 There were two 
machines from UK-based 
Frenchman Patrick Deiii on 
the Hariey-Davidson Riders 
Ciub of Great Britain stand. 
Incidentaiiy, the ciub is the 
oidest one-make ciub in 
the UK, being funded in 
1949. This rare 1966 
XLRTT is of 1192CC and 
sports something iike a 
13:1 compression ratio. 





9 On the BMCT stand, the incredibiy rare - and ciever - 
Baughan triais outfit, with eponymous constructor Harry 
Baughan’s patented two wheei drive system. This same 
system was used, under iicence from Baughan, by Norton 
miiitary Big 4 outfits during the Second Worid War. This 
particuiar outfit was campaigned by Graham Stagg, whose 
son Chris donated it to the BMCT, who have piaced it in 
the Stroud (where Baughan’s were buiit) museum. 


6 No apoiogies for using 
another picture of Graham 
Hemshaii’s beautifui 
Seeiey-type framed Moto 
Guzzi, as seen in iast 
month’s Stafford show 
report. The stunning 
Guzzi-powered machine 
has been one of the stars 
of this autumn’s show 
scene, and was again 
wowing the crowds. 


7 Andy Button of the 
British Motorcycie 
Charitabie Trust (BMCT) 
signs up another member, 
entitiing him to free entry 
to the 13 museums the 
trust is in partnership 
with. Among the BMCT’s 
recent causes has been 
to give £75,000 for the 
new motorcycie dispiay at 
the Nationai Motor 
Museum, Beauiieu. 

S Tastefuiiy presented 
Indian ‘bobber’ from 
Flatlands Engineering, a 
company which 
undertakes everything 
from 1970s sports moped 
rebuilds, to machines like 
this 1941 741. 



10 Dating to 1914, an Indian board track racer, as 
raced by the tough and brave riders on the wooden 60° 
velodromes of the period. Board tracking’s popularity 
declined in the 1920s, a lot of it down to the 
horrendous accidents the sport endured. 
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Pearl anniversary 

The National Motorcycle Museum celebrated its 
30th anniversary with a ‘free day’ at its Birmingham base. 

Words and photography: JAMES ROBINSON 


t was in October 1984 that Roy Richards 
realised his dream of opening a museum in 
his native Birmingham, celebrating the 
products of the British motorcycle industry. 
The museum was different to many in its 
approach - it was to be, and remains, purely 
a celebration of British motorcycle and motorcycling, 
fuelled by Mr Richards' love of the machines of his 
country of birth - and particularly by his affinity with 
the Norton marque. On launch, around 350 machines 
were on display. 

To mark the occasion of the opening, the museum 
held - on Saturday, November 1, 2014 - an open day, 
where the doors to the collection were flung open and 
the public invited to come in and inspect the 
machines on offer, free of charge. It really worked, as 
the crowds - many taking advantage of what was a 
bright and relatively mild day to come aboard 
motorcycles - flocked to the museum, which is 
located near the NEC, on Coventry Road. 

Now, the museum houses around 650 machines, 
while more and more are being added. The range of 
machines is breathtaking, genuinely coming from the 
dawn of motorcycling, right through to the recent 
efforts of the resurgent British industry. 

What was fascinating, was that many people there 
were making their first trip to the facility; more than 
once the comment; 'T only live in Birmingham and 
have always meant to come along, but just never got 
round to it..." was heard uttered, often followed with, 
'T'll definitely be coming back." And that, of course, 
was the objective. 


1 Crowds flocked to 
have a look at the 
museum’s varied displays. 

2 Autojumble was all 
indoor - Ken Sprayson 
of Reynolds frames 
fame, inspects the wares 
on offer. 

3 Weii used Tiger 100 
was one of many 
machines ridden in. 


There was an indoor autojumble too, which 
appeared to be doing a brisk trade, while various 
distinguished guests were milling about many of 
whom attended the celebratory lunch, where museum 
director James Hewing delivered a well-received 
speech outlining many of the hopes and goals of the 
museum staff, and the collective vision for the future. 
Exciting times seem to be coming. 

Highlight of the day was the drawing of the raffle to 
win the Vincent Rapide, featured in our July 2014 
issue. Multiple TT winner John McGuinness did the 
honours, pulling out the name of lucky lady Sharon 
Law. See our news pages for more details. 
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Advance tickets on sale now! 

gT Adults: £7 | Under 12s go FREE! 

t TICKET HOTLINE: 01507 529529 

|; www.classicbikeshows.coin 

I':'- . n Facebook.com/classicbikeshows ^ @classicbikeshow #NewarkCBS 

iu; ( gtassicbikeshows.com ) 

. The care it deserves _ 




The Carole N€ish 


WINTER 


CLASSIC 




January 3-4, 2015 

Newark Showground, Lincoln Road, Winthorpe, Newark NG24 2NY 
Gates open Saturday 9am - 5pm and Sunday 9am - 4pm 


Hundreds of bikes on display | Club stands | Private entries | Trade & autojumble 




Fine times in France 


With a heady and winning mix of machinery and personality, 
le Puy Notre-Dame is the real entente cordiale moto. 

Words and photography: MIKE DAVIS 


f youVe two or three wheels beneath you, each 
year the entente becomes more cordiale in the 
otherwise sleepy town of le Puy Notre-Dame 
in western France. 

Ever increasing numbers of classic 
motorcycles and motorcyclists are drawn to it, 
on the last weekend of luly, making it among the most 
popular street circuit events in France. 

Le Puy Notre-Dame will never beat Dijon's Coupe 
Moto Legende for numbers and closed circuit speed. Nor 
will it match the urbane charm of the postwar classics on 
Tours' boulevard circuit. Its circuit otherwise serves as 
quiet streets in a small country town. But it has 
something, a je ne sais quoi, which once a year draws, 
from all over Europe, those whose passion is primarily 
for French and British motorcycles of the interwar years. 
And for those who share that passion, le Puy Notre- 
Dame didn't disappoint this year. 

Canvassing opinion among the enthusiasts both 
riding and spectating revealed that what draws 
back the seasoned campaigners, year after year, as 
well as attracting numerous debutantes, is the 
relaxed atmosphere, where having fun on two - 
and three - wheels is more important than being 
fastest. And the paddock is the best spot to 
experience that. 

It's not a place of Tarmac, heat and crowd barriers, 
but a dusty park, once that of the old chateau, where 
ancient ash and oak trees offer support for stationary 
motorcycles and provide welcome shade from the 


1 Early morning in the 
paddock, the 1933 BSA 
Blue Star combination 
of Robin Lequesne in 
the foreground. 

2 Pierre Loison and 
his shy passenger 
accelerate into the Rue 
du Parc on the 1957 BSA 
AlO combination. 

3 Philippe Boucq shows 
his 'true colours’ on board 
the 1928 Monet-Goyon 
HP4 at the bend at the exit 
from the Rue du Stade. 

4 Antoine Brasart 
salutes the crowd as he 
takes the chequered flag 
on his 1929 Dollar R2. 


summer sun, in which to undertake final preparations 
for the circuit. 

It's a place for a quiet chat and a cold drink. Riders 
enthusiastically answer questions from equally 
enthusiastic spectators - even if the question is asked in 
broken English and answered in even more broken 
French! And the lack of barriers or other restrictions 
mean that rather than looking on from afar, getting 'up 
close and personal,' with rare and expensive pieces of 
machinery, is available to all. 

Because of its rural setting, le Puy Notre-Dame differs 
from other French road circuits. Incongruously it 
encircles both a housing estate and the park of its former 
chateau. Alongside the circuit are vineyards, woods, 
urban houses - and even a cemetery! It offers long 
straights and serpentine sections, linked by hairpin 
bends and chicanes. It demands to be treated with 
respect, but offers a challenge even to experienced riders. 
And it attracts large, enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
crowds, who do not stint in their support for those on the 
track. It offers good vantage points for spectating. And 
entry is free! 

Saturday evening saw the welcome reintroduction of 
the demonstration semi-nocturne, giving those who love 
to ride by night perhaps a unique opportunity to test 
their skills over the tight and demanding 1. 5km circuit, 
initially under a setting sun and latterly by a new moon, 
headlights and street lamps. Many of the event's entries 
participated in this day/night element, pleasing crowds 
who stayed until late. 
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Event I Le Puy Notre-Dame 


Despite the previous day's sport not finishing until 
midnight, the paddock was busy hy early Saturday 
morning. Crowded with motorcycles dating from the 
1920s to the 50s, mainly with French and British riders, 
there was no language harrier as la langue moto was all 
that was required to produce animated cross channel 
dehate about the respective merits of Monet-Goyons 
and Matchlesses, Triumphs and Terrots, New MAPs and 
Nortons, Sunbeams and Saroleas - before the day's 
opening session provided the only true place to test 
those, namely on the circuit. 

In the first of the morning's motorcycle sessions, Bruce 
Grant on his tele-forked Triumph Course Speciale was 
among the quickest. His was one of many Triumphs and 
Nortons competing. Among the Nortons, perhaps most 
impressive were the 1935 Norton Model 18, ridden by le 
Puy Notre-Dame veteran Christophe Pasquier, and 
Pierre Girard on his 1939 Norton Manx. 

The prewar British motorcycle industry was well 
represented. Other British marques on the starting 
grid included AfS, Ariel, BSA, Matchless, Budge, 
Sunbeam and Velocette. The 1933 Budge Ulster of 
Thomas Lombard was a real eye-catcher, performing 
well throughout the morning but limping out 
with mechanical problems early in the afternoon 
session. Also notable was the 1938 Matchless G3, with 
Fabien Casano up. There were many French riders on 
British vehicles. But the French love their classic 
British motorcycles. 

It may seem that the motorcycle sessions were a 'so 
British' affair, but they were matched, numerically, by 
French manufactured vehicles. Well off the pace but well 
worth watching was Philippe Boucq on his 1928 Monet- 
Goyon HP4. He showed his true colours, competing in a 
bespoke 'French tricolour' jersey! Being a mainstay of 
the French motorcycle industry, from the First World 
War to the 50s, Monet-Goyons featured prominentiy in 
this class. But they were not the only 'Gallic charmers' on 
the circuit. 

Bepresentatives of the Alcyon, Dollar, Magnat-Debon, 
New MAP, Peugeot and Terrot marques competed, along 
with a rare 1938 Ultima BMA. Perhaps the best of these 
was Antoine Brasart's 1929 Dollar B2, which produced 
an impressive turn of speed for an 85-year-old machine, 
and the 1930 Terrot H55E, ridden by Stephane Brunet - 
dressed as a waiter from a French bistro and flying the 
Breton flag! 


The rest of Europe was not unrepresented but, 
perhaps, underrepresented by a 1928 La Mondiale from 
Italy, a 1936 DKW SB from Germany and regular 
participant. Bonny Geldhof, on his 1936 Sarolea CB6 
from Belgium. 

fudging by the number of entries this year, the 
popularity of the sidecar class at le Puy Notre has 
increased significantly - as had the proficiency of the 
teams riding them. BSAs were particularly well 
represented here, Pierre Loisin and his 1957 AlO 
combination being among the best. The pick of the 
Trench was the 1932 Magnat-Debon of Lionel Poupart, 
although some quick manual restart work was required 
by his passenger following a stall on the grid. He enjoyed 
the event so much that he also rode the same bike in the 
two wheel class - by virtue of his rapid sidecar 
detachment/reattachment skills! 

Naturally the sport combinations led the field home, 
but not without some fierce competition within their 
small group. The sharp corners - particularly that at the 
exit of Bue du Stade straight - required rapid reactions 
and real agility from both rider and passenger. This 
made it the place to be for the spectator who appreciates 
the finer points of cornering a sidecar combination at 
speed and the spectacle this can produce. 

As an indication of the enthusiasm for the three - 
wheeled motorcycling, even the touring sidecar 
combinations were determined not to be left out of the 
fun. The grin on the face of Bobin Lequesne's female 
passenger, in his 1933 BSA 500cc Blue Star combination, 
said everything. And without being disrespectful of age, 
she showed that she could definitely 'move it' when 
corners, circumstances and speed required! 

This year, to add value to a visit to le Puy Notre- 
Dame for the classic motorcycling enthusiast, a local 
motor museum brought an exhibition of a dozen or so 
bikes from the dawn of motorcycling. Among these 
were a number of British 'almost' centenarians, 
including an immaculate 1915 Triumph Model H, a 
1918 550cc BSA and an unrestored early Douglas flat 
twin. The only regret was that these didn't venture on 
to the circuit, even if only to provide an impossibly 
rare photo opportunity! 


5 Norton, Motosacoche, 
Monet-Goyon, New MAP 
and Peugeot gather 
together on the grid 
before the start of the 
first morning session. 


6 The 1933 Pudge 
Uister of Thomas 
Lombard iimps to a hait, 
at the end of the Rue du 
Stade, with terminai 
mechanicai probiems. 
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iSC^ti^stora t ions 


www.jmcclassics.com 


Premier Classic Motorcycle 
restorer and the only 
manufacturer of the new 
JMC Egli Vincent & JMC Norvin 
and new Vincent engines 

> Full class M/C restoration 

> Restoration of classic engines 
or other small projects 

> Classic new buiids 

> Classic M/C & new build sales 

> Authorised insurance claim 
repairer 

> Delivery and collection 
service UK & Ireland 

> Chrome and paintwork 
restoration 


PARTS - 
Advice & Sales 

BIKES FOR SALE - 
Classic and 
New Build 

WORLDWIDE 
CUSTOMER BASE 

LOOKING FOR A 
PARTICULAR BIKE? 
Contact us with 
requests 


CALL JMC CLASSICS: 

Workshop: 01763 249 600 > General Mobile: 07831 243 032 
General Enquiries: info@jmcclassics.com 
Bike Sales: sales@jmcclassics.com 
Part Sales: parts@jmcclassics.com 


JMC Classics Ltd, Unit 2F, Wireless Station, 
Chestnut Lane, Nr Royston, Herts SG8 5JH 





ISiSSi 


'p9ttl 01 992 53754b 


www.classicpartsltd.com 


Real Leather & Soft Padded Facemask 
Finely Polished Chrome plated brass frames 


The 830 Halcyon Bar End Mirror 

Now available in black and smoked chrome 
Universal and secure Tri-Grip fitting 
Sprung loaded ratchet action on arm 
Fits on both sides of the handlebar 
( 7 ^ 100mm dia. Mirror Head 


820 Rectangular mirror 
head also available 

New Mail Order 
Halcyon Brochure 
Now Available to 
buy Online! 
Please call for details: 
01992 537546. opt 1 


Halcyon Goggles 

Classic Motorcycle Eyewear 
See our full range of 
Halcyon Goggles and 
a selection of other 
top brands of goggles 
and sunglasses on 
our website 
www.classicpartltd.com 


Mick Hemmings 


GENUINE 

No^il 


* NORVIL * LOWBOY * 

ARE THE REGISTERED TRADE MARKS DF MICK HEMMINGS MOTORCYCLES 


“FULLAUTO” 850/750 COMMANDO CYLINDER HEADS 


NO MORE LEAKS. 3rd FIN UP! FIHEO WITH GUIOES 04 A CH 00 
6061 - T6 - ALLOY - CNC MACHINEO UNLEADEO SEATS 1 1 ‘luUiUU 


HEMMINGS RACING TRANSMISSIONS 


5 speed & 6 speed Gearboxes for all AMC. Commando, Dominator, Manx, G50, 7R 


A 




COMPLETE diaphragm type 
kits to suit all Norlon twins and 
now for Triuniph 50<V650/750 
unit and pre unit twins £450.00 
Baste Commando kit £350 




5 Speed Cluster: Commando. Dominator. Manx. G50, 7R 

with or without kickstarter provision £1,395 

5 speed Complete Gearbox (Alloy)* £1 ,950 

5 speed Complete Gearbox with kidcstarter shaft £2,115 

5 speed Complete Gearbox (Magnesium) £2,115 

5 speed Complete Gearbox Mag^Alloy £2,100 

5 speed Complete Gearbox Magnesium Drum Type. £2,350 

6 speed Complete Gearbox Magnesium Drum Type £2,495 

*JUST ARRIVED* 


Fcf aJi teafherbed frames, will lake 12Q''130 wide tyre, tubed 
section |r>ol box), c/w a^a &.”jindle taper roliers £450 * VAT 


ELECTRONIC IGNITION SYSTEMS 


Pa7cr Ignition Kils. . 
Boyer Bransden lols. 
MAGrei 


Nop/ii Fa^ring "..'rt brackets £260 

NorvilTank.,. £250 

NorvilSeat £150 

Norwl Front Mudguard £39 

Norvd Rear Sets Side Plates £185 

Nofvd Headsteady (genuine typ^ £180 

Norvd Peter Williams Camshaft ((Wimlei'Commando)..£180 


WISECO FORGED 
PISTONS 


750CC 10.5:1 compression 
std/.0207.040” 

(Also 850CC in stock) 

£240 pair 



WE ARE THE NUMBER O UK DISTRIBUTOR AND SPARES 
STOCKIST FOR ANDOVER NORTON FACTORY PARTS 

(AT THE SAME PRICES AS THE ANDOVER NORTON PRICE LIST) 


Restorations • Rebuilds • Complete Machines Built to Order I 
Gas Flowing • Crank Grinding • Rebores iss 
•All Engine Work Undertaken | 


All prices shown 
above are plus VAT 
(EEC countries only) 


(Dept CB) 72/74 OVERSTONE ROAD, NORTHAMPTON NN1 3J$ ENGLAND 
Tel: 01604 638505. Fax: 01604 631838 
WE ARE ENGLAND’S LARGEST EXPORTERS OF NORTON SPARES 


DAVE COOPER TMILERS 

(CM) Unit 7, Pettings Court Farm, Hodsoll Street, 
Wrotham, KentTN15 7LH 
Tel/Fax: 01732 820082 (Days), 07860 702112 (Mobile) 

• www.davecooper.co.uk • info@davecooper.co.uk 

CLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE 
BIKE RACKS 
£71.95 inc p&p 
JUNIOR RACKS 50cc-80cc 
SENIOR RACKS 100cc-600cc 
Fits any vehicle with British standard towbar, and you can still 
tow with the bike rack in use. Made from strong 4mm British 
steel tubing, finished in protective enamel. 

Lightboards, tie down straps and double racks also available. 




TRAILERS 

Single bike 

Double bike.... 

Treble bike 

Sidecar 


£279 

£329 

£379 

£385 


Spare wheel £28.50 extra. All prices include VAT • Delivery Service available. 

Trailers come complete with Independent suspension, clip-on 
loading ramp, tie-down loops, wheel support clamps, security 
locking facility, removable lighting and six enamel colours. 

NEW wall mounting brackets - to hang trailer on your garage 
wall £15.00 pair. Price includes lightboard & ramp -rs-IS 
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Classic insurance 
redefined. 


Tailor your classic bike insurance policy 
to suit your needs. 

To discover the Footman James difference, call our 
friendly UK team for a quote today. 

0844 826 8950 

or visit footmanjames.co.uk 



Footman 

James 

We share your passion 


follow us @ Footman _James 


^ Classic benefits ^ 

T# included*: 

-g- Salvage retention 

-I* Agreed value 

Shows and events 

-ir Helmets & leathers (up to a limit of £7S0) 

^ European motoring (up to 35 days per trip) 

•4* Riding other classics 

Cover options*: 

Breakdown with options to include 
European cover and Homestart 

-e Riding to work 

“f* Track day cover 

-g* Wedding hire cover 

-f* and many more 

Specialist rates for club members 

L 


Classic Car | Classic Bike | Modern Car | Modern Bike | Kit Car | Collectors | Classic Motor Trade | Household 

*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. ^^*1954 NortonES2. Value: £4500. Main policy only and does not include any FJ+ cover 
options. All premiums assume it is not the main vehicle and includes Insurance Premium Tax. Male rider aged over 25 years old, 2000 annual limited mileage, and full clean 
driving licence with no claims or convictions. Member of associated club. Postcode 0X10, vehicle garaged with no modifications. An additional £10 arrangement fee will apply. 

Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Croup Limited Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. FP ADGE123.06,14 




rmi • FORGOTTEN ■« 

Trtumph 


Now largely unremembered, the postwar 
350cc Triumph twin has plenty to recommend it 


Words: STEVE WILSON Photography: JOE DICK/GARY CHAPMAN 
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Triumph | 3T 


f all Triumph supremo Edward Turner's 
twin-cylinder designs, the pre-unit 350cc 
3X made from 1946 to 1951, is perhaps 
the least known and least celebrated. 

The later, 1957-on Twenty-One/3TA 
was to be a highly significant model, the 
first of the unit construction line, and the initiator of the 
trend to rear enclosure. Yet though versions of both 
these features could be found in 350s, which preceded 
the pre-unit 3T, the latter never shone. In contrast to its 
5T and 6T siblings, plenty of which have survived, the 
3T is a rarity today. 

But as the 3TA implied, Turner must have 
really rated the 350 capacity? 

He did - his very first own self-designed and produced 
motorcycle, around 1925, had been a 350cc single. 
Later, that engine size became incorporated in ET's 
vision of an everyman motorcycle. 

That was the postwar prototype 3TU, for 'Utility! 
Developed from his prewar work on a projected New 


Imperial, its engine, designed to be cheap to produce, 
was typical of Turner's fecund creative strengths and 
of his engineering weaknesses; it was entirely 
different from the 3T's. It featured car- type cylinders 
cast in one with the upper half of the block, with a 
single camshaft and all the pushrods at the rear, and 
the rocker housing a single alloy box with a 
detachable lid. 

The 3TU's styling was striking, with all- enclosing 
side-panels, massive but shapely mudguards, and 
solid, pressed-steel disc, 15in wheels. But the engine 
proved slow and ran extremely hot, so it stayed at the 
prototype stage. 

Echoing Alec Issigonis, who always believed that a 
mere 850cc was the most suitable engine size for his 
supremely populist Mini in mass consumption form. 
Turner felt 350cc was enough for the average rider. 
The trouble was that the kind of rider who typically 
hungered after a Triumph, liked the fact that it was 
fast and lively - and the 3T wasn't. Although as we 
shall see, it did have other virtues. ► 
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Triumph | 3T 


O Didn't the 3T come from a military twin? 

Yes and no. The story was tied up with the history of the 
20th century. In the late 1930s, Turner had been 
developing a sports 350cc twin, the Tiger T85, to 
complement the flagship 500cc Tiger 100. But this effort 
had then heen diverted, in view of the imminent threat of 
war, to tendering for War Office contracts. Although 
ministry doctrine at the time was committed to simple 
singles, usually side valves (and Triumph would also 
make both side valve and ohv military singles). Turner's 
busy mind quickly produced a prototype ohv 350 twin, 
the3TW. 

This drew heavily on the abandoned T85, but differed 
in featuring a cylinder head cast in one with the rocker 
boxes. It also had an unusual crankshaft built up on half- 
shafts, clamped into a central flywheel and able to run on 
plain main bearings. Other features included a small 
three-speed gearbox bolted up in unit to the engine, and 
an alternator for its direct lighting. 

Power, or the lack of it, was not a problem as the WD 
minimum requirement was just 15bhp. And the original 
3TW's weight was an eye-catchingly low 2301b, partly 
achieved by an all-alloy engine. Yet behind the scenes all 
was not well, as described by Bert Hopwood, Turner's 
admittedly critical colleague. Hopwood mentioned the 
'Very delicate little frame," which used the petrol tank as 
a stressed member, and power which came in above 
3000rpm, all wrong for a military slogger. 

The power characteristics, while they had been 
exhilarating, were revised by the use of a heavier 
flywheel and smaller carburettor, with the engine now 
of iron, and weight up to 2631b. In this form the 3TW 
was impressive enough for the War Office to settle on it 
as the standard machine for the British armed forces; 
the other manufacturers would have had to make it 
too. But with a pilot batch of 50 just built, the Luftwaffe 
intervened on the night of November 14, 1940, blitzing 
Coventry and destroying the 3TW machines and 
tooling. A surviving 3TW can be seen in the museum at 
Beaulieu. End of story. 


a slightly scaled-down, lighter- weight version of the 
single downtube frame layout. 

Where it differed from the others and nodded to its 
origins with the 3TW, was in its engine's bottom end. 
The three-piece crankshaft was held together by an 
unusual method; the mainshafts and big end journals 
were integral with the two outer webs, and the one- 
piece con rods had plain big end bearings. On 
assembly, the rods and bushes were threaded over the 
journals, which then pushed into each end of a hole in 
the central flywheel. The alignment holes on the three 
sections naturally had to be perfectly in line. 

The con rod's journals were white-metalled, with the 
whole thing intended to be replaced when worn. They 
were held in place by clamping bolts, engaging like 
cotter pins with recesses machined at a right angle 
across the journals. This configuration was also to be 
found in Triumph's latest stab at the military market, 
the 1946-designed TRW side valve 500cc twin, which 
would go on sale in 1948. 

As with the 3TW, the 3T's timing side main 
bearing was a white-metal bush, though the drive 
side main was a ball race. Further up the 3T's engine, 
in its iron cylinder head, there featured, 3TW-style, 
integral rocker boxes cast in one with the head. There 
was also the same single cover for each pair of valves, 
retained by a large knurled nut, and with the same 
method of valve clearance adjustment. The top end 
assembly initially relied on through-bolts to clamp it 
all to the crankcases. Then, during 1948, from eng. no. 
89333, short block studs and separate head bolts 
were adopted. 

The 3T is not an easy ride for restorers. While the 
primary chaincase outer was the same as the rigid TR5 
Trophy, according to the lads at Triumph twin 
specialists Ace Classics, the inner chaincase was its 
own, and while the early petrol tanks were as on 
the prewar 5T, the lightweight frame and several 
fittings were pure 3T, along, of course, with several 
engine parts. 


‘^The ST shared with the other twins the new 
Triumph i;ele’ forks and seven-inch brakes,” 


Except for the 3T? 

Introduced postwar in 1946, the 3T was far more in the 
5T/T100 mode (though there would never be a sports 
version produced in any numbers - prewar. Triumph's 
development engineer Freddy Clarke had struggled to 
extract useful power for the T85 from the 350 engine, 
and that was how things stayed). 

The 3T shared with the other twins, the new 
Triumph telescopic forks and seven inch brakes, the 
engine layout with two fore-and-aft mounted, 
gear-driven camshafts, single-strand primary chain, 
dry clutch and separate four-speed gearbox 
(the gearing was lowered from the 5T's by simply fitting 
the latter's 19 tooth sidecar engine sprocket), as well as 


Did it look like a proper Triumph? 

Yes, but with a bit less pazazz, as the 350's 
appropriately sober postwar colour was all black, with 
ivory lining for the chromed petrol tank with its tank- 
top instrument panel, as well as for the mudguards and 
for the black centres of the chromed wheel rims. And 
as early as 1947 there were chrome trim variations 
(such as all-black painted wheel rims and petrol tanks) 
due to supply problems. 

1949 brought back the chromed wheels with black, 
lined centres, but along with the other Triumph twins 
the instrument panel was gone, with the introduction 
of the headlamp nacelle; and for 1950 chrome had 
gone for good from the petrol tanks, the "jewellery" O 




1 


Edward Turner's 350cc 
ohv vertical twin had a 
bore and stroke of 
55mm x 73.4mm, 
and was described in The 
Motor Cycle as a 
'gentlemanly' engine. 

2 Carburettor 

The carburettor of 
choice for Triumph's 3T 
model was manufactured 
by Amal. Amal carbs were 
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very much the 'staple' 
carburettor for most 
British-made machines for 
many years. 


3 Gearbox 



Triumph elected to install 
its own four-speed gearbox 
with positive-stop foot 
control to the 3T. 

4 Headlight 

The headlight was seven 
inches in diameter, and 


powered by a Lucas 
dynamo which was 
separate from the magneto. 


5 Suspension 



The Triumph 3T had 
the company's own 
sprung hub in the rear, 
and it featured Triumph's 
own hydraulically 
controlled telescopic 
front fork. This 
arrangement received 
praise in a road test of the 


machine conducted by 
The Motor Cycle in 1945. 

The telescopic front fork 
was described as 
"extremely efficient". 

6 Tgres 

Dunlop Universal tyres were 
the order of the day with the 
3T, the dimensions of which 
were 19 x 3.25 inches. 


7 Instrument 
panel 



The 3T's instrument panel 
was mounted on top of the 
petrol tank, and featured a 
plethora of displays and 
SAvitches. The panel 
featured an ammeter, oil 
gauge, lighting switch and 
an instrument- cum- 
inspection lamp. 


S Seat 

The simple yet handsome 
sprung Terry saddle came 
as standard on the 3T. The 
unladen height of this 
saddle was 28 inches. One 
could also purchase an 
equally handsome pillion 
seat if your bike needed to 
accommodate more than 
one person. 
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July 8, 1948 


ROAD TESTS OF NEW MODELS 




Sleek lines - the 3T is attractively 
finished in black and chromium with 
white edge-lines. 


I N its general lines the 350ee Triumph 3T follows the renowned 500ee 
Speed Twin. The side-by-side ohv twin eylinder engine is an 
outstanding example of British engineering. It is quiet and doeile, yet 
lively. It is the basis of a maehine on whieh it is a joy to potter and whieh, 
at the other end of the seale, ean provide high, effortless eruising speed. 
The 3T ean be throttled down to speeds as low as 10-1 Imph in top gear or, 
if desired, will hum along at 55-60mph. 

Starting is effortless. No exhaust- valve lifter is fitted; none is needed 
for kiekstarting. Cold or hot, the engine would start at the first light dig on 
the kiekstarter. At no time during the test was the air valve used. It was not 
required. When the engine was eold, all it was neeessary to do as regards 
earburation was to flood. The model being equipped with automatie 
advanee and retard for the magneto, the handlebar eontrols are those for 
the eluteh, front brake and throttle. 

Idling was at all times exeeptionally good. It was so slow that the 
strokes eould almost be eounted, yet it was eompletely reliable. The 
engine was remarkably quiet. When it was idling there was a gentle rustle 
from the valve gear. Apart from that, there was merely the quiet hum of 
well lubrieated maehinery. The exhaust too was unobtrusive. In faet, so 
quiet is the 3T that alongside other traffie it is inaudible to the rider, and at 
speed on the open road the swish from tyres ete. is louder than either 
engine or exhaust noises. 

Throughout the throttle range the earburation was elean-eut and sweet. 
This was so even when the engine had only just been started from eold; 
the air eontrol, it should be repeated, was never used. The piek-up was 
faultless, and remained so throughout the period of the road test. 

The gear ehange may be elassed among the best today. The pedal 
pressure required was eommendably light and the travel of the pedal short. 
Clean, snappy ehanges eould be made between top and third gears, giving 
added zest to the lively performanee of the engine. Changing from bottom 
gear to seeond or from seeond to third ealled for a slight pause between 
the gears. It is not to be implied from this that the gear ehange was slow. 
But that slight pause eliminated any ehanee of the rider making a 
‘seruneh’ ehange. All the indireet gears were inaudible. 

The eluteh freed perfeetly. It was found that when starting from eold it 
was advisable to free the eluteh by use of the kiek starter before 
attempting to engage bottom gear. That done, there was no sound as 
bottom gear was engaged, even if the engine was running on the fast side. 


349cc TRIUMPH 


A high-class touring machine 

The riding position is eomfortable for a 
shorter than average rider, but for a taller 
person a different relationship between saddle 
and footrests would be appreeiated. All the 
eontrols are well plaeed relative to handlebars 
r footrests, as the ease may be. The eluteh was 
light in operation. So, too, were both brake 
eontrols; with the ratehet on the Triumph twist 
grip new, the throttle eould not be operated 
with the degree of delieaey that is desired by 
some riders. 

Steering and road-holding were of a high 
order. The Triumph teleseopie fork takes eare of 
bumpy surfaees in a satisfaetory manner. On 
very bad road surfaees or at speed, the steering damper was serewed down 
about a eouple of turns, then any ehosen line on eomers and bends eould 
be held without effort, and straight ahead steering was perfeet. At low 
speeds there was no traee of rolling and the rider eould eome to a halt if he 
wished before dropping his feet from the footrests. 

It has already been implied that the 350ee engine is a thoroughly sound 
engineering job. The 3T was always happy, whether being ridden at just 
above its non-snateh speed or on almost full throttle. Indeed, on one 
oeeasion, in eompany with a mueh bigger maehine, the Triumph eovered 
nearly 90 miles in two hours. Cruising speed on that journey was about 
60mph and full throttle was used on several oeeasions. All that was 
apparent as a result was a slight diseolouring of the offside exhaust pipe 
and a traee of oil on the rear of the maehine. 

The engine itself was eompletely oil-tight. After the maehine had 
eovered roughly 400 miles in two days - many of them at speed - not a 
single traee of oil appeared outside the engine. A wipe over with a rag 
would restore the Triumph to its pristine showroom eondition. But the 3T 
is as happy in town traffie as it is at speed on the open road. The engine is 
amazingly traetable, and uttered no protest even when throttled down to 
speeds as low as 10-1 Imph in top gear. 


The 349cc overhead-valve twin is a neat, compact power unit. It is 
remarkably quiet, both mechanically and in its exhaust. 


32 THE CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE I JANUARY 2015 


July 8, 1948 


i'lOTORXYCLING 


27 


3T De Luxe 

incorporating spring hub: flexible yet lively. 

Braking figures 

It is especially pleasant on the 3T to waft up to a roundabout or comer, 
round it, and accelerate happily away - still in top gear. That applies at 
places where second gear would be called for on many modem machines. 
Acceleration is as brisk as would be expected from any touring type 350, 
and at speed the miles are gobbled up in a smooth, vibrationless and 
fiiss-less manner. 

Both brakes are light in operation and well up to their job. The braking 
figure of 26ft from 30mph is a mean of several figures, the poorest of 
which was 28ft. No brake adjustment was called for during the period of 
the road test. 

Stability on greasy road surfaces was up to the general high Triumph 
standard. The prop-stand - a Triumph accessory - fits snugly away out of 
sight behind the exhaust pipe when raised. However, this makes it rather 
inaccessible for lowering into use. A rear stand is also fitted and, by use 
of the side lifting handles, raising the model on to it required no great 
physical effort or knack, although care was necessary to keep the shins 
away from the tail pipes. An excellent feature is that the petrol filler cap 
never allowed any petrol to spill on the tank - even if the tank was filled 
to maximum capacity. 

In one day, in the course of the tests, three heavy thunderstorms were 
encountered. Such is the adequacy of the mud guarding and so well protected 
are the magneto and carburettor that there was no trouble with water. 



Timing case cover and gearbox end are highly polished. The engine 
proved 1 00% oil-tight. 


The initial stiffiiess in the spring hub had not worn off when the machine 
was returned to the works. It is known from past experience, however, that 
the ingenious spring hub is a well worthwhile investment. When fiilly mn in 
it effects a great improvement in road-holding and general handling, and 
irons out road irregularities in a satisfactory manner. 

The general appearance of the 3T is essentially de luxe; it is a docile yet 
lively touring 350 with an appeal of its own. The finish is black and 
chromium, with white edge lines on the tank and white medial lines on the 
mudguards. The timing-case cover, gear box end cover and primary-chain 
case are all highly polished. 


Information panel 349cc Triumph 3T De Luxe 


SPECIFICATION 

TYPE: Triumph 3T with spring hub 

ENGINE: 349cc (55 x 73.4mm) vertical-twin ohv, fiilly enclosed valve gear. 
High tensile alloy-steel connecting rods with plain big-ends; mainshafi mounted 
on ball bearings. Dry-sump lubrication, oil tank capacity 6 pints. 
CARBURETTOR: Amal; Triumph ratchet twist grip throttle control; air slide 
operated by cranked lever on carburettor. 

TRANSMISSION: Triumph gearbox with positive-stop foot control. Top gear 
5.8 to 1. Third 6.95 to 1. Second 10.0 to 1. Bottom 14.7 to 1. Multi-plate clutch 
with cork inserts mnning in oil. Primary chain Kin x 0.305in. In aluminium oil- 
bath case. Secondary chain % x Kin lubricated by bleed from primary case. RPM 
at 30mph in top gear, 2300 approx. 

IGNITION AND LIGHTING: BT-H (or Lucas) magneto with auto-advance. 
Separate Lucas dynamo. 7in diameter head lamp. 

FUEL CAPACITY: 3K gallons. 

TYRES: 19 x 3.25in. Dunlop front and rear. 

BRAKES: Triumph 6K x IK in. front ; 8 x IK in rear (with spring hub). 

Hand adjusters. 

SUSPENSION: Triumph telescopic front fork with hydraulic damping. 
Triumph spring hub in rear wheel. 

WHEELBASE: 55in; ground clearance 6in unladen. 

SADDLE: Terry ; unladen height 28in. 

WEIGHT: 3431b with one gallon of fuel, oil-tank full and fully equipped. 
PRICE: £128 plus Purchase Tax (in Britain) - £162 1 Is 3d. Speedometer extra 
£4 plus £1 Is 8d P.T Spring hub extra £16 plus £4 6s 5d PT. 

ROAD TAX: £3 15s a year; £1 Os 8d a quarter. 

MAKERS: Triumph Engineering Co, Meriden Works, Allesley, Coventry. 
DESCRIPTION: The Motor Cycle, September 25, 1947. 



PERFORMANCE DATA 


MAXIMUM SPEED: 

First 36mph, second 46mph, third 65mph, top 68mph. 

ACCELERATION: 

10-30mph 

20-40mph 30-50mph 

Bottom 

3K secs 



Second 

4K secs 

5K secs 


Third 

8 secs 

7K secs 

7K secs 

Top 

9K secs 

9K secs 

9K secs 


Speed at end of quarter mile from rest : 65mph 
Time to cover standing quarter mile : 22 secs 

PETROL CONSUMPTION: At 30mph 96mpg. At 40mph 8 1 .6mpg. At 
50mph 70.4mpg. At 60mph 65.6mpg. 

BRAKING: From 30mph to rest 26ft (surface: dry tar macadam). 
TURNING CIRCLE: 15ft 3in 

MINIMUM NON-SNATCH SPEED: lOmph in top gear. 

WEIGHT PER CC: 0.9081b. 
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O now being provided by tbe tank’s four-bar styling strip 
carrying the Triumph name, and hy the chromed tank- 
top parcel grid. 

The 350 was offered as the 3T de Luxe, still with an all- 
hlack finish, hut with a 3 V 2 Imp. gallon tank with slightly 
different chrome hands from the others with their four 
gallon ones, a slightly smaller rear mudguard, a different 
saddle, a 3.25 x 19in rear tyre to match the front, and an 
85mph speedo against the others' 120mph items. 

No, the problem wasn't that the 3T didn't look 
like a proper Triumph, it was that it didn't go like one. 
There was a really significant difference pro rata 
between the 28bhp@6000rpm 5T Speed Twin, and the 
3T (which never got a name) and its 19bhp@6500 ("and 
that was probably optimistic," the Ace Classics men 
reckoned). This translated into top speeds of 90mph 
and 74mph respectively (both on test with Motor 
Cycling during 1946). 

The experienced journalist Dave Minton wrote that 
the 3T, "ran out of steam by 65mph, and was rarely to 
exceed 70," and confirmed that the "strangled, puny 
engine" had resisted even Freddy Clarke's tuning efforts, 
thanks to its "cramped combustion chamber'! The other 
factor, with unique dimensions for the 349cc engine of 
55 X 73.4, was an over-long stroke for such a small bore. 


at 52.2in, two inches shorter than the 1946 5T; and 
"light',' at just 3351b dry, 301b lighter than the 5T and 
some 20-301b less than the rigid heavyweight singles of 
the day. Even Turner's (in)famous sprung hub with its 
eight-inch brake, when offered from 1947 as an option 
for the 3T, added only another 161b. 

Was the 3T developed? 

Not really, apart from the revised top end clamping 
arrangements already mentioned. The front 
mudguard fixings had been modified, like the others, 
during 1947. The dynamo's puny 35W output was 
increased, like the 5T's, to 60W for 1949. In 1950, again 
like the 5T, the 350's wheelbase was lengthened by 
nearly two inches. And in the 3T's final year, 1951, 
a dualseat was offered optionally in place of the existing 
sprung saddle. 

But time had run out for the 3T. The Triumph 
Engineering Company was a roaring success by then, 
with demand always outstripping supply. Part of the 
sales expansion was happening in the USA, where 
cubes were king and a low-powered 350 would 
definitely be a low man on the totem pole. As the 
cheapest twin, the 3T was the least profitable, and was 
dropped in favour of the big boys. 



So the 3T was a dud? 

In some ways, but there were a number of redeeming 
factors. At £121-2s-6d in 1946, it was some £19 
cheaper than the 500, two to three weeks' wages for 
a working man in those days, and the price 
differential between the two would remain. The 
350 was also cheaper to tax and insure, and fuel 
economy, vital in those days of rationing, with care 
could average up to lOOmpg, and however hard it was 
ridden, was never less than 65mpg. 

The 3T was also, as Minton acknowledged, 
"astonishingly smooth, tractable, quiet and docile." He 
could have added "compact',' with a wheelbase initially 


Were tears shed? 

You would think not. The scarcity of surviving examples 
argues that the 3T was a) not as durable as the 5T, and b) 
was a utility model in the sense that it was used until 
worn out, and then discarded. It was (for once) before 
my time, but 'one who knows,' author Roy Bacon, has 
written that the 3T was "a much-liked machine',' and 
that "it had made many friends and a good few riders 
mourned its passing." 

Edward Turner, for one, was not done with the 350 
capacity. Six years later his shorter-stroke, unit 
construction 3TA would be a very different proposition 
both in terms of popularity and performance. 



Triumph | 3T and 21 

w 


JVice 

times 

This pair of 350cc Triumphs are pretty much 
everything one (or two) could want in a classic 

Words: JAMES ROBINSON 
Photography: JOE DICK 
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The history of the Triumph 3T has heen relayed in the 
preceding pages, while we also did a similar joh with 
its successor - alheit it followed after a gap of six years 
- in our June 2012 issue, though the chance to ride an 
example of each, hack to hack, was an opportunity 
not to he passed up. What's more, this pair of twins 
are both unrestored, with the 3T in particular having a 
fascinating and full life story. 

Owner Peter Rosenthal (son of our own Richard) 
finally managed to acquire the 3T in December 2012. 
It was owned by a friend, and Pete had known about 
it for years and had actually pretty much given up 
ever getting his hands on it - hence he bought the 
later 350cc twin. But then an opportunity to acquire 
the earlier machine arose... so custodianship of the 
later machine was passed to Pete's girlfriend Rowena 
Smith. Actually, Pete and Rowena suspect it was the 
fact Rowena passed her motorcycle test which 
persuaded their friend to part with the earlier 
machine; whether it was or not, it was only after she'd 
expressed an interest in riding the 3T, that its previous 
custodian agreed to sell. 


This particular 3T's history is beautiful in its 
simplicity. It was bought new on July 1, 1948, by 
Archie Poulton, of Aspende, Hertfordshire. Peter has 
yet to establish who the selling dealer was, only 
knowing it was a London dealership and that the firm 
had 'Unlimited' in its name. 

Mr Poulton used his new 350cc twin to travel the 
one-and-a-half miles to work and home again, every 
working day until 1964, when apparently it stopped, 
the engine seized, clogged and coked up, never 
having had a decent run to warm up and 'clear out' 
the engine. It languished in the back of Mr Poulton's 
garden shed until it was acquired by the man who 
was to sell it to Peter - he bought it for £60 in 1971. It 
then sat untouched until Peter was able to acquire it. 
Pete explained: "When we got it, it was seized 
absolutely solid. We tried everything we could think 
of to free it off. We poured diesel in it, heated it up, 
even tried pouring cola in it, as someone suggested 
it might work. It didn't. In the end we had to simply 
break the liners to get the pistons out. It just 
wouldn't budge." O 
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Triumph | 3T and 21 

W 


O Cambridge Rebores was entrusted with the task of 
relining and honing the hores. The hottom half of the 
engine was still in perfect condition, so Pete simply 
cleaned and reassembled it. The same was true for the 
clutch and gearbox - all were as new. 

A few bits were beyond redemption, and had to be 
sourced, with Mark Francis coming up with fork seals 
and the exhaust downpipes. Tri-Supply was able to 
provide gaskets and fuel pipes, the magneto was sent 
away to Dave Lindsley, A1 Osbourne supplied a new 
voltage regulator and a new wiring look came courtesy 
of The Wiring Man. But Pete says: '"Getting bits wasn't 
that easy, it seems there are few about for these." 

With all these parts being sent hither and thither, 
Peter got on with completely stripping the Triumph, to 
see what he had and to give it a thorough, deep clean. 
The more he stripped, the more he found he liked and 
he was able to reuse much, including the original wheel 
bearings, the brake shoes and even the odd cable. 

All this work was undertaken in the early part of 
2013, with the Triumph returning to the road in the 
June of that year. It proved very 'tight' engine -wise to 
begin with, but soon started to settle down and reveal 
its true character. 


The Triumph 21 was bought by Peter from Neville 
Lewis at Surrey Cycles, though it had previously been 
in the Isle of Man as part of Tony East's collection. 
Peter says: "The 3T was the one I always wanted, but I 
didn't think I'd be able to get it, so I bought this 
instead, in 201 1. Then, when I did get the 3T, I passed 
the 21 on to Rowena." 

It's a remarkably original version too, with a few 
nice period bits and pieces on it adding to its 
period charm. It still sports its original registration 
number (as does the earlier example) and the only 
thing that looks to have been done to it, really, is 
the tank repaint. 

When we set off for a ride, I was allocated the 3T - 
perfect so far as I'm concerned, given my predilection 
for small in stature, preferably rigid framed bikes. As 
the majority of my 'foot change' riding this year has 
been on prewar Velos, which sport 'up for up' change 
patterns, the identical Triumph gear sequence felt 
natural and pleasantly familiar. It is actually quite an 
interesting comparison to make - the 3T being quite 
similar in manners and dimensions to my prewar '38 
KTS, which is the machine it most reminded me of. 
And that is a compliment. 


Below: Peter and Rowena 
look through the expanse 
of documents with the all- 
original 3T. 

Below right; The tax disc 
from 1964 shows when 
the Triumph was last on 
the road. 

Bottom right: Originai 
siiencers were reused - 
though new down pipes 
have had to be added. 
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^^Both the older ST and its newer 21 sibling have enough 
about them to show why the 350cc was so popular, ” 


A good thing about the baby Triumph though 
was its ease of starting, especially compared to the 
sometimes temperamental Velocette, though I 
think the Triumph actually felt smaller and more 
compact than the Hall Green machine, too. But 
whatever, I felt right at home immediately. The 
Triumph weighs in at 3261b with the Velo being at 
least 101b more - incidentally, the 21 is supposed to 
weigh 3391b. Indeed, if anything I was a little - only a 
little - cramped on the 3T. I think anyone over six 
foot would possibly find it a touch on the dinky side, 
with the distance from saddle to bars seemingly 
quite small. 

Moving away and easily up through the gears 
demonstrated the Triumph's rewy nature, though 
Peter had warned me it still felt a little bit tight, 
so not to go too mad. So I was changing up in good 
time, the engine buzzing along happily, 
with a 50-55mph cruising speed probably about 
where the 3T felt happiest. Triumph's own 
front fork absorbed the bumps and ripples in a 
calm and assured manner, while the spring seat 
smoothed out most of the bumps the rear wheel 
skipped over. There was nothing untoward or 
unsettling about the Triumph, it just did all that was 
asked in a genteel way. 'Nice' is the word which best 
sums up its character. 


Above: Even the original 
toolkit remains with the 
Triumph. 


Below: Taking a turn in 
the saddle of the 21. 



Next, I swapped onto the 21. I've always been a bit wary 
of these - my uncle had one brand new in the late 1950s 
and reckoned it was the most evil-handling motorcycle 
he's ever ridden. Though I've ridden 21s in the past and 
thought nothing of the same, his words are always in the 
back of my mind. But again this litde Triumph did 
nothing to worry or phase me (it could be because he 
was a heavy wristed, 20-odd-year-old when he had his; I 
suspect he rode it a bit different to what I was doing on 
Rowena's...) and in fact I again thought it was 'nice! It felt 
a generation - at least - newer than the 3T, which really 
had its roots in the prewar period. 

The 21 reminded me somewhat of a scooter, for some 
reason, with the physical dimensions and expanses of 
bodywork adding to the impression. Its willing nature 
couldn't be faulted and I was actually quite soon having 
fun on it, again finding nothing when cornering 
moderately to support what my uncle reckoned... The 
(needle roller main bearing) engine is even more huzzy 
and busy than the (plain bush main bearing) 3T and I 
concur with Pete's reckoning that the 21 is probably 5- 
lOmph faster, in terms of comfortable cruising speed and 
(from what Peter says) ultimate top speed. 

Both machines show though why the 350cc class was 
so popular - and important. Each has enough about it to 
provide 'fun' but is in no way threatening or anything 
other than 'nice! 
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Please send A5 SAK for price list. Worldwide mail order 
Reeves Yard, Warwick Road, Whitstable, Kent CT5 IHX 
Tcl; (M227 K61 HHI or contact us via website w.triuniphliKercubspares.cu.iik 
Visitors strictly by apptiintment only • BUY ONLINR VIA OUR WRBSITK 



SPARES 


ING ^ 


LTD 


WE STOCK OVER 20,000 BSA PARTS FROM 01 to A75. MANY ORIGINAL N.O.S 
INLESS STEEL PARTS OUR SPECIALITY PLUS NUTS. BOLTS, WAS 
• MANUALS - HANOBOOKS, SPARES LISTS. SERVICE SHEETS 
• WORKSHOP TOOLS • WIDEST RANGE OF PULLERS and EXTRACTORS 
Mail Order Specialists. 24hr Despatch • Worldwide Service 
170 CROSS STREET, SALE, CHESHIRE M33 7AQ 
Opening times 9.30 to 5.00 Moo-Fri, Sat only 9am to ipm (closed Wed) 
CALL BRIAN OR CHRIS for knowledgeable Iriendly service 
0161 969 3850 

e: llghtnlng-spares@llghtning-spares.co.uk 

www.iightning-spares.co.uk 


TIGER SPARES - USA 

NEWITEMSn 
1950-1956 

Tank Strip Bands, Badges & Screws 
1957-1965 

3 & 4 Gallon Tank Badges & Screws 
1957-1965 
Gas Tank Styling Strips 
3 & 4 Gallon Tank Knee Rubbers 

Your USA source for pre-unit quality parts that fit! 

( 651 ) 338-5943 

www.triiimnlwartsitsa.com 

PRE-UNIT TRI UMPH PARTS SPECI ALISTS 



ALLDENS EXHAUSTS 



Specialists in making BESPOKE STAINLESS 
STEEL EXHAUST SYSTEMS for all British and 

foreign bikes 


We can build to your bike, copy a 
pattern, or alter the design of the 
exhaust system if needed. 

We are sympathetic to the style of your 
bike, and will retain it's original look. 
Please ring or e-mail to discuss your 
requirements. 


DEN TIETZE 

Ardgraft Works, Newtoft Business Park, Market Rasen, Lines LN8 3WA 
Phone; 01673 862286 Mob: 07595 448713 


Email: sales@tubeengineers.co.uk 


and TRIUMPH 
DrnW/m STARTS HERE 


ALL POST-WAR MODELS CATERED FOR 

MASSIVE STOCKS • HUGE RANGE 

FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE 

Kidderminster Motorcycles 

60-62 Blackwell Street, Kidderminster, Worcs. DY10 2EE 

Telephone (01562) 66679 

or Fax (01562) 825826 ™ 

iCD! E-mail: kmc4bsa@hotmail.com 



• Lucas • Amal • Hepolite • Renold 
500/650/750 Unit Twins/Triples 

OPEN: 2pm - 6.30pm Daily - Callers by appointment only 

FOR MAIL ORDERS & ENQUIRIES. NO VAT 
TEL/FAX Felixstowe 01 394 279929 
E-mail: saleS(g)tSts.co.uk Website: www.tSts.co.uk 


M.S. MOTORCYCLES (Est 1982) 

‘TRICOLOURS Classic Motorcycle Paint 

TRIUMPH COLOUR SPECIALIST 

lOOOs of colours, ready mixed or matched to your sample 

TNTERSEAL’ FUEL TANK SEALANT 
Help and advice always available 

www.msmotorcyclesuk.com 
Tel 07773 296826 • John Chrichlow 

Email : ms.motorcycles.uk @ ntlworld.com 



Visit our brand new website 


www.trac3rtooIs.c6m 


Reamer 


Tapsi 

Dies 


Acme 

Taps 


Taper Shank 
Drills HSS 


All 


We ship an3rwhere in the world 


^Trac3r Tools Ltd 

Tap Se Die Specialist, Engineer Tool Supplies 

Tel: 01803 328 603 Fax: 01803 328 157 


Unit 1, Parkfield Ind Est, Barton Hill Way, Torquay. Devon TQ2 8JG 

Email: info@tracytools.com 

www.tracytools.com 


British Cycle Threads Available 


Taps and Dies 
Special Sizes 
Diestocks 
Boxed Sets 
Tap Wrenches 


Endmills 

Clearance Bargains 
Slot Drills 

Tailstock Die Holder 
Drills HSS 


Centre Drills 
Reamers 
Drill sets (HSS) 
Drills 

Thread Chasers 


PRODUCTS 
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^dAsacMora^ 


Monty’s Classic Motorcycles Ltd 

Quality spares for British Classics 
NEXT DA Y UK MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
AND FAST OVERSEAS “ 


SHIPPING 


Visit our new online shop 
montysclassicmotorcyclesshop. co. uk 

We keep a large stock of spares including genuine Triumph. 
BSAA7A10. Repairs. Wheel Building. Engines/Gearboxes 
Over 35 years in the British bike trade 
All major credit cards taken 

eb : Monty’s Classic Motorcycles 

workshop at 8 Mill Hill Cottages, Mill Hill, Tavistock, Devon PL19 8NW 

For advice and ordersTGh01822 617010 


Amal . Boyer . Morris . BSA . Renold . Lucas . L F Harris 

www.montysclassicmotorcycles.com 


^ Thunderbird Snares 

NEmT ^ARTS for triumph and BSA POST WAR TO 1985 

EASY on-line ordering at our web-shop • OVER 25 years motorcycle trade 
experience • PARTS supplied by enthusiasts for enthusiasts 


Web-Shop: www.thunderbirdspares.com 


Email; sales@thunderbirdspares.co.uk 


Meriden Off Road 


TK QJMPI^ TIGER CUB SPECIALISTS 

For Parts, Sales, Service, Repairs and full Restorations. 

In fact, everything from Engine Re-builds to Paint Work 
• Rod Sets • Cylinder head restoration • Aluminium welding 


Professional Friendly Service Tel: 07955 555112 
or visit our on-line shop www.meridenoffroad.co.uk 






H 

View our new website 

ONLY £10 (plus P&P) WWVV.3CGCl3SSiCS.C0.uk Like us on Facebook 

Ace Classics (London! Tiger Parts UK 

101-103 St Mildreds Road, London SE12 ORL ■ 020 8698 4273 

Ace opening hours: Monday- Friday 9ani-6pm ■ Saturday lOam- 6pm ■ Sun Closed 



Modem Cor 


^ Over 35 years' experience ^ Free and automatic salvage retention* 

^ No broker administration fees ^ Cover for riders from 21 years of age 

Choose a vehicle repairer you trust and no upper age limit* 

^ UK & European accident & breakdown ^ Agreed value* 

recovery including home service 


• Subjwt to our standing under\*Titing crilerliL Please refer to the policy documentation on our website, or call, for 
further information. The whiclc ne^s to be registered prior to 1991 in order to be eligible for our classic insurance. 
Photography courtesy of Mortons Archive. 

RH Specialist Insurance is a trading name of Willis Limited, a Lloyd's Broker. Registered office: 51 Lime Street, 
London, EC3M TDQ. Registered number 181116 England and Wales. Willis Limited is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority. The RH Specialist Insurance schemes are arranged and administered on behalf 
of Willis Limited by ERS Syndicate Sennees Limited, an appointed representative of ERS Syndicate Management 
Limited which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority: Number 204851 


FP0032 


Call our friendly UK team for a quotation 

01277 206 911 

www.rhclassicinsurance.co.uk 



Find us on 

n 

Facebook 


Military 
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Pussycat 
• Panther 

The quarter litre offering from Panther was more domesticated 
house cat than ferocious feline - but that’s not always a bad thing. 

Words: ROY POYNTING Photography: TERRY JOSLIN 
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Though the comparatively small, vertical engine does not immediately scream 'Panther’ it is undeniably a well thought-out machine. 


he mere mention of 
Panther motorcycles inevitably 
raises images of hig singles 
with their engines acting as 
the frame's downtuhe. And 
with very good reason, 
because big slopers were 
exactly what Panther maker Phelon & Moore 
was famous for during 60-plus years. Even 
competition rider/developer turned museum 
supremo Sammy Miller was thinking along the same 
lines when he advertised for a Panther to fill one of 
the rare gaps in his collection, and was slightly 
surprised to end up with something smaller and 
much rarer. It was a 1954 250cc Model 65 - scruffy 
but a runner - and was a straightforward restoration 
job compared with many of the exotic projects 
arriving at the museum. 

Now you may not have heard of the Model 65, but 
you're probably aware of its predecessor, the 
bargain-basement 250cc and 350cc Red Panthers 
that saved the Cleckheaton, Yorkshire, company's 
bacon in the 1930s. Well, those bikes weren't 
forgotten when manufacture restarted after the 
Second World War. Instead P&M dusted off the 
production line and introduced motorcycles 
designated the Models 60 and 70, with semi sloping 
engines just like the prewar economy specials. 

Initially they had old-fashioned girder forks but 
were soon given the dubious benefit of Dowty 
telescopies, whose dependence on air-springing 
tended to give riders a sinking feeling when the seals 
succumbed to road grit. 


FINER DETAILS 

1954 PANTHER 
MODEL 65 

ENGINE TYPE single 
cylinder own-make 
four-stroke 
CAPACITY 249CC 
BORE X STROKE 
60 X 88mm 
OUTPUT 

10.4bhp @ 5000rpm 
LUBRICATION 
recirculating from 
compartment in crankcase 
CARBURETTOR 
Amal Monobloc 
IGNITION Coil/6v battery 
GEARBOX Burman 
CP four-speed 
FRAME fuU loop 
TANK CAPACITY 2.5gaUons 
SEAT HEIGHT 31in 
WHEELBASE 56in 


P&M had a long history of interest in competition - 
even entering the TT with a modest degree of success 
in vintage years - and had produced trials models 
called the Stroud in the 1930s. In 1948 the name was 
revived for new triallers with engines derived from 
those on the roadsters, but looking quite different 
because their cylinders were set vertically. The new 
Strouds were not particularly successful, but were an 
important part of the postwar Panther story, because 
their Vertical' engines were then fitted to revised 
250/350CC roadsters called the Models 65 and 75, and 
these remained in production throughout the 1950s. 

Along the way there were some significant changes, 
most noticeably in 1952/3 when the Dowty forks 
were abandoned in favour of Panther's own, and the 
frame was updated with swinging arm rear 
suspension, again using home-brewed suspension 
units. Despite their problems the Dowty forks were 
retained on the Stroud triallers, but that was perhaps 
just a way of using up unpopular stock on a model 
that was about to be discontinued. There were 
initially Standard and De luxe versions of the 
roadster Model 65; the latter having extra chrome 
plating and - more importantly - a four-speed 
gearbox; but probably an equal attraction to the 


^^The 65 designation means 
something in terms of speed, ’’ 
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traditional Panther owner was the De Luxe's 
magneto ignition, whereas the standard model relied 
on a hattery/coil set-up. Interestingly, production 
was suspended almost as soon as the springers were 
announced, because the assembly line was fully 
occupied making engines for proprietary use in a 
little-known Swedish motorcycle. 

From 1953 onwards, the Standard Model 65 was 
dropped, but in any case the distinction between it 
and the De Luxe had become blurred, with the 
latter's range of options including a rigid frame, 
single saddle and coil ignition. The Model 65 was 
always something of a poor relation to the 
superficially similar 350cc Model 75 - which was a 
much better seller, especially in export markets - and 
improvements were usually applied to the larger 
model before being passed down. Thus the Model 75 
was given a better frame with a stiffer swing fork, 
controlled by bought-in Armstrong units, a year or so 
before it was offered on the Model 65, and full-width 
hubs were standardised on the 350 while still an 
option on the smaller model. 

The few subsequent changes were confined to 
details of finish and minor mechanical upgrades like 
better oil seals, so the 1954 Model 65 recently 
renovated by Sammy Miller and chief restorer Bob 
Stanley was about as good as things got. Neither 
capacity model was ever produced in great numbers 


FINER DETAILS 

1954 PANTHER 
MODEL 65 

SUSPENSION Panther 
telescopic front forks, 
swinging arm rear with 
(originally) Armstrong units 
TYRES 325 xl9in 
front and rear 
BRAKES sis drums 
7in front. Gin rear 
WEIGHT 3301b 
TOP SPEED 65mph approx 
PRICE NEW £154 


CLUB CONTACT: 

PANTHER OWNERS 
CLUB, Gunnar Schoder, 
membership@pantherowne 
E'sclub.cornl 

VINTAGE MOTOR CYCLE 
CLUB, National Secretary, 
Allen House, Wetmore 
Road, Burton upon Trent, 
Staffs DE14 ITR. 


- hence their current rarity - and P&M obviously 
decided that if the company was going to offer 
anything smaller than its big slopers, it would from 
then on take the easy route of using proprietary 
Villiers engines. Lightweights with 200cc single 
cylinder two -stroke motors were introduced in 1956, 
and slightly bigger twins followed shortly afterwards. 
Interest (such as it was) in Panther's middleweight 
four-strokes was allowed to dwindle, and they were 
finally axed in 1960. 

What a shame! Admittedly I wouldn't have 
looked twice at one when I was an impressionable 
teenager (not that I recall ever seeing one to look at 
twice) and I don't suppose any of my contemporaries 
would have taken any more interest. But that just 
shows how easily we were swayed by each other's 
fixation with speed and image, because to be frank 
the Model 65 Panther wasn't overburdened with 
either characteristic. Its rated horsepower was 
about the lowest of any contemporary quarter-litre 
motorcycle, and its appearance was far from racy. 
Fortunately somebody with more practical 
priorities decided to buy this particular Model 65, 
and I'm sure it repaid him with years of loyal service. 
What he realised - and we didn't - was that more 
speed than you really need is not a particularly good 
thing, and looking smart is as valid an attribute as 
looking fast. O 
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O Actually, now that I think about it, I’d suggest 
that 'handsome' would he an even better description 
of the Model 65 Panther's appearance, because 
this is a motorcycle with considerable presence. 
Some 250s can leave you feeling rather overwhelmed 
in the presence of big-capacity bikes, but this one 
has a saddle as high as a 650, a wheelbase long 
enough to give comforting stability, and enough 
weight to ensure that potholes don't throw it off 
line or propel its rider skywards. In short, given 
the way most classics are ridden nowadays, I find 
very little to criticise about the smallest 
four-stroke Panther. 

And that includes its apparently pathetic power 
output. True, the Model 65 would run out of steam 
on the open road before you lost your licence - it's 
one of the few motorcycles where the designation 
happens to mean something in terms of speed - but 
much more importantly it pulls like a Yorkshire pit 
pony. During the photo shoot, I gave cameraman 
Terry Joslin a lift on the back, and more than 
doubling the Panther's load (to put it tactfully) 
seemed to make absolutely no difference to its ability 
to get off the mark and tour along at a decent pace 
without feeling stressed. Its man-sized dimensions 
mean there's room enough for two, as well. The 
handling is absolutely fine, the riding position suits 
me to a tee, and the suspension is comfortable 
without being disconcertingly soft. 

Moreover, the engine is a reliable starter thanks to 
the coil ignition option, and its iron cylinder head 
(another damning indictment against middleweight 
Panthers in the status stakes) ensures that 



Above: The Panther’s 
engine delivered 10.4bhp. 


Below left: This Panther 
combines a long 
wheelbase and high riding 
position (for a 250) to 
great effect. 

Below right: The Panther’s 
handsome two and a half 
gallon petrol tank. 

Bottom right: The 
speedo mounted just 
behind the headlight. 


mechanical noise is minimal. Despite looking very 
different to the firm's big slopers, the engine actually 
shares quite a few design features with them, 
notably in the lubrication arrangements. An 
uncomplicated oscillating plunger pump feeds oil to 
the main bearings and the valve gear, after which 
gravity returns it to the sump where it splash- 
lubricates the big end before being picked up by the 
flywheels and thrown over a weir into a separate oil 
compartment. It's simple and effective, just like the 
rest of the bike. And if the requirement to have the 
oil compartment in front of the crankshaft makes the 
engine appear set further back in the frame than 
usual, it would only be criticised by somebody who 
values an ultra-conventional appearance above 
ingenuity and practicality. 

Many people wouldn't notice that slight eccentricity 
in any case, because this is undeniably an impressive 
looking power unit that nicely matches the rest of the 
bike. In fact its appearance makes it hard to guess its 
modest capacity, with a pressed steel primary 
chaincase similar to that on many heavyweight 
contemporaries, a necessarily voluminous crankcase 
cum oil tank and a substantial timing chest 
surmounted by a man-sized pushrod tube. 

It's the marriage between convention and 
originality that makes the little-known Panther Model 
65 such an interesting bike to study in the museum. 
But couple that with being a real pleasure to ride after 
little more than a cosmetic makeover to restore its 
genuinely good looks; and I'd suggest you've got solid 
evidence of an extremely worthy motorcycle which 
was sadly under-appreciated in its own era. ^|||^ 
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THE GRAND PALAIS SALE 

Exceptional Motor Cars, 
Motorcycles and Automobilia 
Thursday 5 February 2015 
Paris, France 

For Lot preview visit 

bonhams.com/22528 


Sold for charity: formerly the property of 
His Holiness, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

2013 HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
1,690CC FLSTC 103 HERITAGE 
SOFTAIL CLASSIC 
€15,000-25,000 

1974 BIMOTA 750CC HB1 
€58,000 - 75,000 


For details of how to take part please 
contact our UK office or visit 

bonhams.com/motorcycles 

to submit an online seller request. 

ENQUIRIES 
UK Motorcycles 
+44 ( 0)20 8963 2817 
motorcycles@bonhams.com 


CATALOGUE 

+44 ( 0 ) 1666 502 200 
subscriptions@bonhams.com 



Bonhanns 


bonhams.com/motorcycles 
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Boyer Bn 


Tel 01622 730939 

Boyer-Bransden 
Electronics Ltd 
Frindsbury House 
Cox Street 
Detling Maidstone 
Kent ME14 3HE. 

Fax: 01622 730930 
www.BoyerBransden.com 


Boyer Bransden 

V -W III. 

Electronic Ignitions For Motorcycles and Cars, Road & Racing 
From Boyer Bransden 

Whether you're looking for the ultimate performance, for your classic racer, or simply 
want to keep your classic road bike reliable and sparking strongly, at Boyer Bransden 
we have the answer. With over forty years unbroken manufacturing in the field of 
electronic ignitions and componentry, we have the perfect solution for your machine. 

Over 40 Years' Proven 
©• Performance 

In 1969 Ernie Bransden designed and 
patented a miniature electronic 
ignition that was a fraction of the size 
'J and far more efficient than any of its ^ 

^ ^ competitors. Since that time various 

electronic ignitions and % 

m manufacturers have come and gone, jg / 

but Boyer Bransden have been in jS | 

M constant production. Today, a I 

It .llE Boyer Bransden produce one |hI I L . 

• of the most efficient ignition 

systems in the world. 


0YAMAHA 

SUZUKI Tlorloa) 
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SpecUti 

scrambier 

A mixture of ability, engineering ingenuity and hard work ensured 
Tommy Barker enjoyed a good decade and a half scrambling at 
the sharp end, often on his own-built machines. 


Words and photography: ANDY WESTLAKE 
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Tommy Barker | Profile 


Stroud valley scramble in 1948. 
Tom is riding the SOOcc BSA on 
which he started scrambling. 
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n a 15 year scrambles career between 1948 
and tbe end of 1962, there were few events in 
the Western and Wessex centres where the 
name of Tommy Barker and his home- 
brewed specials didn't feature in the results. 

More than 50 years have slipped by since 
Tommy hung up his helmet, but his 
memories are still crystal clear. In those austere 
postwar years. Tommy began his scrambling on a 
500cc BSA and aboard his little home-brewed TBS. He 
takes up the story... 

'T was born in Wrotham, Kent, in May 1926 but my 
family moved to Dursley, Gloucestershire, in the 
1930s, when my father found work as a carpenter, 
and it was there I began my working career with a job 
at Listers in 1941. 

"Three years later I had my call-up papers for the Army 
and was enlisted into the Royal Engineers for a posting to 
India. Later, I was transferred to Iraq and it was here I got 
my first taste of off-road riding. 

"In our time off, a gang of us used to go off into the 
desert riding over the rough stuff. It was great fun and I 
made up my mind that when my Army time was up, I 
was going to start riding in trials and scrambles. 

"Every week I used to send a postal order to my mum 
to save for me until I got home and on my return in 1948 1 
had enough to buy a brand new B34 BSA. 

"My first event was a trial but I was drawn to 
scrambling and in the summer of 1948 1 raced the BSA in 
a couple of events. The following year I part-exchanged 
the B34 for a 350cc Goldie. 

"In the early 1930s chancellor Philip Snowden had 
introduced a half price road tax for motorcycles under 
150cc so when scrambling started again after the war 
quite a lot of clubs introduced races for these 


lightweights. In early 1949, my brother alerted me to a 
non-running 150cc BSA for sale on a farm in Yorkshire. I 
sent the owner £5, and a few days later the bike arrived at 
Dursley station. 

"We soon had it running and I fitted alloy mudguards, 
and converted it from hand to foot change. In its first race 
I stalled on the startline and was last away, but the little 
BSA was a flyer and by the time we got round on the first 
lap Td overtaken the entire field, including Bill Nicholson 
on his works Bantam, and ran out a clear winner. 

"For the 1950 season the Western centre decided to 
downsize the engine capacity in the lightweight class to 
125cc, so using Phil Irving's book Tuning for Speed as 
reference, I spent a lot of hours during the winter of 
1949/50 working on the engine and improving the 
running gear. 

"Running on methanol, the engine was very quick and 
I married this up to a lightweight Albion four-speed 
gearbox and changed the girder forks for a set from a 
Bantam, which I filled with rubber to improve their 
damping. So it didn't get confused with a Bantam, I 
called it the 'TBS' and other than a meeting at Kidston 
when it went bang when the crankpin broke, it was both 
fast and reliable." 

During the course of the next three or four seasons 
Barker and the TBS - which by now had a spring frame 
- notched up numerous wins. The records show that 
in 1953 alone he recorded 76 race victories on the little 
four- stroke. Although he loved racing his 125cc 
special, he was still having a lot of success on the big 
Beezer and there were also a couple of outings on a 
brace of factory Dots. 

"To improve the handling of the 350cc BSA I had it 
fitted with a McCandless swinging arm but I had lots of 
problems with the rear spindle bending. 


Above: Tommy and 
Doreen aboard their BSA 
race transporter in the 
iate 1940s. 


Beiow: Aviating the BSA 
at Hawkstone Park in 
1953. (Photo Biii Coie) 
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'At the time I was working for the Williams and 
Thomas' hike shop in Stroud and after examining 
all different sorts of machines, I decided the only 
one to have the swinging arm perfectly positioned was 
a Velocette. 

"Using this as a guideline I went ahead and 
fabricated one of my own out of some tuhing I hent to 
shape and with a cable operated rear wheel from an M 
model BSA, it worked a treat. For the first two or three 
seasons most of my racing was local, but by the early 
1950s I started to spread my wings to include national 
events like the Lancs GN and Hawkstone Park for the 
big 'Coronation' scramble. 

"I remember this meeting was extremely dusty and I 
needed some extra air filtering for the big BSA, so I asked 
if they could put out over the public address if there was a 
lady who could let me have a stocking. They were pretty 
hard to get and expensive in those days but I got 34 and 
made the sports page of one of the national newspapers! 

"On my TBS I'd had some great scraps with the factory 
Dots ridden by Bill Baraugh and Terry Cheshire. With 
Terry away on Army duties in 1953, 1 got the offer to ride a 
pair of factory prepared bikes at some meetings. I had an 
outing on the 197 at the notorious Lancashire Grand 
National at Holcombe Moor. 

"On race day it was pouring with rain and I had to 
borrow Doreen's mac for extra protection. With the 
heavy rain the track turned into a sea of liquid peat which 
was like riding in glue. Although I managed to get round. 


the factory two -stroke was absolutely gutless and by the 
finish the mac was ripped to shreds. It was my last ride 
on the works Dot..." 

Tommy's smooth riding style meant a Barker 
crash was a rarity, but a nasty spill on the big BSA at 
the 1955 Cotswold resulted in a broken collarbone, 
which sidelined him for several months. The time 
spent away from the racetracks was extremely 
productive, as on his return the BSA had been sold and 
in its place was another home-made special. Powered 
by a 250cc Velocette, the little four-stroke single soon 
proved its mettle and over the course of the next five 
seasons it would carry the Gloucester based man to 
scores of victories. 

Tommy takes up the story of how the bike came about 
and also recalled a couple of his best rides in 1958... 

"I had seen Les Archer go well on his 250cc Velo, so I 
knew that the engine had potential and when one came 
up for sale in the nearby village of Eastcombe, I decided 
to buy it. To try to get the best out of the engine my boss 
Ernie Thomas - a prewar continental circus road racer - 
had a word with Charles Udall at Velocette, who 
suggested we use Venom cams which would give the 
same timing as a KTT. I changed the clutch for a multi- 
plate MAC one, used a gearbox from a 500cc MSS and 
built this into a spring frame I made from scratch using a 
crashed BSA B33 swinging arm and rear hub with a set of 
forks and hub from a B31 on the front. It was heavy but it 
handled a treat and once wound up was very fast." O 



Above: On his way to 
winning the uitra 
iightweight race at the 
1949 Cotswoid. The iittie 
BSA is stiii basicaiiy in 
road trim. 


Beiow: First season, 
1957, on the very tidy 
250cc Veiocette. (Photo 
Biii Coie) 
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O The 1958 season had started well for Barker, with a win 
at the Bristol cluh's Henley scramble at Yatton, which 
gave him plenty of confidence for the following 
weekend's encounter with some of the country's best 
250cc riders at the national Wessex event at Glastonbury. 

"It was the first time since 1950 that the organising Tor 
club had got full national status for this historic event 
and, keen to attract top riders like Brian Stonebridge and 
the Sharp and Rickman brothers, they offered a £20 
purse for the winner in each class. 

"On the day a crowd of over 10,000 lined the 1.3 mile 
course which was in perfect condition for some fast and 
close racing. 

"At that time I was able to use the Velocette in both the 
250 and larger capacity races. In the first race for 350s I 
had a decent ride to finish fourth and was feeling pretty 
confident for the lightweight race. 

"Brian Stonebridge had brought along his works 
Greeves which he'd fitted with one of the Herman Meier 
exhaust systems and he shot into the lead, followed by 
me, Triss and Bryan Sharp. As we went into the last lap 
Stonebridge was still in the lead but as I flew along the 
long top straight I was aware of a bit of a commotion on 
the side of the track, with a rider obviously having 
trouble. Not that I had much time to look around and as I 
came past the chequered flag, the crowd was going wild. 

"I thought it was a lot of fuss for finishing second, but 
Doreen told me 'You've won!' It transpired Stonebridge's 
Greeves had nipped up on the last lap. With the £6 I'd 
already won in the 350cc race I went home with £26 prize 
money in my pocket, and felt like a millionaire." 

After his win at Glastonbury, Tommy was 
approached to ride in that year's British round of 
250cc Coupe d'Europe at Beenham Park. On a 
blisteringly hot day he recorded two top 10 finishes - 



Above: On the 500cc BSA 
at a Ross club scramble 
at Upton Bishop in 1956. 


Below: The trials 
Velocette, built after 
Tommy finished 
scrambiing. 


Barker and his home-brewed Velocette were eighth 
overall; a fantastic achievement for both the rider and 
a bike which he'd conceived, built, prepared and 
tuned himself The race at Beenham in 1958 turned 
out to be Tommy's one and only appearance on the 
world stage, but there would be plenty more wins - 
and two more Velocettes - before he eventually retired 
from scrambling at the end of the 1962 season. 

"Because I was racing the 250cc Velo in every class it 
was taking quite a hammering, so in 1959 1 got a 
production 500 scrambler from Hall Green. It was an 
awful handler and I only raced it a few times before 
trading it in for a new pick-up. 

"I carried on racing the 250 up until the end of the 1961 
season when I decided to pension it off and replaced it 
with a 350cc Velo. I fitted it out with an Alfin barrel, BSA 
piston and an MAC Velo flywheel assembly which gave it 
a long stroke of 68 x 96mm but it would rev beautifully. 

"My first event on it was the Red Marley hill climb at 
Easter in 1962 and I was delighted to get through to 
the final after I beat a Gold Star running on dope - 
regarded as one of the fastest 350s in the Midlands - in 
the semis. 

"Trying to keep it competitive took a lot of hours 
working on the bike during the week and at the end of 
the year I had to make the choice of buying a new 
machine or packing it up. It was a hard decision to make, 
but by then I was 36 and fancied trying some new 
projects. So I sold the scrambler and made a Velocette 
powered trials bike." 

On the 250cc MOV-engined 'Barvel' special Tommy 
would continue to compete in Western and Wessex 
centre trials for the next 20 years, but the end of the '62 
season brought the curtain down on his long and very 
successful scrambles career. 4HK 
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The Scottish 
Six Days Trial, 1924 

Brave riders pull through despite the poor weather. 

Words: MICHAEL BARRACLOUGH Photography: MORTONS MEDIA GROUP 


More trials and 
tribulations as one 
rider attempts to 
paddle his way across 
a shallow stream. 


T hough the occasion was marred 
hy poor weather, the 1924 Scottish 
Six Days Trials was an eagerly 
anticipated event up in the 
Scottish Highlands. As the 
competitors vied with each other 
up rugged hills and through 
treacherously sandy 
hends, all the while pursued hy the 
pouring rain, they all tried their utmost to 
get as clean a run as was possible. Some 
were more successful than others. 

The route for the Monday of the event 
took the riders from Edinburgh to 
Inverness - a total of 220 miles in all. The 
main points of interest along the way were 
the hills of Dennyloanhead, Sheriffmuir, 

Amulree and Inverfarigaig, where many a 
rider faced adversity from the sandy and 
often waterlogged track. 

The day's riding kicked off {The Motor 
Cycle describing the weather as "most 
unfavourable") and the riders left the city of 
Edinburgh on their sojourn northwards. 


Straight 
from the 
plate 

To view the rest of 
the pictures in this 
set and to order 
prints please visit 

www.mortons 



The aforementioned publication also reported that 
as the riders travelled north the rain receded a little. 
The riders needed to take great care, as most faults in 
this run were chalked down to careless riding during 
later analysis - the gradients were never terribly 
steep, and so didn't throw up too many problems 
for the participants. 

Bikes with low gearing, such as J M 
Philpott's Francis-Barnett, wobbled a 
little through the trickier bends. Philpott 
himself remained steady and assured 
nevertheless. The sharp bends and loose 
sandy ground made for a devastatingly 
tricky combination, and many intrepid 
riders came a cropper. J Gray (New 
Imperial) failed on Inverfarigaig, taking a 
left-hand corner at speed only to fall on 
the one succeeding it. 

Many of the riders approached the tight 
hairpin bends with a different tactic in 
mind. W Westwood (Triumph) 
favoured hard braking O 
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The Motor Cycle gave a special mention of the hardworking 
officials that gave up their time to monitor the event and its 
riders. Pictured here is one such man, checking his timepiece as 
a Zeppelin sidecar hauled by a big V-twin, rumbles past. 



O at every corner. F P Dickson (Brough Superior) 
decided instead to manipulate the throttle through 
the hends, ensuring a smooth riding style that helped 
him earn his silver cup. P L B Wills (Budge) went for 
the cheeky option and cut most of the corners, 
avoiding the loose sand altogether. 

There were inevitably some retirements on the 
Monday; B Carter (Garfield) was forced to retire after 
an unfortunate hut unavoidable accident involving a 
non-competing car, clutch trouble spelt the end of E 
W Hodge's (Brough Superior) run and J S D Price 
(New Imperial) took a tumble and J R Alexander 
(Royal Enfield) ran over the top of him! Thankfully 
neither competitor was seriously hurt. 

Stand-out machines included the 250cc and 350cc 
Beardmore mounts ridden by E R Jacobs and A Symes. 
They performed admirably in the difficult conditions. 

The 350cc solo category was won by the BSA team 
which included such riders as B L Bird, H S Perry and K J 
Davis. The victor in the unlimited category was the 
James team and the sidecar category was won by AJS. A 
total of 49 silver cups, nine gold medals, 15 silver medals 
and three bronze medals were awarded to the most 
excellent of the 76 riders that finished the course. 



Top: Two cars jostle 
for position on some 
bumpy ground. 

Above: A rider deftly 
manoeuvres his machine 
(a BSA, we think) 
around a bend as another 
rider closes the gap 
behind him. 


Straight 
from the 
plate 

To view the rest of 
the pictures in this set 
and to order prints 
please visit 

mortonsarchive.com 
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The upper ford watersplash proved to be something of an obstacle, as this rider of what may well be an AJS is finding. 



The occupants of a sidecar outfit pause as a ducktail Morgan three-wheeler attempts to traverse a particularly 
bumpy part of the course. 
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PETER BEST INSURANCE 



The 'BEST' Deal In 

Classic Motorcycle Insurance 

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great 
deal on your RENEWAL, our Classic 
Motorbike policies deliver exceptional 
cover at very affordable premiums 


Are you a 

Classic... 

...motorcycle owner 

Have a look 
at the fastest 
growing, dynamic 
motorcycle club. 

• VMCC Insurance scheme 
with our partner 

Bn Footman 
James 

• D.V.LC. recognised body for 
help with original 
reg. numbers etc 

• Transfers for most machines and frames 

• Over 1 000 exciting events 

• Monthly magazine 

• Online shop offering vintage and classic motorcycle parts 
and so much more 

• World's foremost motorcycle library. We can answer 
virtually all your motorcycle questions. 

Plus everything in one place for 
like minded people! 

Visit our club website TODAY! 
and become a member 

^ WW W.vmcc.net or call 01283 540557 





Multi-Bike Policies 
Discount for Club Membership 
FREE Breakdown & Recovery 
FREE Agreed Value 

Terms & Condi tioas apply 

PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers. 

Classic Car - Modern Car - Classic 4x4 
Classic Military - Classic Bike - Classic Commercial 



30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC INSURANCE 

01376 573033 

www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk 

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 





WWW. hagon-shocks. CO. uk 
Tel: Q208 5Q2 6222 A 

Fax: Q208 502 6274 M 

Hagon Products Ltd 

7 Roebuck Road 
Hainault Business Park 
Hainault 

Essex IG6 3JH ^ 
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Samethinff 

special 

A welcome twist on a popular design, the Scott Reynolds Special was one of the 
exciting machines that helped resuscitate the Scott marque in the early 1930s. 
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Scott I Reynolds Special 


w 
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T he 1932 Scott Reynolds Special 
was a manifestation of Alfred 
Angas Scott's flair for 
innovative design and Scott 
dealer Albert E Reynolds' talent 
for realising the innate 
potential of certain machines. 
This motorcycle is one of a few rare examples that 
helped reinvigorate the marque at a time when the 
company's future looked uncertain. Thankfully The 
Scott Motorcycle Company had an ace up its sleeve 
and was able to bring itself back from the brink, thanks, 
in part, to the knowledge of Albert Reynolds. 

The Scott marque enjoyed its greatest success in the 
veteran period, but founder Alfred Angas Scott had lost 
enthusiasm by 1915 and the company's luck ran dry. 
After the First World War and into the early vintage 
period, sales figures began to slide. A receiver was 


appointed in 1931 and the future of Scott motorcycles 
looked in doubt. The Scott Motor Cycle Company 
Limited was now in liquidation, but it was saved - not 
for the first time - by the financial skill and ability of 
Reginald Vinter. 

Liverpool-based Scott dealer and enthusiast Albert 
Reynolds approached Vinter with a request to 
manufacture some Scott-branded motorcycles to his 
own specifications. Vinter agreed, and sold Scott 
Motors (Manchester) to Reynolds, allowing him to 
open showrooms in Manchester and become the chief 
distributor of Scott motorcycles for Lancashire. 

A E Reynolds Limited had been making and selling 
components for Scott motorcycles since the early 
1920s, and was known for its high-quality legshields 
and exhaust systems. These aftermarket parts were 
designed to be compatible with all Scotts. Reynolds 
also repaired Scotts and integrated the phrase 'Scott 
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Scott I Reynolds Special 


W 


Hospital' into the address of his premises in Liverpool 
- such was his love of the Scott motorcycle. 

The very first Scott- Reynolds model was duhhed the 
'Aero Special,' hut that designation didn't last very long 
and soon the hike was rebranded the 'Reynolds 
Special! The machine featured a highly distinctive pair 
of twin headlamps, Brampton hottom-link girder fork, 
a positive-stop gearchange system from Velocette and 
an innovative streamlined radiator. The heating heart 
of the machine was a 596cc water-cooled two -stroke 
Scott twin. 

The engine, designated the Power Plus Replica, was 
an impressive piece of engineering capable of pushing 
the machine to SOmph. It had aluminium cylinder 
heads on the inclined cylinders and chain drive to a 
three-speed gearbox. 

Albert Reynolds was able to obtain a licence to use 
Gordon Barnett-designed plunger suspension units. 


and a spring frame option was soon available to 
purchase alongside the standard model. 

Scott manufactured Reynolds' specially designed 
machines from 1931 to 1934. Eventually Scott became 
unwilling to carry on with Reynolds' ideas. The marque 
was beginning to rejuvenate and Albert Reynolds had 
other ideas that he wanted to pursue. In 1937 he 
formed his own company, AER motorcycles, and 
began experimenting with 125cc power units. The 
machine featured here forms part of the National 
Motorcycle Museum's collection in Birmingham. 

^‘Reynolds integrated the phrase 
‘Scott HospitaV into his address” 





w 

Finer details 
SCOTT 
REYNOLDS 
SPECIAL 

ENGINE: 596cc 
inclined water-cooled 
two-stroke twin 
BORE X STROKE: 

73 X 71.4mm 
CARBURETTOR: Amal 
IGNITION: Magneto 
TRANSMISSION: 
Chain primary drive, 
three-speed gearbox with 
chain final drive. 
FRAME: Tubular cradle 
open-bottomed frame 
SUSPENSION: Girder fork 
front suspension 
BRAKES: Drum 
WHEELS: 19in front 
and rear 
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BACK TO 


Single speed, ciutchless motorcycles, are arguably the 
purest form of powered two-wheel machines. 

Words: JAMES ROBINSON Photography: JOE DICK 

1 
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BRS I Norton 



here are perks to this 
joh, the primary one 
being the opportunity 
to ride such a vast 
selection of motorcycles. 
I was sat thinking the 
other day about what have been the most 
exhilarating, the most exciting, the most 
entertaining of all the machines iVe been 
lucky enough to sample. 

It's difficult to judge... and to what standards 
should one judge to or by? In no particular 
order, Vd say the most memorable rides (off the 
top of my head) I've had are: my first go on a 
DBD34 Goldie; pretty much every ride on my 
SW5 Douglas; riding a MlcVIII KTT Velo at 
Dijon; a CSl Norton up test hill at Brooklands; 
first try on a V-twin Vincent (it's often the first 
which lingers in the mind. . .); the 
G50CSR; Ducati Panigale; last 
afternoon of the 2010 Irish rally 


on my Rex-Acme, in company with my brother 
on the Mk.I KTT and Dave McMahaon on his 
Rudge. Not forgetting... 'racing' the Batde of 
Britain Memorial Flight Lancaster on a 
Fireblade near Coningsby air base; and the 
cammy Square Four (because it was so much 
better than expected). But for sheer 
unadulterated thrill, this 1915 BRS Norton is 
perhaps the most thrilling of all. 

A couple of years back the chance arose, 
thanks to the generosity of Derek Fox. We were 
actually there for another task (riding Derek's 
fearsome lAP V-twin engined ex-Frank 
Williams/Ernie Woods sprinter, Thor, another 
hugely memorable experience). But being the 
generous soul he is, Derek had also put in his 
van his 1915 BRS Norton, 'just in case' we had 
time for a play. 

Our priority for the day, was to do all we 
needed with Thor and once that was done, 
perhaps have some play time. So with Thor 


safely nestled back in the van, out came the 
Norton. I had ridden single speeders in the 
past, likewise machines without clutches, but 
they'd all been fairly gentle plodders. This 
machine is anything but. 

Photographer foe had been despatched up 
the runway; I said I'd ride pretty much at him, 
as it would make a nice shot. Derek explained 
to me the Norton's controls; throttle and air on 
the right, as well as the lever for the nigh-on 
ineffectual front brake. Left bar is a valve lifter 
and advance/retard lever - and that's it. None 
of this clutch malarkey. 

Run and bump is the only way to get going, 
but Derek and pal Mike fackson kindly 
volunteered to spare me that potential pitfall 
(pratfall?) and so as I sat on the saddle, they 
pushed me away, with the valve lifter pulled 
in. On Derek's command I released the lever - 
the Norton lurched into life and we were away. 
And boy, were we away. O 


* • V 
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BRS I Norton 


O Speed gathered quickly, so deceptively quickly, that 
soon I was fair barrelling along. Joe was lying in the 
middle of the track and I rode past him about two feet to 
the left. I could see a look on his face; a mixture of horror 
and amusement. 

At the end of the runway, time came to make a turn. 
Td not really fully considered and appreciated how I 
was going to do this. I knew there was a roundabout 
of sorts which had seemed to afford plenty of room in 
and on the other vehicles Td ridden and driven up 
and down the runway that day and in the past. 

Suddenly, though, as I hurtled towards the 
roundabout, there didn't seem to be the wide expanse 
of space Td previously enjoyed. The Norton's rear 
brake had some effect, not braking but more a gentle 
slowing, while the front did nothing either, or nothing 
of any real impact. And of course we had no clutch - 
while I didn't want to stall the bike, Derek and Mike 
were mere specks in the distance and I wasn't 
actually sure I could run fast enough to get it going on 
my own... so I took a sweep, did what braking I could, 
then pitched it round the roundabout, sort of dipping 
and undipping the valve lifter, keeping the engine 
pulsing, and my momentum going. At the same time, 
though, I was shouting - well, more screaming. 

It was like being on a ridiculously quick pushbike... 
the sort of thing that at age 14 was amazing and really 
funny, at 24 a bit scary but still quite funny and at 34 
pretty downright terrifying. But also still quite funny. 
So with a mixture of shouting and screaming, I set off 
back towards prone Joe. As I approached this time, I 
could see his shoulders heaving as he shuddered with 
laughter, absolutely incredulous that this spindly 
pushbike-with-an-engine could go like it did. I rode 
back at Derek and Mike and with a wider area to turn, 
didn't have quite such a traumatic spin around, while 
I'd also now got the slight measure of the braking, or 
lack thereof. I shouted This is great!' at Derek and 
Mike and set off belting up the runway again. 



Above: Derek Fox gives a 
tutorial on the Norton’s 
controls. 




Below: The drive pully of 
the deceptively eager and 
smooth BRS Norton. 

Bottom: It’s a real flying 
machine! Motorcycling in 
its purest form. 




A chuckling Joe took some more pictures, I 
completed another 'shouting lap' around the 
roundabout, and then careered back towards our pit 
area. I did this about 10 times, laughing at the sheer 
ridiculousness of the performance, the tractability of 
this near 100-year- old single speed motorcycle - and 
the feeling of absolute exhilaration. 

The rapidity of its acceleration was the thing that 
surprised me the most. Although the Norton took a little 
while to get into its stride, it really wasn't long, while once 
it came 'on' it just went and went. The smoothness - 
obviously the belt soaks up much of the harsh torque of 
the engine - was also uncanny. The challenge of riding it, 
even on a deserted airfield, was part of the thrill too. 
There are always a few guys who tackle the Irish National 
Rally on clutchless single speeders and the experience of 
a machine like this, only makes one more impressed by 
their efforts. But there is something (in fact, plenty) to be 
said for it - it's such a pure form of motorcycling and 
especially if the single speeder in question has pedals, 
too, then it really is 'motor bicycling! 

Just as some cyclists want to go for single speeders 
('fixies'), then surely, given the chance to try, many 
motorcyclists might actually enjoy this as it's really 'back 
to basics' As a friend of mine, who rode in several 
London to Brighton runs on his single speed Triumph, is 
fond of saying to the uninitiated; "By eck, you wouldn't 
believe how busy you can be at 30 mile an hour..." With 
this Norton, the speed can quite easy be double that and 
the sense that stopping is basically not an option, add to 
the feeling of other worldliness of the Norton. 

This BRS Norton has an interesting history, too, though 
it isn't all completely clear. In many ways, it is a 'sister 
bike' to the famous O'Donovan record breaker Old 
Miracle, which resides in the National Motor Museum at 
Beaulieu and on which it is reckoned Phil Read picked 
up a speeding fine on a 1970s Pioneer Run. . . This 
example was, it is thought, displayed for a time at the 
Norton works at Bracebridge Street. It then seems to have 
spent some time in Lord Montagu's National Motor 
Museum at Beaulieu, then found its way to Stanford Hall 
where it sported a distinctive number 10 racing plate. 

Later, it formed part of the collection of Manx GP 
winner Ken Bills, before a sojourn to Germany, then 
coming back to the UK. Derek acquired it in 2001 - 
though it was scheduled for an exhibition in Austria, 
where it spent four months. "Then one day a van 
turned up with the bike inside it; I'd started to worry if 
it was ever going to appear..." recollects Derek. 

Since acquiring it, Derek has made good use of the 
bike, riding it in the 2007 TT re-enactment, as well as 
undertaking several road runs, of about 100 miles. But 
he's enjoyed every moment of owning it. "It draws 
skills from you, you never knew you had," he says. 
"Titch Allen reckoned it was capable of getting up any 
known hill. I currently run it on a fairly low gear for 
ease of starting, which means it goes happily from 
probably 12 to 60mph, but by altering the gearing 
(down by expanding or contracting the engine pulley) 
it could be made much quicker." 

Derek has recently had a shoulder operation and is, 
for the first time in four years, pain free, and he's really 
looking forward to getting back out on his Norton 
during the 2015 season. And he's promised me 
another go! 
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Norton Commando 750 & 850 MK II 


Some things in life are worth the wait Over forty years after the first Commando 
appeared, the Alton EKit electric start conversion finally brings it to life 
at the touch of a button. . . the one Norton put there in 1969. 

On sa/e only through our authorised distributors. Contact us for list 


ExceolMkJ^ridTSOFastbaikMhcfit^ 


+33 965 373 852 


©English spoken© lllwivw.alton/ranc€.com 


Motorcycle Brake Restoration Service 



PAST PARTS LTD 

Unit 4 Chase Road. Northern Way Ind Estate, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP32 6NT 

Tel: 01284 750729 Fax: 01284 756240 


Have your old Hydraulic Brake Cylinders re-sleeved in Stainless Steel 


• Brake Master Cylinders • Brake Calipers 
• Kits, Seals and Parts • Brake Shoes Relined 
• Parts available for: • Motorcycles, Cars, Commercial Vehicles 





fF‘^o(^HAi/eA(;mmef/vr£i?ssr//roiD 

mwmci£sn£/vF£ADO/r 

“THE BIKE KID’ is a series of four books set in the 
1950s & 1960s. These books are based on many true 
events, happenings and memories of the author 
Nev Mason, who, from the age of 12 scoured the scrap 
yai'ds and back streets of Hull for discarded bikes. 
He bought aird sold old pre and post war motorcycles 
throughout this period when today’s very expensive 
classic bikes could be obtained for just about nothing 
as few people wanted them. In a way the story lines in 
this series of books is not truly fiction, they 2 ire in fact 
reality fiction. A tidy Rudge Ulster 500cc purchased in 
full working order for only seven shillings and 
six pence? 

An O.E.C. Conunander with duplex forks and a Jap 
lOOOcc engine fitted given away free? Yes, it’s a tnie 
fact. This did happen as did many of the other 
motorbike deals featured in the pages throughout 
Nev’s series of foiu' ‘The Bike Kid’ books. Tlie story 
may be woven around differently named characters 
but it gives a true description of how things were in 
this era on the motorcycle scene in England. 

ONLY AVAILABLE FROM: 

ne'vmasonbooks.com 


THE BIKE KID’ SERIES OF BOOKS 


A FAMILY’S MOTORBIKE STORY WITH A DIFFERENCE 


STARTING IN THE 1950’S SLUM BACK STREETS OF HULL'S HESSLE 
ROAD, 12 YEAR OLD TOM SUPPORTS HIS FAMILY AFTER HIS DAD’S 
DEATH BY BUYING, SELLING AND REPAIRING OLD MOTORBIKES. 
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iV\pTOR_GYCLING 


September 20, 1945 


"I slid into the hotel wall broadside on!" 


A TT winner reveals 
the educational 
value of 

some unpleasant 
experiences 

ByEAMELLORS 



Lessons learned the hard way 




A s a reader of Motor Cycling for more than 
20 years, I have naturally read many 
thousands of words describing how star 
riders of those years have won TT races and 
Continental Grands Prix, but I have always been 
struck by the scanty references made to the crashes 
several of them were involved in from time to time. 

Accordingly, I am going to describe one or two 
of my own, with the hope that newcomers will 
learn, as I have done, how to avoid parting with 
one’s machine involuntarily 
Beginning in 1928, 1 competed in the Senior TT 
on a Norton bought from the local agent in 
Sheffield. And what a wet race that was! Visibility 
was poor until things brightened up a bit on the 
sixth lap, then, coming through Keppel Gate, I was 
finally able to see the Craig-Ny-Baa Hotel. 

The wrong way in 

I thought this was grand, and opened the throttle 
wide, arriving at the famous comer at high velocity. 
Unfortunately, when I shut off and braked for the 
turn, the wheels just locked and I slid into the hotel 
wall broadside on! Luckily, the machine suffered 
little damage and I was able to come in sixth, next 
to Stanley Woods, we being the only two Norton 
riders to finish that year. 

In view of this, 1929 saw me starting in another 
wet Senior Race on a ‘works’ Norton, and in this 
event there were crashes all round the course. I kept 
out of trouble until the pit stop after three laps 
when, while filling up I learned that I was a bit 
behind the more experienced leaders and set off 
again with a view to improving my position. 

Unfortunately, I overlooked the fact that the 
addition of five gallons of fuel and oil added 
something like 451b to the weight of the bike, so 
that when I braked for Quarter Bridge the wheels 
just stopped, but my velocity increased, and both 
machine and myself were a bit the worse for wear 
shortly afterwards! 

In the spill, most of the oil was lost from the 
damaged tank, but I continued hopefully, only to 
seize the engine solid at the Bungalow and thus be 
forced to retire. There and then I resolved never to 
continue in the future unless the bike had a sporting 


chance as well as myself As Percy Hunt did 
exactly the same thing while leading, I remember I 
was somewhat consoled! 

It was directly due to a fatal crash in the 1929 
Junior TT that I became a professional Continental 
racer. The New Imperial TT team in that race 
comprised C T Ashby, Sammy Jones and myself, 
our machines being rather tall and fairly narrow in 
construction. They possessed certain defects, one of 
these being a bolt, about lOin long and across the 
bottom of the frame, securing the lower engine 
plates and crankcase. The lugs to the bottom side of 
the lower frame tubes as an afterthought with the 
result that the nuts scraped the road at an34hing like 
a racing angle on comers. 

I managed to keep out of trouble by fitting a 
longer fork spring and screwing the dampers tight, 
besides bearing the defeat in mind every time I was 
on the model. Poor old Ashby, however, was not so 
fortunate; hence my debut in the Works team 
abroad. The machines were altered for later races 
but I now instinctively take a careful look 
underneath any new machine before speeding on it. 

At the end of 1 930 1 went out with the 
‘Continental Circus’ to Monza for the Italian Grand 
Prix, and in the practice Fred Hicks was bothered by 
one Tazio Nuvolari, on a Bianchi. To get rid of this 
menace, Fred mshed round the sharp comers of the 
circuit with Nuvolari abreast of him until there was 
insufficient track left for both of them on one of the 
comers and Tazio disappeared among the trees in a 
cloud of dust. He did not get on too well in the race 
thereafter, but he hved to become the greatest car 
racing driver of his day. I’ll bet that after that lesson 
at Monza he made sure he had plenty of road when 
he drove Alfas and Auto Unions! 

In the 1931 Junior TT I fell in with Ernie Nott at 
Ramsey during the fourth lap, whereupon we 
dashed along together for a while, overtaking old 
man Renier (the Belgian) at Governor’s Bridge. By 
the time we reached Ballig Bridge I was in front of 
Ernie, but going round the left bend into Glen 
Helen I was suddenly conscious of being pushed 
off my bike by someone behind, and as I came to 
earth with a clatter I remember thinking, “What on 
earth is ‘Nottie’ up to, getting so close?” 


Cut out ‘cutting in’ 

While still skating along on my back, however, I 
saw Ernie, on his Rudge, having great trouble in 
avoiding me, and when I got up I found the culprit 
was Mr Renier, who had decided he would like to 
pass me on the inside of the bend. There is a 
moral in that - never cut inside when attempting 
to overtake, however great the temptation. 

In the Senior Race that year I set off on a 
German NSU. There was a very strong wind 
blowing from the direction of Ramsey and, 
consequently, I nearly bought a packet at Windy 
Comer through being unable to pull up quickly 
enough for that tricky curve. I soon realised it was 
the wind playing tricks and made due allowance 
for it subsequently, finishing sixth behind three 
Nortons and two Rudges. 

The other two NSU riders were not so 
fortunate, however, for both their machines got 
out of hand at Keppel Gate through that 
following wind, which took them into the bank at 
speed. This is just one example of the effect wind 
can have in a race, apart from affecting the 
average speed. 

The 1932 and 1933 seasons were not very 
eventful for me, but in the 1933 Lightweight race 
my old friend, Frank Longman, kept going with a 
broken fork spring until the defective steering 
brought about his untimely end - a tragic example 
of the fact that it is better to retire with a faulty 
machine than go on. 

In the 1934 Dutch TT Jim Guthrie (Norton) had 
strong opposition in Stanley Woods on a 
Husqvama, and two Belgian FNs, which were 
mighty quick bikes at that period. Well, it was a 
fiery start but a short race, for at the end of the 
first straight Jim could not pull up and took a 
header into a field. This was some distance below 
the level of the road, and he sustained damage 
which put him out of the contest. 

The battle continued, however, until Woods 
overdid things on a fast bend with a marvellous 
power slide and also settled in a field beside the 
circuit. The FNs thereafter continued, to the finish 
to win comfortably. The moral here is: Don’t set 




Ted Mellors was a top level racer in the 1930s, who rode for Velocette, New Imperial and Benelli, among others. 
He died in an accident in 1946, aged 39, when he was overcome hy fumes as he worked on a car in his garage. 
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off too briskly in an long-distance race if you want 
to reach the fini sh! 

Smashes were on every hand during 1935 when I 
raced on NSU machines all over Europe, but as 
German riders were mainly concerned I will not 
bore you with details. Meanwhile, however, those 
swift FNs from Belgium had a fascination for me, 
and I went to some trouble to secure one for the 
Grand Prix of Europe, which, that year, was to be 
mn in Ulster. 

In spite of anxieties about a broken front down 
tube, Milhoux and I motored smartly enough during 
the practising to worry the other possible winners so 
that, when we were given the starting signal on a 
hot Saturday afternoon, the famous Ballyhill comer 
was the scene of a stirring battle, with all of us in 
close formation. When those FNs got really wound 
up in their super-top gears, the rest of the field had 
to try a bit harder to keep up with them and there 
was some really hectic work put in between Thom 
Cottage and Aldergrove by Walter Rusk and Jim 
Guthrie on their Nortons. 

I had already decided to let them make the 
mnning until we got out on to the Clady Straight 
and very lucky that decision proved to be for me 
when, on the second lap, Walter slipped on the wet 
tar at Aldergrove, bringing Jim down with him, 
while the rest of us continued merrily on our way 
after a few heart-stopping seconds dodging their 
skating models. 

Had things continued to function as they did on 
those first two laps, the finish would have been 
exciting, but the loss of an unsecured nut deranged 
my super-top gear control, letting Milhoux up into 
second place behind Jim Guthrie, who had 
remounted and battled his way to the front again. 

Thus, all I got for my trouble was fourth place 
and some pleasant recollections of speed on a 
grand machine. 

For 1936 1 arranged to race a 350cc Velocette, 
and during the season there was some fun with 
tumbles. There were showers of rain during the 
Junior TT that year, and Ernie Thomas, my team- 
mate, might easily have won the race had he not 
slipped off at Quarter Bridge through one of these 
brief downpours, while I might have been second 
instead of third had not caution prevailed at Windy 
Comer on the last lap when I was passing through a 
light shower. This dropped me those few seconds 
which made all the difference. 

The next contest was in Holland on a highly 
polished and narrow circuit and, here again, 
showers were the order of the day. In the race. 
Woods and myself were going nicely, considering 
the damp conditions, until we approached the 
grandstands on the edge of a shower. 

Stanley was in front, but suddenly disappeared 
among the straw bales just as I sat up to brake. 

Then, without my touching an34hing, my bike 
settled down beneath me and ricocheted off several 
trees by the roadside, while I skated down the 
middle of the slippery track at about 70 miles per 
hour on my seat. 

Strange to relate, I got up without a scratch and 
arrived on foot at the pits along with Woods, much 
to the discomfiture of Harold Willis, our worthy 
team manager! 

About that time I formed the opinion (since 
confirmed) that, if a spring frame machine 
starts to skid, the springs are relieved of their load 
and the rear wheel shoots farther out, thus making 
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the model almost uncontrollable. After that, I did 
not lean over quite so far as I might have done 
and so got to the finish more frequently than some 
of the contestants! 

My annual fall to earth occurred in 1938 in the 
German GP on a terrifically hot day, immediately 
after the fill-up at half distance. Just as in 1929, 1 
was told I was a bit behind the leader and set off, 
with added fuel and oil, in too much of a hurry. 

At the very first comer, which happened to be a 
slippery hairpin, I went sliding, but was able to 
remount and ultimately finish fourth. Oddly 
enough, despite his nickname, ‘Crasher’ White 
won this race with ease on what, I think, was one 
of the most dangerous circuits in Europe. 

In this connection, I sincerely hope that, when 
racing starts again, a leading rider from each 
interested country all be placed on an International 
Committee whose duty it will be to go round the 
Grands Prix circuits so soon as they are chosen and 
to pass, or object to, each one according to the 
dangers these up-to-the-minute riders see in them. 

The 1939 season was singularly free from 
crashes, although weather conditions during some 
of the races were very conducive to parting with the 
bicycle. By making full use of the knowledge 
gained from the foregoing incidents, I was able to 
get through the excessively moist Lightweight TT 
without a single skid, although I went down the 
slip-road at Signpost Comer on the first lap in 
preference to risking one. 

On the other hand, I lost the Swedish GP by 
inches, after leading most of the way, because I 
would not take risks on the last lap. Racers have to 
take risks, I know, but it is those who take the 
fewest who ride the longest. 

The 1939 Ulster GP was virtually the last big 
road race before the war and, as I executed what 
was probably the most spectacular dismount in that 
contest, you may like to read an account of it 
written by the most concerned! 

My 350cc Velocette went extremely well in the 
first half of the event, and it looked like being a win 
for me in Class B. Unfortunately, my pit stop was 
not so hot, and in the second half of the race there 
was a noticeable loss of urge in the engine, later 
found to be due to a very important oil pipe having 
come loose. 


367 

Conscious of lost time, I bowled along at 
a good gait and started the last lap with 
plenty of vim. Taking the left curve after the 
start on full bore, i.e. about 1 lOmph, I had almost 
reached the straight beyond when the bike 
suddenly lay down like a dirt-track model and 
my thoughts as I descended were that the back 
tyre had become so worn and oily that it had 
lost its grip. 

Reaching the road level and finding myself now 
in front of the machine, I managed a mighty 
spring off it and sailed up the road on my back 
ahead of it, to get up undamaged, but with no 
wish to repeat the performance. I found out a few 
minutes later that the real cause was a slack rear 
chain mnning off the sprockets; the momentary 
snatch had started the slide. 

So ends my tale, but let’s just glance back and 
pick out the lessons to be learned from recounting 
these spills. 

First, if you are on a wet ride, or one of poor 
visibility, and the conditions suddenly improve, 
don’t be too anxious to ‘get cracking’, because the 
next bend may trick you. 

Next, don’t msh off in too big a hurry after 
filling up with any large quantity of fuel without 
making due allowance for the additional weight 
you are carrying. 

Thirdly, don’t continue riding a machine which 
has something on it low enough to catch the road on 
bends. Get the part removed, or made safe in some 
other way. You may forget its presence one day, and 
that may be just too late. 

Mind wet tar in the summer. It is worse than 
grease in winter, and you are usually going faster in 
the summer, an 3 way. 

Beware of showers which make some parts of 
the circuit wet, while other parts remain dry. 
Where there is a damp patch, brake earlier and try 
to keep the model on as even a keel as possible 
when cornering. 

When riding with a strong following wind, make 
allowance for it when braking, or you may arrive 
somewhere too soon. 

Last of all, if you do come off, try to get as far 
away from the model as possible, by any method 
you can use, to avoid being hit by it, or getting 
yourself mixed up with the flying machinery. 



"I managed a mighty spring... and sailed up the road ahead..." 



Edward Ambrose 
^Ted^ Mellors 

The life and times of the man behind the name. 


With this reprint, we end the series of articles penned hy Ted 
Mellors and printed in Motor Cycling. This part - reproduced on 
these pages - isn't necessarily part of the series, hut affords an 
opportunity to 'round off the reprint, and to say a few words 
about the man who had written the entertaining, informative 
and frequently amusing series. 

Described as leader of the continental troupe', Mellors was 
apparently, and according to Mrs Mellors, in the practice 'of 
getting up in the middle of the night to go to his typewriter' to 
record his vast, varied and illuminating experiences. 

Born on April 10, 1907, Mellors was to die on lune 7, 1946, from 
carbon monoxide poisoning, as a result of working on a car in his 
garage with doors closed. A verdict of death by misadventure was 
recorded at the inquest, in Birmingham. According to The Motor 
Cycle, "Mellors had been off colour for some months, and the 
Home Office pathologist pointed out the fact he always worked 
with the garage doors shut, which might have accounted for his 
illness. Mellors could have been overcome without realising 
anything was wrong." Apparently he kept the garage doors shut 
as he didn't want to be branded an 'exhibitionist'. 

Ted Mellors had started racing aged 14, and took part in his 
first 'big' race when he was 20 - by that time, he was already 
married, having met his future wife when he was just 15. . . she 
was 21. He'd lied about his age, and they married six months 
after meeting. They were to have two children, Gladys and loan. 

Between 1930 and 1939, Mellors won 20 GP races (including 
four French and Belgian GPs) and was a works rider for Velocette 
(15 GP wins) and New Imperial (five). He rode other machines 
too, notably winning the 1939 Lightweight TT on a Benelli. That 
same, final prewar season he was the only British rider to win a 
350cc race (the Belgian) during the year, as well as being second 
in the Dutch, French and Swedish races. 


Ted Mellors' funeral took place on fune 13, 1946, at Hall 
Green Parish Church, Birmingham. Among those attending 
were Eugene Goodman and George Denley from Veloce, Bert 
Perrigo, foe Craig, Matt Wright and fimmie Simpson, i 





Ted Mellors after the 1938 Dutch GP, and (below) crossing the 
line to win the 1939 Lightweight TT on the Beneiii. 
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Reliability trials 1 1910 
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Six months 

in 1910 

Over a century ago, enthusiasts joined works riders to compete in reliability trials over 
mileages ranging from 100 to 800 miles, their route illuminated at night by acetylene 
or flickering oil lamps. They were without doubt, tough men and women. 

Words: RICHARD ROSENTHAL 
Photography: MORTONS MEDIA GROUP 


nterested or not, we're all familiar with the 
antics of those hardy riders who compete 
in long distance trials, often in the depths 
of winter or at least during the muddy 
seasons. Events over hig mileages include 
roadwork, off-road riding - or driving, as 
cars are welcome in some events - 
notorious tests, hills or sections, night work and more. 

While some enter with older machines, trikes and 
outfits, most are fettled to suit the events with trials or 
trail tyres, decent lights and other modern contrivances, 
such as gears and clutches. While the off-roadwork 
remains muddy, the road mileage is on roads and lanes 
covered in modern materials, including asphalt. No-one 
would ever claim the modern long distance trials 
including the Land's End, Exeter and Edinburgh 
organised hy the MCC and others run hy local or 
provincial cluhs are easy, as they're certainly not, hut 
spare a thought for competitors over a century ago 
competing in 'reliability trials,' as they were often known 
as the Edwardian days were drawing to a close. 

Roads were 'interesting.' In town, it was rolled, loose 
surfaces or if you were lucky wooden blocks which 
became so greasy at the sight of rain that a modern diesel 
spill is a breeze in comparison. Out of town even main 
routes were often heavily rutted, packed stone and dirt 
roads, covered in horse and other animal muck, further 
churned up by carts drawn by beasts, traction engines 
and livestock. 

By 1910, motorcycles were on the whole reliable but 
many remained direct drive models, although some had 
clutch or free engine facilities and advanced makers 
(including P&M) offered gearing, while others used early 
rear wheel hub gears. The countershaft gearbox was 
soon to arrive but not in time for the runners in our 
chosen lanuary to lune 1910 period. Braking was 
marginal, suspension minimal - often one to two inches 
of front fork movement plus the saddle springs - and 
tyres were often no more than 2 V 2 in wide. 

Lighting was for most by acetylene lamps - although a 
few still favoured the outdated oil lights - and some 
would turn their lights off between towns to conserve 
carbide and ride by moonlight. Romantic maybe. . . but 



Above: Captain Sir R K 
Abuthnot, Bart, RN, 
here in 1909. He was 
kiiied during the Battie 
of Jutiand in 1916. 


Left: The January 
1910 ACU Quarteriy 
Triai, with riders 
preparing to ieave 
Banbury after iunch. 


hazardous is another thought! Those riding 500cc and 
larger models had sound engines with enough power for 
most occasions and if the machine flagged on hills, one 
could pedal or run alongside. However, there were those 
hardy riders who favoured tiny engines fitted to flimsy 
cycle type frames and a few continued to compete 
successfully on 'old' motorcycles including Harold 'Oily' 
Karslake with his 1902/3 self built Dreadnought - this 
famous machine survives to this day and is cared for by 
the Vintage Motor Cycle Club Ltd. 

ACU Quarterly Reliability Trials. 

The January 1910 event went down in history for the 
largest yet entry - 74 riders - and the most dire 
conditions to date. Torrential rain overnight followed by 
a heavy frost conspired to arrange the sheet ice covered 
roads which greeted the riders as they were flagged away 
by Mr H P Beasley and Billy Wells from the Chequers 
Hotel, Uxbridge. 

Riders made steady progress, interspersed with spills 
on the rutted frozen roads, to Dashwood Hill. Here, they 
stopped to await the ACU timekeeper Ebbie Ebblewhite's 
pleasure and the challenge of a steep climb on icy roads. 
Despite the treacherous conditions, many 'cleaned' the 
climb including W Pratt (3V2hp P&M), the Indians of Guy 
Lee Evans, Walter O Bentley (yes, 'W O,' who had 
switched from Rex to Indian for the 1910 season) and 
J Gibson. New company on the scene Scott, whose 
machines many had written off before they left Uxbridge, 
made easy work of the ascent in the hands of factory 
hands Eric Myers and Erank Phillip. 

After Dashwood, riders slipped and slithered 
to the Red Lion at Banbury for lunch with the 
leaders arriving at 12.30. Tom Silver, the Quadrant 
man, and Prank McNab (3 V 2 hp Trump) retired after 
falls and Bentley's Indian sported a severely bent 
footrest, damaged in a skid, but at least he'd kept on 
his machine. After lunch, the competitors returned to 
Uxbridge via Adderbury, Aynho, Bicester and 
Amersham, where Rectory Hill lay in wait. Although 
easy compared with Dashwood, heavy wind and 
greasy patches caught many out, while a big crowd 
enjoyed watching many nonstop ascents. 
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Seemingly, the only verified nonstop run for the 125 
mile route was hy Rex Lord (3V2hp Excelsior). 

Incidentally, two years later Lord married another 
famous trials rider Muriel Hind. However, Martin Geiger 
(7hp VS outfit) and W Cooper (3V2hp Bradhury) also 
reported nonstop runs as did F Thomas (6-7hp GOK) hut 
he took a wrong turn during the trial to add his own extra 
suh section. After dealing with traffic stops, sooted plugs, 
punctures, spills, wet magnetos. . . only five riders had 
failed to arrive at the finish hy 7.25pm. 

Of 74 entries received, 71 started and 66 completed the 
route. An impressive result, considering the appalling 
conditions. However, not impressive enough for one 
correspondent (AEF), who found it necessary to pen a 
two page criticism of the event, the integrity of the riders 
and the organisers in The Motor Cycle of February 21, 
1910. AEF finished: “I merely assert that the last trial was 
a laughable farce rather than a serious test, that the trade 
and the public attach precious little importance to it and 
that reform is urgently demanded." Best not invite him 
again then! 

MCC Jarrott Cup Competition 

Charles farrott, renowned racer and president of the 
MCC, presented an impressive cup to be awarded to the 
rider who was nearest his or her time schedule on a run 
from London to Land's End and back. By 3.30am at the 
Berkley Arms Hotel, Cranford Bridge (near where the 
Heston Service on the M4 into London is now) 35 
entrants were amassing. 

Soon acetylene lights were ablaze, engines warmed 
and adjustments being made. At 4am, MCC timekeeper 
F T Bidlake set E Gwynne (7hp VS) off, followed at 
minute intervals by TT racer R O Clark (2i/4hp FN), I 
Slaughter (Ariel) and the rest of the field. As the last rider, 
B A Hill (2%hp Douglas) set off, the officials piled into 
two big cars (Daimler and 12-16hp Sunbeam) for Exeter, 
hoping to beat the riders and set up their time check. 


Although the event was run in late March, riders 
from the earlier Quarterly trial were soon in familiar 
cold conditions as at Bagshot the roads were clad in 
white frost. Some riders were already repairing 
punctures and between Basingstoke and Salisbury, 
where the first MCC time check was, the roads were 
not clearly marked. A few riders had to retrace steps to 
rejoin the route, including Hugh Gibson. Over the 
Salisbury plain, riders enjoyed damp cold rolling mist, 
then later rode into sunshine. As officials travelled 
further and further west in their press car, they noted a 
steady deterioration in the roads, but this didn't slow 
Sir R K Arbuthnot, Bart, RN, who passed them in a 
cloud of dust, his 3V2hp Triumph flat out, making up 
for time lost repairing a puncture. 

Hills became steeper, slowing riders who were further 
delayed by the crowds shopping at the Saturday markets 
in towns like Honiton. After eight hours plus in the 
saddle, riders were obliged to take an hour and a 
quarter's break at the Exeter time check before pressing 
on for Land's End and then the brief ride back to 
Penzance. . . and bed. Out were Oldfield (ill health), 
Hogben (magneto failure) and Peppercorn (damaged 
knee) while Bevir and Ommanney were many hours late 
after losing their way on Dartmoor in the dark. 

The riders enjoyed a warm day on Sunday, fettling 
machines and strolling about the town, before an early 
night and an even earlier start Monday morning for 
London. Dawn broke - well, sort of - as the first rider was 
flagged away downhill for an easy start and into fog. As 
tyres then punctured more readily, it subsequently 
forced fiat out riding to enable entrants to make the time 
checks at Exeter, Whitchurch and, finally, after dark the 
Berkley Arms Hotel. As night closed in, riders struggled 
in the dark to find their route, while coping with swirling 
dust caused by heavy traffic. Tired riders were greeted by 
party revellers at the hotel except for one soul who 
arrived so late all the hotel doors were locked; 


Above: P W Bischcoff 
(1909 Triumph) 
passing an observer 
on Auitremain Hiii, 
during the 1910 
‘Scottish’. 
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staff found him asleep on a garden bench as they 
opened for breakfast on Tuesday morning. 

Sir R K (Robert Keith) Arbuthnot secured the Jarrott 
Trophy with a time error of just two minutes nine 
seconds for the round trip, the smallest error to date in 
the event's then three year history. 

Note. Rear Admiral Sir R K Arbuthnot, Bart, (1864- 
1916) finished third in the 1908 loM TT single cylinder 
class. He was killed at the Battle of lutland in 1916 when 
the ship from which he was leading a squadron of 
cruisers, HMS Defence, blew up and sank with all hands - 
over 1000 men - while engaging German batde cruisers. 

The Scottish Six Days Trial 

By April, the trials season was in full swing with local 
events. Inter Team Reliability Trials and closed-to-club 
events - exactly the time for the Edinburgh MCC to 
extol the virtues of their six day, 900 mile event. Virtues 
included greater freedom from vexatious regulations, 
superior scenery and comfortable quarters in good 
hotels at exceedingly cheap prices. Sounds perfect, and 
as we know over 100 years later, it's still the UK's 
leading long distance trial for those who fancy a 
holiday in the Highlands. 

Despite all the promotion, only 19 entrants lined up for 
the starter at the Murrayfield car terminus near 
Edinburgh on Monday, fune 6, 1910. The severity of the 
trial, its cost to the riders/teams and the clash with the 
loM TT races were cited as reasons which limited the 
entries. While road and track conditions over the 
Highlands led to spills, damage to motorcycles and 
personal injury, many were even more concerned about 
the dubious quality of the cheap fuel available 'north of 
the border.' Its fumes made Humber man Bert Yates 
'quite ill' while P&M rider W Pratt found on lighting it 
with a match it burnt with a murky flame. 

Despite the fuel issues (which some claim got them 
thrown out of their hotel for being too smelly!) many 
good performances were put up each day and special 
awards were given out some days including to lack 
Holroyd (UAhp Motosacoche) for accurate timekeeping 
on the notorious Braemar to Grantown section. 



Above: Captain 
Harkness with his 
23^hp Royai Enfieid 
V-twin, at the London 
to Edinburgh Triai. 


Beiow ieft: The 
London-Edinburgh 
triai. Riders are B C 
Howard (Vindec 
Speciai) and C J 
Janssen (Moto Reve). 

Beiow right: Riders 
Duberiy and North, 
both from Yarmouth 
and both on 3V2hp 
Arieis, in the 
London to Edinburgh 
Triai. They hardiy 
iooked dressed for 
an epic ride! 


Gold Medals: 

WW Douglas, 2%hp Douglas 

I S Holroyd, UAhp Motosacoche 

W Pratt, 3 V 2 hp P&M 

Bert Yates, 3V2hp Humber 

lack Holroyd made the best performance on a 

lightweight, Douglas won the team prize and 

PW BischofP made the best performance using 

Ross spirit. 

* The Reverend P W Bischoff passengered his fiancee 
Beatrice Langston on Saturday, October 8, 1910, when, 
driving a 499cc Triumph outfit, she became the first 
woman to compete in a motorcycle event at Brooklands 
- the 100 mile High Speed Reliability Trial. Competing in 
class A, Beatrice secured a Silver Cup with a lap on lap 
time difference of just 12.4 seconds. 

And more 

Despite the best efforts of AEE and others, the ACU 
ran its spring ACU Quarterly Trial on April 20, in 
better weather than the fanuary event. At 9am Miss 
Berand (2hp Moto -Reve Ladies Model) led away, 
watched by works trials ace Muriel Hind, whose new 
Rex wasn't ready. 

Of the 23 riders accorded nonstop finishes, spare a 
though for Mr H A Cooper who was thrown from his 
machine by a non competitor. This is accorded a traffic 
stop and therefore outside the rider's control. Of the 
nonstop riders I E Crundall (3V2hp Humber) and H 
Robert (3V2hp P&M) lost 0 marks while George Brough 
(3V2hp Brough) lost three marks, one apiece for ease of 
starting, silencer efficiency and cleanliness. 

At Whitsun and in the dark at 9pm you could have 
lined up with the 103 starters for the MCC London- 
Edinburgh Run, with nothing more than acetylene 
lights to illuminate your route during the night. The 
overnight run had its compensations, though, as the 
riders were reported as enjoying their second hearty 
breakfast, so therefore must have tucked into a first 
breakfast earlier. A sound plan and luckily no dietary 
experts would have been on hand in 1910 to point out 
the errors of their ways! 
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A brief chat with,,, 

Des Heckle 


In the 1960s and 70s, college lecturer Des Heckle was one of the stars of sprinting. 
Riding smaller capacity bikes, he set records at many of the venues and took part in 
some of the hugely popular World Record meetings. 


Words and photography: ALAN TURNER 


ne record still stands to him. In 
the 1970s, Des' fiancee, Irene 
Scargill, also got involved, Irene 
usually racing a 250cc three-wheeler. 
Their world records remain in 
perpetuity as the FIM has changed the timing rules. 

Des' competition career began some years before. 
Like many enthusiasts of that era, his 'racer,' a Francis- 
Barnett, was the one that took him to work the rest of 
the week. There were long journeys to scrambles, grass 
tracks and sand race venues, but Des had little success. 
Eventually, a more experienced rider took him under 
his wing, advised him, and within a season or two Des 
was rarely out of the top three in any of the grass tracks 
in which he competed. 

After riding Greeves bikes, a 197cc single, then a rare 
250cc twin scrambler, Des progressed to a Cotton. With 
a Villiers 250cc single, it was something of a rarity in the 
north-east of the country. The Cotton factory was very 
helpful, but not so enthusiastic when the frame was cut 
to resemble the Hagon bikes the top riders were using. 


Above left: Waiting for 
the word! Note the 
chock holding the bike 
in position. 

Above right: Des at 
Brookiands with a 
recently-restored 
Francis-Barnett 


Next, Des secured one of the new Villiers Starmaker 
road race engines and put it in a Dot Mancunian frame. 
He started sprinting and soon became dedicated to 
straight-line sport. 

Long retired, Des' enthusiasm for two -strokes, 
especially Francis-Barnetts, is undiminished. An active 
member of the Francis-Barnett club, he has restored a 
number of examples of the Coventry manufacturer. His 
workmanship has been recognised with awards at 
shows at both Stafford and the Bath & West 
Showground. When he moves a bike on, he rarely has 
to advertise it. 

How did you get started? 

I was lucky in that the local RAC/ACU Training Scheme 
had the facilities to help out people who were not yet 
old enough for a licence. I was 14, turning 15 as I 
learned to ride on the local playing field with a Royal 
Enfield Elying Elea. As soon as I was old enough to ride, 
I had a KSS Velocette, owned jointly with my father. It 
was perhaps not the best machine for a novice. 
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Were you commuting with that? 

I was a draughtsman apprentice at Dorman Long at 
Middlesbrough. Like any apprenticeship, the pay was 
abysmal, but I could just afford to get my own bike, a 
1937 Excelsior with a Villiers' engine. At last, I was 
independent. One of my workmates managed to get 
hold of a Francis-Barnett Falcon, brand new. I 
thought it was a beautiful bike and I was determined 
to have one. It took a year, but I got one in the end. It 
cost me £127-2s-10d. 

How did you start competing? 

We wanted to have a go at anything. There was sand 
racing locally, but we found a meeting at Pendine - 
more than 300 miles away. We rode my bike down 
there, slept in a barn on the Sunday night, stripped 
the bike and raced on Monday. I got third in both my 
25 -mile races. Trouble is, I was last finisher both 
times. We reassembled the bike to ride home again. I 
think we came over Penistone Pass at 2am, with miles 
to go, and I had to be at work in the morning! 

How did you get involved in sprinting? 

My Dot was still in scrambles trim, but I entered it for 
the Blackpool Sprint. It was nothing like the sprint 
specials others rode, so I was pleased to get fourth in 
class. I went to see Gordon May, who made 'Comet' 
frames, and got him to make me a bike. It took some 
experimenting to get it right. I was disappointed 
when we took the bike all the way to Ramsgate. The 
timing system depended on breaking cotton threads. 

I posted a 13.6 second time, which other riders found 
hard to believe, until I made other runs in the I3s that 
season and eventually set a World Record at 13.9. 

But weren't your performances 
improving dramatically? 

At that time, there were regular World Record 
meetings at Elvington in Yorkshire. By the mid-1960s 
I held standing start kilometre, mile and quarter- mile 
records. Not for long, as Mick Hand came along with 
his amazing little Honda and took them all. I tried a 
250cc Yamaha, but it was temperamental. A I25cc 
Yamaha was an improvement. 

Can you tell us about the successes with the 
50cc Minarelli? 

I decided to try something a bit different and went to 
see Jack Ball of AJW Motorcycles. He was using 
Minarelli engines and I asked if he could get hold of 
one for me. Mr Minarelli offered a race engine, 
provided I paid the import duty. Essentially, it was a 
gift. The dyno report said it gave I I.5bhp. I got in 
touch with Keith Stephenson and he built me a 
frame, super light, super low. We had some early 
problems. As there was no suspension, vibration 
frothed the fuel. Fitting an Amal 'matchbox' remote 
float-chamber solved that. It went well and I ended 
up with another British record for the quarter- mile. 

When I retired from racing I kept the bike a little 
while, then passed it on. It ended up at the London 
Motorcycle Museum, where it remains. 


TIMELINE 

1933 

Start button pressed 
on stopwatch 

1948 

Riding as Junior 
with RAC/ACU 
Training Scheme 

1950 

KSS Veiocette 
- first road bike 

1952 

Buys brand-new 
Francis-Barnett 

1953 

First competitive 
event, sand-racing at 
Pendine Sands 

1956 

Changes to 
Grooves’ bikes 



A/Vhat was it like to ride one of your bikes in 
a sprint? 

The start is everything. They used to use a chock 
behind the rear wheel and I would get settled against it, 
then keep blipping the throttle. When the light went 
green, I made sure I went as the revs were rising. If you 
don't get the start right, you'll never retrieve the lost 
time. Next tricky bit was the change into second gear, 
then I tried my best to keep hidden away until I passed 
the chequer boards. I was always working out how I 
could tuck myself away more. 

A/Vhy did you give up straight line sport? 

Sprinting was so popular, but much of the entry had 
electric-start road bikes. On our older machinery we 
got our half-dozen runs but to do so involved 
standing in a queue all day. However, it was pressure 
of work that prevented me devoting enough time to 
progress as I wished. 

Have you always been a two-stroke fan? 

Yes, I like them, but I have had other four-strokes. A KSS 
Veiocette pulled a sidecar for my first race transport. A 
workmate had thrashed his KSS and it packed up just as 
he got called up for National Service. I bought it for £10. 
He had melted the shellac on the magneto. I sorted that 
and it became a very reliable commuting bike. 


1963 

Retires from 
grass track 

1966 

1966 Claims first world 
records in sprinting 

1972 

Fiancee, Irene, later 
Mrs Heckle, posts 
successes at sprinting 

1981 

Builds final sprint bike 
with 125 water-cooled 
Rotax engine 

1997 

Starts restoring 
Francis-Barnetts 


Above right: Des and 
Minarelli in full flight. 

Right: Now at the 
London Motorcycle 
Museum. 


Can you tell us something we don't know 
about Des Heckle? 

With the work commitments, I gave up the bikes 
altogether at one point and started building kit cars. 
I built one based on a Mini, another on a Metro. It 
was fun, it was challenging, but it didn't have the 
same appeal. 
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CHRISTMAS I Gift Guide 
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To view and order please visit: 

www.johnbranton.com.au 


Exciting news! 
Another collection of wonderful 
historical motorcycles has been 
photographed by John Branton 
for the 201 5 Classic Motorcycles 
calendar 


Measuring 300x350mm closed 
and 600x350mm fully open 


2015 CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE 
CALENDAR NOW AVAILABLE 



& GP Products Mugs Posters T-shirts Helmets Etc, 


www.classic-inotorcyGles.co.uk Tel: oi 


HUGHIE HANCOX 
DVDs 

Hughie Hancox passed away in August 201 1 but it was 
his wish that his DVD's and other nnaterial continue to 
be available to Triumph owners via his website 

www.hughiehancoxrestorations.co.uk 



Produced to help you restore & maintain your 
Triumph, Hughie's DVDs show the workshop 
techniques that he learned over 20 years 
working at the Meriden factory. 

Also available from the website are Hughie's books - 
“Tales of Triumph Motorcycles & the Meriden Factory" 
and "Triumph Production Testers Tales” as well as a 
range of Triumph posters to enhance your workshop. 



AHERICAM REARERS ft 



SUBSCRIBE & SAVE 

^ ^ With Motorsport 

$63/yr (12 issues) 

Save $$ and never miss another issue! 

Great subscription prices for U.S.A. deiivery: Classic Motorcycle 
Mechanics, The Classic Motorcycle, Classic Bike Guide, Classic 
Racer, RealClassic, Classic Dirt Bike, Scootering, Classic 
Scooterist Scene, Twist & Go, Motorcycle Sport & Leisure. 

We stock many fine Mortons publications including; 

SCRAPBOOK SERIES (Triumph, BSAand Norton), AVIATION 
CLASSICS, THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF CLASSIC 
MOTORCYCLES, JUST ROSSI, ISLAND RACER, JAGUAR. 


UMOTORSPORT 

PUBLiCATtONS Lua 

7164 County R oad N #441, Bancroft, Wl 54921 
7 1 5-572-4595 *|Chri.s@Cla.ssinBikeBook.s.com 

www.ClassicBikeBooks.com 



DRY SIORAGt 5VSIEM 


Don’t ride through the winter? Use a Vac Bag to keep 
your bike like new. LIVE MORE - WORRY LESS! 



Bag can be used over and over again! 

STANDARD KIT £36.95 • JUMBO KIT £39.95 


Order SECURELY online at 

www.vac-bag.co.uk 

Phone 08443 303013 
Email: sales@vac-bag.co.uk 
Vac Bag Products Ltd, 162 Oundle Road.Thrapston, 
Northamptonshire NN14 4PQ 
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Holden Vintage & Classic is a family-run company 
stocking a wide range of specialist parts and accessories 
which make the perfect Christmas gifts. 

We also sell a wide range of clothing, including Belstaff 
jackets, goggles, gloves and gauntlets and of course 
motorbike helmets, so that you can look the part and 
be safe on the road too. 

^=HOLDEN=^ 

^^YINTAGE & CLASSIC 

o holdenvintageclassic ©VintogeHolden 

Holden Vintage and Classic Ltd T: 01885 488 488 

Linton Trading Estate, Bromyard E: sales@hoiden.co.uk 

Herefordshire HR7 4QT W: www.holden.co.uk 


Limited Edition Sculpture 


BARK 


Ducati 750 


Paul Smart Ducati 750 
115mm X 70mm 

Signed by the rider \ 

Limited Edition: 40 pieces 

£185 

These highly polished, free-standing pieces 
are sand cast in solid aluminium 
by traditional craftsmen 
in England. 


Man and Machine 
£160 


robinbark@yahoo.co.uk 
WWW. robinbark>m otorart.com 


Each piece is finished by hand, 
then signed and numbered by the artist 
and presented in a bespoke wooden box. 


Austin Healey 
£335 


See the full range of 
Robin's work on his 
website 


Need some Christmas inspiration 
for the motorcycling enthusiast 
in your life? Say Hello to Holden... 




Deluxe £139.99 ] [Heavyweight £159.99 | | Continental £169.9^ j Ladies Havana £99.99 j j Trousers £69.99 | 


Neck Tubes £24 j [Proofing Wax £11 .991 


[ Brown GaunBet £36l 


[ Black Gauntlets £3^ 


I Hooded Top £23.99 j 


Pin badges £4.80 [ [Buckles From £11 .99 [ 



^PEEDWEAR www.speedwear.co.uk 


M 0151 652 4241 


Speedwear Ltd. 12 Gresford Ave, Prenton, Wirral, CH43 OSX 
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©OOC' Men who mattered | Joe Craig 


Joe Craig 

A man who divided opinions, the Norton racing team boss delivered results. 

Words: ALAN TURNER Photography: MORTONS MEDIA GROUP 


genius who managed to keep 
his team successful in spite of 
increasingly obsolete 
machinery? Or an implacable 
boss who dictated progress 
purely on his terms? Extreme 
views that are often responses to any mention of 
Norton luminary Joe Craig. And, more than 50 years 
after his death, the jury's still out. 

Craig was born in Ballymena, Ireland, in 1898. A 
capable rider, his first Ulster Grand Prix class victory 
came in 1923, riding a Model 18 flat-tank Norton. He 
became a member of the Norton factory team in 
1925, joining Jimmy Guthrie and Stanley Woods, and 
secured two more Ulster class wins. The high spot of 
Craig's TT career was a fourth in the 1926 Senior. 

By 1929, there was a foretaste of his undeniably 
abrasive streak when he fell out with the Norton 
management over the poor performances of the 
Walter Moore CSl camshaft Nortons. Craig returned 
to Ballymena to run a garage business, but soon 
accepted an invitation to rejoin Norton, this time as a 
non- competing race team manager. 

Relationships with his riders varied greatly. For 
some, Craig had enormous respect, for others it was 
near contempt. Away from his ruthless drive to 
further his race team he could be delightful 
company. By the 1930s, Norton consistently had the 
best race bikes, but to ride them meant accepting 
the kudos as some compensation for the relatively 
small financial rewards. If Norton got results, the 
factory gave Craig a bonus, but most of the serious 
money in road racing came from arrangements with 
the oil companies. 

Craig had a good relationship with Stanley Woods 
but Husqvarna's money took Woods to the Swedish 
team for 1934 and Jimmy Guthrie became Norton's 
number one rider. The wins continued, but Guthrie's 
fatal accident in 1937 affected the team badly. After 
the following season, Norton announced it was 
concentrating on producing bikes for the military. 

When the race shop closed in 1939, Craig moved 
to BSA, but the factory effort at Small Heath was 
also soon diverted to military requirements as war 
arrived. Craig moved on to AJS, where he continued 
engine development through the war. There is an 


^^Away 
from his 
ruthless 
drive to 
further 
his race 
team he 
could be a 
delight, ” 


Joe Craig, left, with 
Jimmy Guthrie. The 
latter’s fatal accident in 
1937 was felt hard by 
Craig’s Norton team. 


interesting clue to his thinking as he wrote a 
number of pieces for the motorcycle press 
continuing to extol the virtues of single cylinder 
race bikes, although the advantages of multi- 
cylinder engines were already evident. 

By the 1947 season, Craig was back with Norton 
again. He was technical director, but still responsible 
for the race team. Development work continued and 
every season the works bikes were a little better than 
last year's models. In 1949, there was further tragedy 
when a road accident resulted in the death of his wife. 

Rex McCandless was already providing 
consultancy advice to Norton and his popular 
swinging arm conversion was soon incorporated into 
the production Featherbed frame. McCandless' brief 
also involved other aspects of Norton's plans. The 
factory was looking at multi -cylinder bikes and 
linked with BRM for a possible 500cc four. It seemed 
Craig convinced the Norton management that the 
Manx could still be kept competitive - cheaply. 

In the 1950s, his steady improvements to the Manx 
Norton earned respect, but it seems many of his 
ideas came from Leo Kuzmicki, a Polish refugee who 
had taken a job with Norton and was soon in the 
drawing office when it was revealed he had 
specialised in internal combustion engines at 
university in his home country. 

Not for the first time, Craig learned much from an 
associate. His career was founded on his ability to 
find improvements (the 'Wizard of Tune'), but many 
advances seem to have been adopted from the ideas 
of those around him. 

By 1955, the Norton factory was in financial 
difficulty. Craig left and moved to Holland, where 
he married Nellie van Wijngaarden, widow of a 
former Norton racer. Returning from holiday in 
1957, a car accident in Austria killed him and badly 
injured Nellie. 

The epitaph on his headstone in The Netherlands 
reads: 'The race has run/The conqueror rests.' Some 
years later, Ballymena Borough Council put a plaque 
on the house where he was born. 

Joe Craig - hero or villain? Numerous racing 
successes justified 'The unapproachable Norton' 
strapline, but it could have been equally, and 
ironically, applied to the race team leader. 
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©©O J Opinion | Roy Poynting 



Why I'm seeing red 

With more and more traffic lights appearing, the question of ‘why? is posed... 


n the 1960s my brother worked at Ford's 
Dagenham plant, and I remember him 
telling me about an innovation he'd 
encountered on his weekly commute from 
the family home in Wiltshire. With no east- 
west motorways in those days he traversed 
several conurbations, and in one of them the road 
authorities had installed something called phased 
traffic lights. 

They were regulated to match traffic travelling at 
the urban speed limit, so although you might have to 
wait at the first one you encountered, thereafter they 
should all turn green as you approached them. This 
had the secondary benefit of discouraging speeding, 
because if you went too fast you'd hit the next light 
while it was still red. 

I assume the idea wasn't particularly successful 
because it doesn't seem to have become popular 
elsewhere. But at least somebody was trying to do 
something helpful with traffic lights, while absolutely 
no further progress seems to have been made in the 
ensuing half-century. Quite the opposite in fact. In 
my home city the authorities have a positive mania 
for installing traffic lights, and many of them either 
serve no useful purpose whatsoever, or even seem 
intended to deliberately hinder the flow of vehicles. 

For instance, I can cite two instances where they are 
set to give priority to side traffic - even when there 
isn't any - so riders and drivers on the main road 
have to slow almost to a standstill, before being 
allowed to accelerate away again. The result is 
irritation, bunching and increased pollution, and as a 
motorcyclist who's been 
tailgated by an unobservant 
following driver. I'm very 
unhappy about anything 
that unnecessarily forces 
me to become a slow- 
moving target. The 
occasional person exiting 
the new estate on the side road is happy of course, 
but incredibly, this system was installed a year before 
those houses were built! 

And then there are the right-hand turnings where a 
traffic lane has its own lights giving priority over 
oncoming traffic. Sensible you might think; but car 
and lorry drivers going straight on often stray into the 
second lane and trigger the right-hand lights so that 
oncoming traffic has to stop for no reason whatsoever. 

This system is also installed on one of the park and 
ride entrances, and incredibly again, it remains active 
on Sundays when the terminus is closed! Ironically, 
the opposite problem arises at the cross-road exit 


from a local supermarket, where lights force you to 
wait before turning right, even when traffic in the left- 
hand lane is preventing anything entering from that 
side, and you can clearly see that nothing is 
approaching from the other side of the junction. 

So my frustration isn't really with traffic lights per 
se, but with the crudity of their operation. Surely in 
this day and age, when a wristwatch has more 
computing power than the first moon mission, it's not 
too much to expect the lights to respond to what is 
actually happening. It would only take a motion 
sensor to inform a microprocessor that there's no 
need for a red light when there's no possibility of a 
collision, and hold-ups and frustration would be 
immediately slashed. 

The same problems and solutions apply even 
when pedestrians are involved. Every day I see able- 
bodied people walking up to controlled crossings 
and pressing the button without glancing up the 
road. When they do look and see there's actually no 
traffic they blithely wander across, leaving motorists 
arriving 30 seconds later fuming at having to stop for 
a deserted crossing. Why on earth can't a sensor be 
built into the button box so the lights only change 
if the pedestrian is still there? It's not rocket science, 
after all. 

Roundabouts controlled by traffic lights are 
another irritation. Their only virtue is that myopic 
and self-centred car and lorry drivers would 
otherwise enter the circuit when there's no available 
exit, but solo motorcyclists are equally hindered 
although they could filter round without let or 

hindrance. In any case why 
have the lights turned on 
when there's little traffic? 
Anyone who's traversed a 
town early in the morning - 
as I have many times when 
setting off for the Banbury 
and Pioneer Runs - will 
know the frustration of being held up when there is 
literally no other vehicle in sight. 

In fact, traffic lights on roundabouts are often 
of dubious benefit even at peak times. When 
those on a busy south coast roundabout recently 
failed completely for a fortnight, local commuters 
found their journey times improved so much 
they've mounted a petition to have the lights turned 
off permanently. 

Will the authorities agree to such a bold 
experiment, or will they continue with their 'nanny 
knows best' approach? Call me a cynic, but I know 
which I'd predict. 



Roy Poynting has 
been a regular 
contributor to 
The Classic 
Motorcycle 
since 1995 when he 
entered and won a 
writing competition. 
A veteran of many 
restorations, he 
continues to be an 
enthusiastic rider. 


^^Traffic lights on roundabouts are 
often of dubious benefit.’^ 
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ACME STAINLESS LTD 

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

WW W .A CIVIE STAINLESS.CQ, UK 

MANUFACTURERS OF QUALITY 
STAINLESS STEEL MACHINED BARTURNED PARTS FOR 

ARIEL 4 STROKE. TRIUMPH TIGER CUB & AJS/MATCHL ES: 

AT OUR PREMISES SINCE 1990 

ENDEAVOURINGTO NOT CHANGE HISTORY OUR PRODUCTS ARE MACHINEDTO 
THE CORRECT PROFILE OFTHE ORIGINAL MANUFACTURERS PARTS ENABLING 
OUR WORLDWIDE CUSTOMERSTO KEEPTHEIR MOTORCYCLES 
LOOKING AUTHENTIC & RUST FREE. 

WE ALSO MANUFACTURE GENERAL STAINLESS STEEL FASTENERS WITH A 
SINGLE CHAMFER OR RADIUSED HEAD 

AND A QUALITY MACHINED FINISH ASTHE ORIGINAL MANUFACTURERS MADE. 
(NOT CHEAP IMPORTED COLD FORMED BOLTS WITH LETTERS ONTHE HEAD) 
FREE PRICE LISTS AVAILABLE - PLEASE SEND SAETO: 

ACME STAINLESS LTD, PO BOX 671, BILLINGHAY, LINCOLN LN4 4XX 
TEL: 01526 861991 OR EMAIL: acmeboltmaker@hotmailcom 



ROBIN JAMES 1 

ENGINEERING SERVICES 


We take specific instruction from owners 
who know that only a rebuild of a classic 
motorcycle can return it to its 
original condition. 

Four key service standards 
govern all we do 

• Authenticity 

• Finishing 

• Build Quality 

• Customer Service 

Go on - give it the finish it deserves! 

CALL Robin James on +44 (0) 1 568 61 2800 
OR EMAIL mfo@robinjamesengineering.com 

Robin James Engineering Services, Clinton Road, 
Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 ORJ England 

www.robinjamesengineering.com 


Restoring beautiful motorcycles - with 
engineering integrity for more than 35 years 
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iC( 


Europe’s largest supplier of motorcycle 
wheel components, with over 
20,000 rims and 1 million spokes 
and nipples in stock. CWCs in house 
‘‘blast and powder coating" facility can 
handle all your frame and wheel 
requirements. 


01675 

462264 


Our tyre division enables us to supply you a 
complete wheel assembly. 


8&9 Station Road, Coteshill 
Birmingham, B46 1HT 
email: info@central-wheei.co.uk 
web: www.central-wheel.co.uk 


[ IIMIWFI n original low temperature aluminium fusion welding 
fciUlfllWWCLU process for repairing Aluminium, Zinc, Die Cast, Mazak etc. 

Tool Box Kit - 5 rod £13.00 p&p £4.00 

Tool Box Kit - 10 rod £18.00 p&p £4.00 

Tool Box Kit - 20 rod £28.50 p&p £4.00 

Tool Box Kit - 30 rod £37.50 p&p £4.00 

Ail kits include Lumiweld Rods each Rod 9’ or 225mm long, Stainless Steel 
Abraider, Stainless Brush plus detailed instructions 

TANK niRF leakage in your steel motorcycle tank then use TANK 

.y.Unr. CURE, the epoxy based tank sealant (safe against Ethanol to 10%) 
Standard Kit £42.00 Large Kit £48.00 p&p £6.00 

All kits come complete with tank cleaner (degreaser), rust converter and 
epoxy resin for the complete internal restoration of your tank. 

Also available to remove old epoxy resin. 500ml £19.95 + P&P £5.00 
ALL ITEMS AVAILABLE SEPARATELY. TELEPHONE FOR DETAILS OR VISIT WEBSITE. 

L B Restoration Services 

Panderosa Farmhouse, St Lawrence Road, Bodmin, Cornwall PL31 2QU 
Telephonc/Fax; 01208 269746 wwwlb-rcstoration.co.uk 


Russell Motors 

The ^fecialUU for 

AJS & MATCHLESS 

BSA War Department M20 & M21. BSA B31 & B33. 
Norton singles and twins. 

Ariel War Department 350 wng. Amal & Lucas 

125/127 FALCON ROAD, BATTERSEA, LONDON SW11 2PE 

Tel: 020 7228 1714 Fax: 020 7924 4273 

E-mail: spares@russellmotors.co.uk 
www.russellmotors.co.uk 


CLASSIC BRITISH 

AN» EUROPEAN 

AND EXHAUST PIPES^^ 

You will not find a better product Armours have made ‘HD' quality exhaust systems 
since 1972. We make them heavy, and use one of the best chromers around. Restorers 
often tell us that the systems we supplied are still nice after 15 or 20 years' service. 


We sell direct to the customer, so our prices are moderate. We send them insured to 
anywhere in the world. We usually have them in stock for most 1930-1985 models, 
including AJS. Ariel. BSA. Douglas, Matchless. Norton, Panther. Enfield, Sunbeam, 
Triumph. Velocette and Vincent Catalogues available for £1. please call for more info. 


E ARMOURS 

www.armoursltd.co.uk 


STAINLESS STEEL 
EXHAUSTS 

For pre 85 BMW. Ducati, 
Laverda, Guzzi, Morini. 


784 Wimborne Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH9 2HS. 
Telephone: 01202 510409. Fax: 01202 510671. Closed Mondays. 
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Opinion | Jerry Thurston 



Season's review 

After being out and about this summer, the prospect of winter rides appeals too. 


hat a season it has been. I have 
managed more riding and 
attended more shows than I 
have for many years. How? Well, 
it's been a combination of a 
couple of things. But not the ones you might think. 

People usually cite a great summer as the catalyst 
for a good riding season, but Tm sure you will agree 
that the weather this year has not been any better (or 
worse) than before and it is not because I've been less 
busy with all my other obligations. The reason for my 
bumper riding season is far more simple - it's 
because I have really tried to make an effort to get out 
and about. 

There have been a couple of other factors that have 
simplified matters when it came to getting miles 
under my belt. Although I have always been a 
staunch supporter of riding early bikes and have 
covered many miles on pre-1930 mounts, I have a 
guilty secret... I have found owning a later machine 
that will fire-up readily and can be filled up at every 
service station rather than needing a route between 
garages selling high octane fuel, has really helped me 
add to the mileage this year. 

I love riding the 1926 Norton, but for a quick trip to 
somewhere local it was always too much of a 'clat' to 
go through the oil priming and bump starting 
procedure. I'd think about it for a minute and then 
grab the car keys instead. This year. I've made sure 
my riding kit was somewhere handy and even for 
those short hops it's been easy to dash out to the 
workshop, twist the key and prod the starter of the CZ 
and reap my smoky reward. Okay, this is hardly 
'classic motorcycling' in the best of style, how can it 
be on a nasty, scruffy mid 1970s behind-the-Iron 
Curtain stinkwheel, but as I have outlined in my 
previous columns, I like the little critter and it has 
provided its own brand of fun. 

My new found enthusiasm has not extended to all 
areas of my motorcycling life, though. Many of the 
tasks I declared I would do have remained undone. 

I have been declaring my intent to deal with the 
inside of my workshop - specifically, to have a 
proper clean and tidy - for at least the last 12 
months and I am embarrassed to say it is still a 
health hazard. I try to convince others the chaos 
has an upside as a theft deterrent, or at the very 
least as a trap for the unwary, as I am pretty sure 
that if a burglar found their way inside my 
workshop and hadn't brought at least an ex-Second 
World War searchlight to illuminate their way, 
they'd be found in the morning still moaning softly 



Jerry Thurston 
bought his first 
vintage motorcycie 
when he was 17. 
For a time he was 
The Classic 
Motorcycle 
advertising 
manager. Now, 

30 years on from 
buying his first oid 
bike, Jerry stiii owns 
and ioves them 
and is especiaiiy 
fond of fast, noisy 
fiat-tankers. 


after tripping over in the gloom and falling 
headlong on to something spiky that has been left 
on the floor... 

I blame this untidiness on unbridled enthusiasm - 
I just want to get on to the next job and can't be 
bothered to tidy up properly after myself. While 
stripping something down for restoration, it isn't 
unusual to come across a mixture of AF, BSF, 
Whitworth and even metric fasteners and each 
needs a different spanner, so after a particularly 
involved disassembly you end up with a bench full 
of them. When it comes to returning them to the box 
I'm afraid that they tend to get tipped into the 
drawers piecemeal... There is an exception to this. 

I don't commit these sinful acts when I am 
preparing one of my son's vintage go-karts, this is 
because it is so easy, for any given job, all you need 
is either a 13mm or a 17mm spanner and one of 
three Allen keys. They come out of their own special 
box and after the job has been done are returned to 
their places. If only I could persuade myself to do 
the same with everything! 

Ironically, although I am dreadful with my tools, I 
do like to present my machinery in good fettle, well 
maintained and clean. This is a throwback to my 
racing days when if something became caked with 
dirt and grease, it could hide all sorts of woes. It's 
expensive to field any sort of racing vehicle and a 
failure that you could have done something about in 
the workshop is plain stupid. 

The grand shed tidy-up will have to be delayed a 
while longer though; I would like to try and keep my 
'ride whenever possible' attitude going throughout 
the winter. But if I am going to take advantage of those 
crisp bright days I will need to protect my machines 
from the ravages of salt. Over the next couple of 
evenings the plan is to get weaving with cans of water, 
dispersant spray and a tub of cheap grease and make 
sure anything that can corrode is protected. I know it's 
going to make a horrible mess and I'm not looking 
forward to cleaning them up the spring, but if I want 
to play, that is the cost to pay. 



^^This year, I have attended more 
shows and ridden more miles 
than in many years, ” 
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Where to find us 


COUNTRYWIDE 

1 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 





rrff^ (Zfsfrr 

rFGfr/ r/Gr 



Ball & Roller Bearings 

Obsolete hearings supplied, reconditioned or manufactured 
17 Studki One, Waterside Court, Burton-on-Trent DEI 4 2WQ *01283 509562 
sintagebearing@aol.com • wwsv.vintagebearings.co.uk 


THE VINTAGE BEARING COMPANY 


www.drclassic.co.uk 


lUurton-upon-lrent) lei U1283 b3b3/y 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


PETE'S BIKES 692423/ nrsns ^7^, 


WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING REPLICA PARTS: 


P.O. Box 45, Chatteris PE16 9AT 

www.petesbikes.co.uk 


Inverted Levers: 7*” - 1” 
Bowden Clutch Levers: Ve” - 1” 
Oil Caps: Plain or stamped 
Large Petrol Caps 


£105.00 pr 
£95.00 ea 
£67.50 ea 
£77.50 ea 


KEMPTONPARK 

24TH 

JANUARY 


Postage and Packing extra 


WE HOLD A WIDE RANGE OF QUALITY SECOND HAND SPARES 


HAMPSHIRE 


Heritage Motorcycles 

keeping classic and retro niotorcgcles on the 
road and at their best 
Classic & Retro Motorcycle Repairs, Sersicing 
& Restoration 
Hampshire 01264 861444 
w'w^v.heritage-motorcycles.co.iik • horitagc@bikeridcr.com 



HERTFORDSHIRE 


Range of 50-6 0s & 70s classics alwa ys in stock - Check out the website! 

I www.drciassic.co.ukl- Export no probiem! 

WANTED! WANTED! Classic motorcycles always wanted! Bikes & 
collections bought outright for cash! In all conditions. Delivery and Collection Service 

D. R. Classic Motorcycles Ltd. 

VIEWING STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY! ! 

TEL 01283 536379. MOB 07889 2925 36. 

EMAIL|richard@drclassic.co.uk| 



POWYS 



Radnor Revivals Holiday Lodges 

Set beautiful Mid-Wales 
countryside, superb centre for 
touring holidays. Our holiday 
^ ^ ^ lodges are fully equipped for 

in^ facilities, power wash, touring 

’ ^ and trial information all 

' I ' available. The scenery is 

J stunning, the roads long and 
^ winding and the welcome warm. 

\ W ^ Just three reasons to holiday 
' ^ : with us but there are many more 

. • to discover in Mid-Wales. 


[^Visit our website on|www.radnor-revivals.co.uk|] 


Telephone 01597 840 308 

Brynwyddog, Llanbister, Llandrindod Wells, Powys, LDl 6TL 


LANCASHIRE 



BYSON LEATHER 

We carry out repairs, alterations and custom work to 
leather clothing - specialising in motorcycle gear 

www,bysonleathehco,uk 
emaih mfo@bysonleathehco,uk 
01763-848949 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 



BumV^ 


Suitable for: mO 

vintage/classic/modem motorcycles 


Used by: 

Police, Suzuki GB, Condor Ferries etc 
Ideal for van, trailer, workshop, transportation, 

and security* (*Thatehafn approved version) 

www.bumpstop.co.uk 



k tel: 01604 845050 sales@bumpstop.co.uk a 


AJS & MATCHLESS 

Replica Spares 
Stockists & Manufacturers 

Our spares list is constantly enlarging. 

We can also undertake manufacture of spares for any club spares schemes. 
Visitors are welcome Monday to Thursday between pam and 5pm. 
Any other time by arrangement please. 

www.andrew-engineenng.co.uk 

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR SPARES LISTS OR SEND SAE 9"X5" lOO GRAMS 

ANDREW ENGINEERING (LEIGH) LTD 

14 Lodge Road, Atherton, Manchester, Lancs. M46 9BL 

J ^gEol Tel: +44(0)1942 888848 Fax: +44(0)1942 888878 

WILTSHIRE 


jVJALiJ^TLJo 

Dynamos, Regulators rebuilt - guaranteed three years. 

One-off components • Genuine Celluloid covering • Ball and roller bearings 
Gaskets to pattern or drawing 

D. H. Day, Aldrans, Church Hill, Wroughton, Swindon, Wiltshire SN4 9JR 
Tei: Swindon (01 793) 812323 « Fax: (0179 3) 845323 
emaii: [dhdav31 @ hotmaii.com] 


THE CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE I JANUARY 2015 85 



























Words: JERRY THURSTON 


Classic choice | Options 


Marque of 
distinction 


PREWAR TRIUMPH 

Pick up a 1920s Triumph catalogue and you will find that 
the range consisted of only four models - and three of 
these were more or less the same machine with some 
variations on the theme. 

Hardly a recipe for success you might think hut, 
sometimes, less is more and despite this apparent lack of 
choice, the company prospered. 

Triumph rode the Great Depression out with clever 
manufacturing decisions and, with the introduction of the 
Speed Twin just before the war, set the scene to he perhaps 
the best remembered of the British manufacturers. 



What to pay? 

These must be most plentiful of the First 
World War-era machines, so if you 
would like an H, there are many to 
choose from. Everything from a nicely 


choice 


Model H Trusty Triumph 


After winning a large war office contract for dispatch 
riders' mounts. Triumph redesigned its veteran 
single-gear model to incorporate the then new 
Sturmey- Archer gearbox, giving it an enclosed 
primary drive and a simple belt drive to the rear 
wheel. More than 30,000 of the legendary Model H 
were built and the 'Trusty Triumph' became very 
much an icon of the First World War. Postwar 
reconditioned machines were abundant and 
helped to fulfil the new desire for motorised 
transport. 


patinated 1919 machine at £8750 through to 
gleaming 100 point restorations at a little over 
£10,000; a prospective owner with money ready and 
prepared to have a little patience could 
well turn up a bargain. 


Readily identifiable because of the cylindrical 
petrol tank, the lunior Triumph was reasonably 
priced motorcycling for the professional man. The 
drive was via permanent connection with the 'Patent 
two -speed countershaft gear' with a belt and no 
clutch it was a case of paddle along until the 225cc 
two -stroke burst into life, and when you stopped, the 
engine stopped too. Even Triumph itself noted it 
was not recommended as a serious long-distance 
touring mount. 

What to pay? 

The lunior falls into a slightly uncomfortable niche. 
Most are post-veteran and not really man enough 
for bigger vintage events; this has a tendency to keep 
the prices down. Hunting around, the 
average amount asked seems to be in the £4250 to 
£5250 range. 



Junior 
Budget baby 
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ND 

Humble but decent 



In the depths of the Great Depression the ND provided 
humhle hut decent transportation for those who were 
lucky enough to he able raise the cash. Triumph took its 
saddle-tank design, fitted a basic sidevalve engine and 
gave it a functional all painted finish, saving the 
expensive chrome plate for a few stark details. Utilitarian 
measures like this meant Triumph managed to emerge 
from a financially troubled era that saw off so many of its 
contemporaries. 

What to pay? 

A depression-era machine means that you won't be 
getting much glitz or horsepower for your money. 
Although the ND won't win a beauty pageant or a TT, it 
will nevertheless provide the owner with just what it was 
designed for, a riding experience on a budget. Under 
£5000 should get you one. 



SD 

Spring driven 




V Mi 


X MM 


HI 


Far more modern in specification than the previous 
machines, with all-chain drive spring drive shock absorber 
to reduce transmission snatch and a three-speed gearbox. 
The SD still looked more or less the same as the H, with the 
same engine and the classic 'semi-automatic' double-barrel 
carburettor that required an amount of lever juggling to get 
the setting just so. 

Coupled to a Gloria sidecar, the SD makes the 
quintessential early- vintage outfit, perfect for enjoying the 
country lanes with your best girl, although you need to be 
prepared to drop a gear for a stiff headwind. 

What to pay? 

The relative sophistication and rarity of the SD when 
compared with the H places it slightly higher in the pecking 
order, just like they were in period. This in mind, you will 
need to find around £2000 to £3000 more to secure one 
above an H. A period Gloria sidecar will ice the cake, with a 
complete outfit probably priced at up to £20,000. 




Tiger 100 
Burning bright 


Is the Tiger 100 the ultimate girder/rigid machine? 
Launched in 1938, the Tiger 100 took the already popular 
Speed Twin and through judicious tuning increased the 
top speed in road-going form to the magic 'ton'. 

Allegedly if you removed the end caps from the silencers, 
converting them to megaphone form, yet more speed 
could be wrung out of the willing motor. The Tiger 100 
remained in production in various guises until the 1970s. 

What to pay? 

The prewar 100s remain one of the most coveted models 
from Triumph's history and the prices asked reflect this 
desirability. One sold at Bonhams' April 2013 Stafford 
sale for £17,250. A buyer will need to have at least that 
amount available to be in with a chance. 

lOHaHH 
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Words: RICHARD ROSENTHAL 


© You were asking | Expert advice 




You were asking 

Your queries resolved with Richard Rosenthal 


Read-Weslake 
racer engine 

I’ve been told Phil Read was involved in the all-British 
Read-Weslake 500cc project, hence the name... but 
this isn’t how I remember events in the 1960s. 

Bob Leigh-Scoot, email Spain, ex-London. 


OThe Pudge logo, 
nearest, and the Borrani 
one, far. The similarity is 
impossible to miss. 


My understanding is that Weslake was contracted to 
deveiop and buiid three-iitre dohc V12 engines for Dan 
Gurney's Eagie racing cars. To heip with this work, 
which invoived much cyiinder head deveiopment, 
Wesiake, ied by founder Harry Wesiake (ex-Brookiands 
racer), of Rye in Sussex, built two-cylinder slave test 
engines, which in effect, mirrored two of the cylinders 
of the Eagle V12. At this time Weslake was also 
involved in engine development work for BRM and for 
others who were using Ford V8 units. 

In summer 1967, Ray Creek of Reads of 
Leytonstone, London entered into discussions with 
Weslake with a view to building a 500cc dohc parallel- 
twin cylinder racing engine. Reads' service manager 
Jock Kerr (later the maker and supplier of big and 
sleeved down bore kits for Hondas etc) made a 
number of visits to the Rye engine makers to further 
the project. In December 1968, the Read/Weslake 
team announced their work on Project 96 had led to 
the development of a 500cc dohc twin unit, which 
developed 80bhp@ll,500rpm. Finance was always a 
problem with Project 96 and among other sources the 
team hoped to secure Manx Lottery funds. 

At some point in 1969 Phil Read was reported 
to be involved in Project 96 by which time a Rickman 
rolling chassis had been secured for the engine. Phil 
Read felt this chassis too heavy and planned for a 
Reynolds made frame, and then he withdrew from the 
scheme. Later the 500 engine was enlarged to give 
a TOOcc unit. 



The Rickman-framed Read-Wesiake. Harry Wesiake is 
in the saddie, Mike Danieis and Don and Derek 
Rickman stand behind. 


Borrani by Rudge, or not? 



TCM colleague Alan Turner and others have contacted 
me to ask if there is any truth in the rumour that the 
Borrani alloy wired wheel rim is actually a Rudge design. 
Furthermore, two of the questioners point out the 
similarity between the early Borrani Logo and that 
of Rudge. 

Circa 1922, Carlo Borrani entered a business 
agreement to make and market motorcycle, car, possibly 
cycle and possibly light aircraft wire wheels in Italy with 
Rudge of Coventry. Whether Carlo built the wheels to 
Rudge design from raw materials in Italy or assembled 
Rudge-supplied kits to circumnavigate the then-current 
trade restrictions is unclear. 

What is known is that Borrani adopted the Rudge 
logo comprising a hand overlaid on a wire wheel 
employed by Rudge. But instead of the script RUDGE- 
WHITWORTH on its circumference Carlo used the words 
ROUTE BORRANI MILANO. 

What is also known is that during the early 1930s, 
Carlo Borrani was developing his aluminium alloy rims, 
initially for racing roles. He wasn’t alone in the 
development of aluminium alloy wheels or indeed rims 
as rival Italian, German, French and possibly other 
engineers were working along similar lines. However, for 
many the goal wasn’t to make a lighter stronger wheel 
but rather a uniform wheel which needed little skill to 
assemble. Cast wheel rims with spokes to lugs etc 
were looked at. Until this point, wheel building was a 
‘mystic art’ in some quarters and while many were good 
at it - and some specialists such as Rudge superb - 
often motorcycle makers were working on their 
production lines with distorted steel rims sporting 
bulges or indents at the point where steel bands were 
welded before rolling the rim. 

It’s reasonably certain Borrani was having his 
aluminium alloy rims tested under racing conditions by 

1934 and it is also certain some British works teams 
(including Norton) were employing Borrani rims by mid- 

1935 for some - but not all - machines, including at 
the TT. Initially, all teams painted such rims black to 
disguise them. 

My research suggests Rudge had no part in this 
development but was all important in the set up of Carlo 
Borrani’s business more than a decade earlier, though it 
is also known that at least one Rudge racer was spotted 
with Borrani rims, painted black, during the 1935 season. 
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YOU WERE ASKING IS SPONSORED BY CASTROL CLASSIC OILS 


Mystery Aintage BSA 

I have a 1925 BSA that I bought as an H25 557cc 
side-valve nnodel. Now I’ve checked out the nnodel I 
find it is a 1925 4.5hp 450cc Light. No-one including 
BSA clubs from around the world, museums and 
specialists have heard of a cl925 450cc side valve 
BSA single. Are they for real, do you know of a 
museum or person who has one and what is the bore 
and Stroke? 

Ray Whiting, email, New Zealand. 

I've been involved in veteran, vintage and older 
classic motorcycles for almost 50 years and 
have never come across a mid-1920s BSA 450cc 
Light. However, long ago I learnt never to dismiss 
anything and I've also learnt the more I know, the 
less I know. 

BSA did make in the mid-1920s a Light 557cc 
model which was quoted first as 4V4hp, then 
4V2hp and finally 5.57hp. The engine number you 
quote for your machine starts with the prefix 
letter H which codes for the 85 x 98mm 557 cc 
side-valve engine. If your machine proves to be a 
450cc version ail one can assume is engines with 
the prefix H were sleeved down to approx 76 or 
77mm bore to complete a special order for perhaps 
an overseas client. Hopefully readers can enlighten 
us further. 



Bill Slocombe's 
trials outfits 


Bill Slocombe on one of his all-alloy BSA engined 
trials outfits. 


DUGGIE TALES 

More than a year ago, 
this column published 
some photographs of Ian 
Williamson’s 1952 MkV 
Douglas. Since, Ian has 
found these further two 
images of what was 
expected from your 
motorcycle in the early 
1950s by a recently 
demobbed young man. 
Happy days. 



Joyous times. The 1952 
MkV and Watsonian 
sidecar, and as a soio. 




A distant cousin of mine, Alec Wright, 
built some very special BSA trials outfits for Bill 
Slocombe, the proprietor of Slocombes of Neasden, 
London. Do you have any details of these machines? 

A self-taught engineer, Alec Wright worked for 
Slocombes. He also built his own outfits based on 
250cc Greeves models and was usually 
passengered by John Gazeley. Later Alec Wright and 
John Gazeley set up as Competition Developments 
of St Albans. 

Derek Upton, New Zealand. 


Our archive holds many pictures of Bill Slocombe 
competing in trials events such as the Southern 
Experts and DK Mansell Trophy Trial, aboard his BSA 
outfits, often with Gold Star or aii-aiioy BSA 499cc 
single-cylinder trials engines. But it appears the 
machines were never fully profiled in period. If 
readers have more details of these outfits, Derek and 
this column would like to hear from you. 

Notes: 

*Bill Slocombe was British sidecar trials champion in 
1960 and was often passengered by Frank Bali, who 
also occasionally teamed with Alec Wright in place of 
his friend and regular passenger John Gazeley. 

^During the early 1930s as a young man. Bill 
Slocombe began buying and selling motorcycles and 
later ran a business with a partner. After the Second 
World War, Bill split from his partner to found 
Slocombes of Neasden, initially in small premises, 
and was later agent for, or dealer with, many famous 
British marques including BSA, Triumph and Velocette. 

In the early 1970s, Slocombes took on the BMW 
agency and later Honda as an independent 
dealership. Today all the Slocombe businesses are 
jointly run by Paul (Bill's son) and Ray (Raymond, Bill's 
nephew). 

*After his time as mechanic and then workshop 
foreman at Slocombes and through his partnership in 
Competition Developments, Alec Wright became team 
manager for Team Green Kawasaki. Following some 
years of ill health, Alec succumbed to a heart attack 
in January 2010. 


‘ ST.ALBAN5 
63542 


RD 


ST.ALBAN5. 

HERTS. 


Alec Wright, 
JohnGazeley, 
135a HATFIELD 
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LEADERS IN CLASSIC LUBRICATION 

Castrol XL30, XXL40, GP50, XL20w/50 
Castrol R, M plus all original Gear Oils. 
Valvemaster & Valvemaster Plus Octane. 

One litre, Gallon, Home Workshop Drum sizes. 
Free UK mainland delivery offers. 
www.castrolclassicoils.c|o.uk| 

Castrol Classic Oils Tel: 01954 231668 
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You were asking | Expert advice 



You were asking 

Your queries resolved with Richard Rosenthal 



SOLAR LIGHTS 

Was Lucas, Powell & 
Hanmer or Miller the 
first company to make 
acetylene lights? 

Richard Newbold, email. 





Acetylene lighting 
remained popular into the 
1920s. This is a Rotax set. 

Frederick Wohler was 
probably the first, in 
1862, to record the 
release of acetylene 
from calcium chloride by 
the application of water. 
During 1888 the 
Canadian T L Willson 
published work detailing 
an approach of heating a 
mix of lime and coke in 
an electric arc furnace at 
2000°C to produce 
calcium carbide. Four 
years later, H Moissan 
published to the same 
effect and also in 1892 
Willson and J T 
Morehead developed a 
process for producing 
calcium carbide. Soon 
many jumped on the 
‘artificial daylight wagon, 
in the quest to make 
sound acetylene lights or 
just loads of money. 
Arguably, the first 
successful volume- 
production acetylene 
cycle lamp was the 
‘Solar’ manufactured by 
the American Badger 
Brass Company in 
C1896/97. The first 
successful British 
commercially 
manufactured effort was 
the Lucas Acetylator, 
which was marketed 
from 1898. 


Maurice Cann 


It must be the time of year for clubroom quizzes, as 
three readers, including David Thompson and Mr S 
Langridge, have asked this column the same question, 

'What international championship did 
Maurice Cann win?’ 

Born in 1911, Maurice Cann had begun racing 
Velocettes by the early 1930s and over the next years 
became a regular at Brooklands. He first competed in 
the loM at the annual Manx GP in 1931 recording a 
ninth place at 62.08mph in the Junior and a DNF (did 
not finish) in the Senior, both Velocette mounted. 

After an absence of four years, he returned to the 
Manx in 1935 armed with Norton power to earn a 
seventh and 10th (Junior/Senior). Following dismal 
1936 Manx GP outings (two times DNF) he hit the 
headlines with wins in both Junior and Senior Manx GPs. 

The following year he recorded a fourth in the loM 
Lightweight TT (Excelsior Manxman) and places in the 
1939 Junior and Senior. 

As a recognised highly skilled engineer, he was on 
essential work throughout the war before returning to 
short circuit and the loM to which he added visits to 
other international events. Controversy surrounded his 
second place finish in the 1947 loM Lightweight TT by 
less than a minute to winner Manliffe Barrington (Moto 
Guzzi). Many observers claimed the officials added a 
minute to Cann’s time, who was riding a 250cc Moto 
Guzzi he rebuilt from a crashed machine. The following 
year he romped home to an outstanding win by almost 
10 minutes at 75.18mph, from Roland Pike’s Rudge. 

Maurice Cann actively competed until circa 1953, with 
his last Island outings in that year. He recorded three 
wins (1949, 1950 and 1952) in the Lightweight class 
of the Ulster Gf? heading home full works runners on 
each occasion and enjoyed a best World 
Championship year in 1950, finishing second to Dario , 
Ambrosini (Benelli) in the year’s 250cc title chase. 
Although he crashed heavily practising for the 1951 
loM TT, he recovered to race again, albeit entering 
fewer events. He died in February 1989. 

Two of the readers felt the question which led to this 
brief feature trick’. But it’s not, as he was crowned 
1948 250cc Motorcycle European Champion. 


A discless future 

A whole raft of readers have contacted with varying 
views on the demise of the Vehicle Tax Disc. Quite 
apart from those who are sorry to see its passing 
(including me) many are concerned if challenged by 
the police how they can prove their vehicle is taxed. 
In fact, the police can check this instantly using the 
numberplate recognition system. 


Once you’ve taxed for the first time or renewed 
online, by phone or at the Post Office it is possible to 
check the vehicle’s status on the DVLA website and 
confirm it’s taxed until the end of the period you’ve 
licensed it for. Local Post Offices will issue a small 
printout detailing the renewal date/time, taxation start 
date, vehicle registration mark and fee, if any, paid. 
Online, one can download similar and by phone can ask 
for the same confirmation. 

One accepts our vehicle’s tax, insurance and MoT 
status (if required) can be checked instantly by 
numberplate recognition but it was nice to be issued 
with a tax disc, which after it had expired, could be 
stored in the vehicle’s folder. My 1924 550cc OEC 
Blackburne has been kept on the road continuously 
since 1979 and I have all the old tax discs. When the 
current one expires in June 2015 that will be that, so 
to speak, and all I’ll be able to add to the file is a 
computer-generated taxation receipt. All a bit 
disappointing, but some younger folk in my life have 
told me not to mope and that I should get out more. I 
guess in this case they are right. 

Now for the first problem. A motorcycle repair shop 
owner asks how can he be certain machines his 
employees and he need to road test are taxed without 
tax discs. Arguably, their status can be checked online 
with DVLA which takes time or follow Paul’s example 
and organise a Trade plate’ which is fitted to each 
machine before testing, rather than rely on owners’ 
assurances their motorcycle is licensed. In reality the 
cost was small and this he’s passing on to each 
customer as a 50p hidden charge, about the same as 
he’d need to charge for checking a vehicle licence 
status online to cover time involved. 
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CLASSIC METALWORK RESTORATION 


DE-CORROSION SERVICES 
Littleton Lane, Shepperton TW17 ONF 
01 932 564666 • 07799 541 1 87 • 07774 494804 


■ Over 60 year's experience 

■ Fine Finishing for your frames and 
components 

■ Micro Fine Blast Cleaning and 
Paintwork Refinishing 

■ Powder Coating or 
Stove Enamelling in all 
Standard Colours 

■ Collection and Delivery can be 
arranged 

■ Visitors Welcome - 
Fast Turnaround Times 




PUT TOO MUCH PRESSURE ON THAT OLO BOLT? 

SNAPPEO? STRIPPEO THE THREADS? 

DON’T WORRY THAT’S WHERE WE ARE SPECIALISTS! 


^ UnTT^reaD M 

SUPPLIES QUAUTY THREAD REPAIR KITS, INSERTS 
AND INSERT TAPS IN BSC, BSF, BSW, BA, UNF, UNC & 
METRIC. BY SPEEDY MAIL ORDER SERVICE. 

WE ALSO STOCK QUALITY TAPS, DIES, REAMERS, DRILLS, ETC. 

WWW.UNI-THREAD.COM 

CALL 01803 867832 or Fax 01803 867982 
for your free catalogue 
For all other requirements, please visit our sister site 

www.dontforgetyourtools.com 
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' 4 ' ~ Send an A5 SAE for free spares booklet i 

fSTi „ Mkl Concentric all sizes Alcohol Mkl and Mk11 < 

^ Mkl Triple Sets Wk2 Smoothbore. GP3, lOTTS, 1 

Mk2 Concentric 276 & 289 Pre Monoblocs | 

** Monobloc 376 & 389 all sizes Matchbox Float Bowl | 

504 Float Bowl, 302 Float Bowl 

Tufnei Spacers: 22, 24. 26, 28, 30 and 32mm 4 widths %. %. % % , 

Unique to Surrey Cycles • Quality Polished Alloy Bellmouths > 

Turned from solid billet, screw cut thread, stainless steel gauze | 

To fit Concentric, Monobioc & Pre Monobloc Carburettors 1 

FULL STOCK OF SPARES i 

ALL CARBURETTORS JETTED AND SETTO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS FREE i 
Contact us on Tel: 01342 716120 • Fax: 01342 718118 i 

email: info@surreycycles.com or via our website www.sutTeycycles.com i 
25 Squires Close, Crawley Down. West Sussex RH10 4JH 1 
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CELEBRATING THE 

MOO'S 6 ROCKER'S VERRS 


BATH & WEST 

SHOWGROUND 

SHEPTON 


) ) ) CLUB DISPLAYS 


WITH CARS FROM THE 50’S, 60’S AND 70’S A 


01 507 529529 


FREE PARKING Pj 

SPECIAL CLASSIC CAR AREA ^ ^ 


Footman 

James 


Clksiaie "¥oii 

MOTOI 
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Book tickets online to get £2 OFF 

www.classicmagazines.co.uk/GWA00011 
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Words: ALAN TURNER 


©OOC Restoration guide | Expert advice 


Moto Guzzi V7 
1967-76 


THE SPECIALIST 

Gutsibits has been in existence for less than five 
years but has already established a reputation for 
good stocks of parts for all Moto Guzzi twins, from 
the late 1960s on. Ed Wolstenholme of the company 
considers the early models have enormous charm 
and readily agreed to recall his V7 experiences and 
help out with this restoration guide. 

Gutsibits: 01484 841395; f\Amm^.gutsibits.co.ul^ 

MODEL HISTORY 

Moto Guzzi first adopted the 90-degree V-twin 
concept for a rather bizarre three-wheeled military 
machine. When that project ended, further 
development work continued by fitting a Fiat 500 car 
with a V-twin engine of 500cc, later 600cc, but still 
driving through the standard Fiat transmission. 

That project did not continue, but at the same time, 
designer Giulio Carcano was looking at developing a 
V-twin powered motorcycle. 

The opportunity arose when the Italian Polizei 
came calling for new motorcycles. Moto Guzzi 
created a new powertrain with a transverse engine 
installed into suitably sturdy cycle parts. The V-twin 
layout neatly resolved the width and ground- 
clearance problems of a horizontal twin. The orders 
soon followed. To see how far the appeal went, Moto 
Guzzi exhibited a bike, with conservative, touring 
styling, at the Milan show in 1965. This was 
enthusiastically received and the positive response 
resulted in what became the V7 and the bikes went 
on sale for the 1967 season. 

The original V7 lasted until 1976, but was 
produced concurrently with the 757cc V7 Sport, 
and the later 750cc V7. When Lino Tonti took over 
design he came up with revisions and new styling 
cues, some of which can be found on present-day 
Moto Guzzi models. 




Engine 

The 90-degree V-twin 
engine was notably 
oversquare, with 80mm 
bores and 70mm stroke. 
While the claimed output 
was a modest 40bhp, the 
torque was exceptional. 
The swept volume was 
actually 703.7cc. A gear- 
driven camshaft in the V 
of the cylinders acted on 
pushrods operating two 
valves per cylinder. 
Reflecting the original 
design requirements, 
the construction of the 
engine is basic and 
mainly straightforward 
and easy to work on. 


Early on, problems 
arose with the exhaust 
mount, the securing 
sleeve nut could work 
loose, damaging the 
head. Gutsibits has 
replacement parts, 
but specialist repair 
may be required. One 
quirk of the V7 design 
was the use of chrome - 
plated bores. While this 
offers a number of 
engineering advantages, 
if an engine is turned 
over that has been static 
for a while, the chrome 
can peel from the bores. 
At present, replacement 
is cheaper than 
refurbishment. 


At less than £300 for 
a (single) barrel and 
piston assembly it's 
arguably a little short of 
having to sacrifice sundry 
limbs. A full 750cc 
conversion is 
straightforward, later 
engines had 82.5mm 
(750) or 83mm (757) 
bores, a 78mm stroke 
achieved the classic 844cc 
Moto Guzzi capacity. 
The various Dell'Orto 
carburettors fitted 
during production are 
obsolete and parts are 
extremely scarce, but 
conversion to the later, 
round-slide PHF type 
is straightforward. 


lEB i 

Transmission 
The transmission is far 
closer to car than 
motorcycle practice. The 
automotive-type clutch is 
located on a heavy 
flywheel, mounted 
directly on the crankshaft. 
Good for many miles, all 
the clutch parts are 
available off the shelf 
when required. Drive goes 
to a four-speed gearbox 
that is almost bomb- 
proof, its biggest enemy is 
owner neglect, especially 
if the oil level has been 
allowed to fall. Apart from 
standard bearings, four- 
speed gearbox parts are 


hard to get. The usual cure 
is to upgrade to a later 
('72-on), five-speed 
transmission, a fairly 
straightforward 
conversion. Touring riders 
will find the taller fifth 
gear a boon. Note, the 
four-speed box is right 
side change. This can be 
altered, but it is more 
complex than attacking it 
with a fistful of linkage 
bits. Final drive is by 
Cardan shaft through the 
swingarm to the bevel 
assembly at the rear hub, 
which conveniently allows 
rear wheel removal 
without disturbing the 
final drive. 
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Electrics 
The entire 
electrical system is 
arguably better than 
later Guzzi offerings. 

As a precaution, the 
wiring harness should 
be thoroughly checked, 
repaired, replaced or 
re-made where 
necessary. Some of 
the Marelli components 
are now obsolete and 
replacement will 
call for updated 
alternatives. This also 
applies to the starter 
motor. The switchgear 
and lighting is courtesy of 
CEV and still listed. 



Cycle parts 

A mixture of good news 
and bad news. Good news 
is that almost everything is 
tough and was well 
finished from the start. 

Bad news is that 
replacements for missing 
or accident damaged parts 
are all but non-existent. 
The only real exception 
are the side panels. The V7 
fuel tank and mudguards 
are components unique to 
that model. Original 
wheels are highly prized. 
The tough hub and brake 
assemblies are easily 
serviced, but long- 
established supplier 


Borrani was responsible 
for the deep -flanged 
wheel rims. At present, 
pattern replacements are 
the only option. The front 
brake on the regular 
civilian model was a twin- 
leading shoe unit. A 
^press-on' rider might 
describe it as: ^only 
achieving the interesting 
side of adequate.' Police 
versions got a far superior 
doubled up (four leading- 
shoe) version. It's a 
difhcult-to-find, thus 
expensive, upgrade, but 
anyone who rides a V7 
regards it as an 
acceptable and 
worthwhile modification. 


Suspension 
Swinging fork rear 
suspension controlled by 
coil-over shocks is pretty 
standard fare. Gutsibits has 
replacement shocks, 
identical in looks, or can 
supply Hagons that are 
close in looks and equally 
functional. At the front end, 
oil-damped telescopic forks 
handled 
the job perfectly 
adequately. When it's time 
for overhaul, bushes and oil 
seals are readily obtainable, 
as are replacement 
stanchions. However, 
dismantling the forks 
requires a special tool. 


PRICING 

An asking price of £1500 
for a non-runner might be 
considered steep, but the 
necessary full overhaul 
should not break the 
bank. At present, a nicely 
presented V7 will 
command £6000. 
However, with prices 
generally on the up, the 
collectors' market may 
well give Mandello's finest 
a lift soon. 

SUMMING UP 

V-twin engines have been 
around almost since the 
start of motorcycling, but 
you either 'get' V-twins, or 
you don't. Even for those 
who appreciated the 
layout, the launch V7 was 
undeniably radical, with 
cylinders looking like they 
were trying to escape from 
the crankcase. Whether a 
rider acquires the V-twin 
taste or not, the V7 is the 
one that started it all for 
Moto Guzzi and justifies 
the factory's bold decision 
almost half a century ago. 

Ed Wolstenholme loves 
the V7 riding experience. 
With no pretensions as a 
sports bike, the relaxed 
nature and easy beat of 
the engine mean you 
actually feel as if you get to 
a destination earlier. The 
four-speed box also needs 
a relaxed approach. It 
offers well-chosen ratios, 
but the engine-speed 
clutch means gear- 
changes need to be slow 
and deliberate. 

If the prospect of a good 
classic tourer, with 
remarkably good spares 
availability, may well have 
whetted your appetite for 
restoring a V7, the major 
problem will be finding 
one. Never prolific, the 
bikes can turn up almost 
anywhere nowadays. 

The V7 styling may have 
awaited Lino Tonti's 
redeeming touch but ugly 
ducklings need love to^A 
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"The Friendly Club" 
for Moto Guzzi's 
past and present 

Offering: 

• Professional quality full colour bi-monthly magazine 

• Rallies and camping weekends here and abroad 

• Technical advice • Machine Dating 

• Member's website area • Local branch activities 

AND MUCH MORE! 




Contact our Membership Sec on tel No 07986 949899 or 
email: membership@motoguzziclub.co.uk 



VINTAGE LEVIS LEATHERS. D LEVIS LTD & AVTAXTT ITEMS WANTED. PLEASE CALL US FOR INFO 


BRITAIN'S OLDEST MOTORCYCLE CLOTHING COMPANY 


etofs 


NEW! 


ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOGUE 


Personal callers arc welcomed at 




I 3-5 

m TeU- WHITFIELD ST 

« 020 7636 43t4 LONDON WIT 2SA 



2015 CALENDAR 


Step back in time with the 
wonderfully nostalgic 2015 
calendar from The Classic 
MotorCycle magazine. 

See timeless classics of days I 

gone by and reminisce as the 
12 specially selected black and 
white images (with full 
captions and descriptions) evoke 
memories of the good 
old days. 

Each calendar comes with a 
backing board and envelope should 
you wish to pass it on as a gift to 
someone special. This high quality 
product features a month per page 
calendar view and space for daily 
appointments. 

It is also spiral bound with a metal 
hanging bar for easy display. 





Only 

£8.49 

With FREE P&Pto 
the UK and 
Northern Ireland 



A perfect treat as we head into the new 
year or an excellent Christmas gift for 
friends and family, The Classic MotorCycle 
2015 calendar is on sale now. 


ORDER 

TODAV! 


Call: 01507 529529 Visit: www.classkmagazmes.co.uk 
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CHARTERHOUSE 

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 



A 1966 Triumph 5T Speed Twin included in this auction 

The Carole Nash Bristol Classic 
Motorcycle Show Auction 

Sunday 8th February 201 5 

The Bath & West Showground, Shepton Mallet, 

Somerset BA4 6QN 

We are now accepting consignments from throughout the UK for this 

important specialist sale 

To enter a motorcycle, whether a barn find project or a show stopper 
please contact Matthew Whitney at our Head Office, via email on 

bikes@charterhouse-auction.com 

or call direct 07756 312649 
The Long Street Salerooms, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3BS 


01935 812277 www.charterhouse-auction.com 
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ARISE, SIR TRIDENT 

This smart 1976 Triumph Trident T160 has been dry stored and unused as part of 
various collections for the past 17 years. Now it’s time for a wake-up call 

Words and photography: RICHARD ROSENTHAL 


Last used in 1997, this low mileage Triumph T160 
hasn't been started for 17 years. A long-time previous 
owner stored it as part of his collection, complete 
with a tank full of fuel which over the years evaporated, 
leaving a gooey, lumpy mess in the tank. Although the 
fuel taps had been turned off, an amount of fuel had 
leaked into and dried in the carburettors, sticking the 
slides in situ... 

Since initial storage in 1997, this Trident has changed 
hands to join other collections where other machines 
were 'in-use' - therefore no attempts have been made 
in that time to run the Trident. This is arguably the best 
way to store a motorcycle in the long-term once the fuel 
has been drained, as brief runs during the past 17 years 
would have built up condensation within the engine, 
which may have caused internal corrosion. 

A glance inside the oil tank revealed about two 
pints of near clean oil, suggesting the machine had 


Above: When stored, the 
complete machine was 
covered with a duck oil- 
like substance which, 
although now dried to all 
surfaces, has protected all 
paintwork, brightwork and 
aluminium surfaces from 
corrosion. One imagines 
this was carried out to 
protect the machine 
during over-winter 
storage... but the machine 
was never again started. 


been the subject of an oil change and then briefly run, 
before being put to bed. Since there was only a small 
amount of oil within the oil tank, it was fair to assume 
the rest had 'wet-sumped' and drained into the 
crankcases during its long rest. 

Despite surface rust on the brake discs, both of them 
worked well. Fork action was smooth and there was no 
play in the swinging arm, steering head and wheel 
bearings. Although near unused, the tyres are hard and 
therefore warrant replacement. As yet, none of the 
electrics including the ignition have been checked as 
initial work was focused on the mechanical side of the 
three -cylinder machine. 

Motorcycles, like life, involve a series of decisions 
and the first related to the Trident's oil condition, 
which may come across as a strange approach to 
some. In effect, if a closer inspection of the oil tank 
and/or sump had revealed much evidence of 
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A rapid clean of the engine, exhausts and engine 
sundries reveals how effective the protective coating 
applied by the past owner was. The cleaned engine bore 
little evidence of spanner work, fin damage or any other 
abrasions, suggesting that the under 13,000 
mileometer reading may be an accurate record of this 
Trident’s mileage. We’re looking forward to hearing the 
engine start and using the gearchange, which should be 
near as-new in action. 



Licensed for the period May-October (inclusive) 1997 and 
considering its mileometer readings, this Trident had 
clearly seen precious little use since new. Hopefully, it’s 
simply a little used, low mileage machine, but there could 
be other more sinister reasons to explain its low mileage. 
Initial inspection su^ests not - let’s hope so. 


sludge, there would be a chance of that sludge 
blocking or partially blocking oilways, which would 
indicate a need to strip the engine. But if the oil was 
clean and no sludge had settled in either the base of 
the sump or oil tank, then we would err to leaving 
the motor unmolested and instead check oil flow on 
first start-up, despite its 17 year dormant period. 

Some will disagree with these thoughts, with very 
good reasons, and strip regardless. Each to their 
own, as it is a matter of choice based on past and 
gained experience, and regardless of whether a 
decision is right or wrong, it's at least a point to move 
forwards from. 

The first part of this short feature series, focuses on 
checking oil condition for evidence of sludge; freeing, 
stripping, cleaning and rebuild of bank of carburettors; 
fitting new carburettor intake rubbers and cleaning the 
fuel tank, including its taps. O 



Leaving fuel in petrol tanks, 
which then evaporates, will 
result in dried-on deposits 
as exampled here by the 
tank neck and cap. Cheap 
supermarket petrol 
contains a fair percentage 
of ethanol which is great at 
loosening such old dried-on 
deposits. So in went a 
couple of gallons of 
supermarket premium 
grade fuel and the tank was 
sealed for a period of a 
couple of weeks. 

l EBi 

Here’s the result, after then 
agitating internally on both 
sides with a large bottle 
brush. The ruler gives an 
idea of the quantity of dried 
fuel deposits removed. The 
process was repeated four 
more times. Inspection with 
a torch and dentist’s mirror 
revealed 95% plus of dried 
fuel had been removed. One 
can’t guarantee every last 
trace was removed, so the 
machine will be run with 
inline filters initially. 



After its lengthy internal 
clean, the tank was 
cleaned externally with 
ethanol free fuel to 
remove traces of tape 
glue and mounting 
rubbers. It was then 
polished with wax polish. 
The badges were also 
cleaned, but won’t be 
refitted yet, just in case 
further internal tank 
cleaning is required or 
it needs removing to 
access the engine or 
carburettors. 



It would be nice to reuse 
the Trident’s original fuel 
taps but they are blocked 
with dried petrol and are 
solid. They may free 
eventually, and some will 
notice one filter was 
smoked off during 
cleaning of the tank. It’s 
not difficult to make and 
soft solder a filter to the 
tap, but in this case the 
balance was swayed in 
favour of new. These are a 
matched pair with the 
reserve facility to one 
only. It’s worth mentioning 
we’ve been advised by 
triple experts to run with 
both taps on to ensure 
even fuel supply to all 
three carburettors. 
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draining the sunip 



On standing our T150 in 
the workshop for months, 
it wet sumps and we just 
start the bike, ieave it 
idiing and within three 
minutes the oii has 
returned to the oii tank. 
Taking no chances with 
this one, the exhausts 
were taken off to access 
the sump piate and 
strainer, cieaned and 
originai Campbeii siiencers 
marked with hand. The oii 
drained from the 
crankcase was as new. 



We beiieve as much can 
be iearnt regarding an 
engine’s condition by 
examining the oii and 
fiiter/strainer as running 
it. As weii as ciean oii, the 
fiiter itseif was aiso totaiiy 
ciean. Aii very promising. 



Once the sump piate and 
strainer were refitted on 
went the exhaust. In 
practice oniy the middie 
cyiinder pipes need 
removing to access the 
sump piate and strainer, 
but as this machine had 
been stored, it’s a sound 
idea to strip and refit the 
entire exhaust system 
with paste to eiiminate the 
potentiai of ieaks which is 
an MoT test faiiure. 


CARBURETTORS 

ESI— 

Whiie the tank was 
‘softening’, the carbs were 
aiso soaked in the same 
supermarket petroi. After 
a few days the dried ‘goo’ 
had softened enough to 
aiiow the siides to puii out 
and the carbs were then 
dismantied. We then 
assigned a box per 
carburettor. These were 
then vapour-biasted. 



On return from biasting the 
carbs were inspected, and 
whiie the siides had 
cieariy been machined and 
fitted with brass sieeves, 
the fioats were 
in iess sound condition. 
One was cracked and 
another hoied. 
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The carburettors were 
rebuilt with new gaskets 
and floats, Viton tipped 
float needle valves and 
float pivot pins. Arguably 
to replace all three floats 
etc. is excessive, but we 
aren’t looking to strip 
carbs again if floats or 
needles stick, so let’s 
replace the lot. 



Main jet, needle jet and 
jet holder ready for 
assembly to the Amal 
Concentric carburettor 
body. Amal supplied (and 
still supply) a huge range 
of jets for Its carburettors 
and on strip, clean and 
reassembly it’s worth 
checking with Amal’s 
published advice for the 
subject machine. 


Described by Amal as a 
'volume control screw’ 
with 0-ring, found in 
carburettor gasket set. 
Fitting these 0-rings is 
one of life’s ‘joys’. Secure 
volume control screw in 
small vice and roll on 
0-ring with both thumb 
nails. Fit screw and 
lightly tighten, then 
unscrew 1.5 turns and 
adjust later with warmed 
engine running. 



New float, Viton tipped 
needle valve and float 
pivot pin. For a good float 
bowl to body seal, the 
gasket must be sound 
and replacements are 
included in the 
carburettor overhaul 
gasket sets. 



The float bowl is fitted, 
and the float chamber 
plug and new washer are 
ready to complete the 
float chamber assembly. 
Check efficiency of 
needle valve by inverting 
carburettor to seat 
needle and blow into it. 

I = 

This Trident uses three 
150 degree double banjos 
to link carburettor fuel 
feeds, while the tank 
taps link to the outer 
banjo arms at either side 
of the carburettor bank. 
Also pictured are the 
banjo/carburettor filter, 
hollow banjo bolt and 
banjo bolt washer. 
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Throttle slide (throttle 
valve) components 
including siide with brass 
sieeve visibie, siide spring, 
three-groove needie, 
needie ciip and siide 
controi cabie with grub 
screw for adjustment to 
siide actuating bar. 



Choke components 
comprise choke siide (air 
vaive), choke siide spring 
and choke siide guide. 
Some motorcycie makers 
omitted the choke siide 
assembiy but Tridents 
need both fiooding and fuii 
choke for first kick 
starting from coid, so it’s 
best to keep to maker’s 
intended specification. 



One of three throttie siide 
(throttie vaive) 
assembiies fitted to the 
Trident carburettor bank 
structure. A singie throttie 
cabie operates the 
overhead bar to open aii 
three carburettors. The 
choke siides are 
controiied by three 
separate cabies which 
unite in a controi box from 
which a singie cabie is 
worked by the iever. 



Bank of three compiete, 
cieaned Amai Concentric 
carburettors, ready for 
siide height adjustment. 
Makers recommend this is 
effected with three 
iengths of Xe dowei with 
adjustment by short cabie 
grub screws mounted to 
throttie siide controi bar. 
More precise adjustment 
can be undertaken with 
fiow gauges. 

lEi 

There is iittie point in 
expending aii this effort to 
ciean, assembie and 
adjust the carburettors, if 
the iniet vaive rubbers are 
in the poor state 
iiiustrated here. One has 
spiits and aii are perished, 
ensuring air wiii be sucked 
into the engine iniet 
manifoids aitering fuei to 
air mix, ieading to erratic 
running and bad starting. 
These wiii be repiaced 
with this new set of iniet 
rubbers prior to mounting 
the carburettor bank to 
the engine. 






DID IT RUN? 

This machine has electronic ignition fitted which 
produced a strong spark for all three cylinders once 
a battery was in circuit; despite all good intentions 
of waiting until the chassis was overhauled and 
serviced before we started the triple - we didn't! 

In went a gallon of BP Ultimate fuel and sufficient 
Castrol 20/50 oil was poured into the oil tank. 

Flood carburettors, set choke lever and with 
kickstart lever (rather than using the electric 
starter) the machine was given a series of hefty 
kicks. On the fifth and sixth it coughed then, after 
another carburettor tickle, it fired on all three 
cylinders on its seventh depression of the kickstart. 

Shining a torch into the oil tank confirmed a 
strong oil flow. After a small amount of 
condensation was driven from its original Campbell 
silencers, the exhaust vapour totally cleared. 

Suitably motivated, we'll move on to the front 
forks and disc brakes next month. 
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Trading place 


Upload your free advert today - \www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk 



IS THE BEST PLACE TO ADVERTISE YOUR CLASSIC BRITISH BIKES AND SPARES 



AU private adverts are FREE! 


^ Upload your advert at |www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk| 
Post the coupon below or fax to 01507 529399 
We cannot accept Reader Adverts over the phone 


There is no other medium so effective as 
The Classic MotorCycle's trading 
place - so why not take advantage of 
them right now? Simply complete the 
form below and send it as soon as 
possible to: The Classic MotorCycle 
Trading Place, PO Box 99, Horncastle, 
Lincolnshire LN9 6LZ 

It is our policy at The Classic MotorCycle 
not to accept private adverts from 
traders. If, whilst looking for a bike in 
TCM, you experience a trader 
advertising as a private seller, please call 
us on 01507 529529 and we will take 
appropriate action. 

Advertisements can be accepted on this 
form, photocopy, email or internet. 


If you are a trader, give our 
advertising department a 
call on 01507 524004 for our 
latest display ad rates. 


Terms and conditions for private advertisers 


1 . The advert copy provided by the customer 
must be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the co de of the Adve rtising 
Standards Authority [(www.asa.^ g.uk). 

The Classic MotorCycle may amend the 
advertisement to ensure compliance with 
these requirements. 

2. The Classic MotorCycle is not able to verify the 


truthfulness of any statements made by a 
customer in the advert copy. Accordingly, the 
customer will be responsible for any losses, 
expenses or other costs incurred by The Classic 
MotorCycle which are caused by an untrue 
statement made deliberately. 

3. In order to meet its production and other 
editorial requirements. The Classic MotorCycle 


reserves the right to re-classify, edit the copy or 
alter the size or colouring of any advert. 

4. Photo adverts are only available in the Trading 
Place section. We are happy to accept reader 
adverts for Autojumble, but these will appear 
without photographs. 

5. Whilst every effort is made to include your free 
advert correctly, due to the large volume of 


adverts we receive, we are unable to take 
telephone calls should an error occur. You are 
welcome to resubmit your corrected advert for 
inclusion in the next available issue. 

6. We can only accept one photograph 
per coupon. 

7. Please enclose a stamped address envelope if 
you would like your photograph to be returned. 


The Classic MotorCycle Reader Adverts 


Make 

Model 

Price 























Choose a section 

□ For sale □ Miscellaneous 

□ Wanted □ Picture enclosed 

□ Spares 

Name: 

Address: 


Area/ County: 


Telephone: 


Email: 

*Not published 

Signature: 

I confirm that I am not a dealer 

Date: 


■- r MONTH 

CODE 


On occasions Mortons Media Group, publisher of The Classic MotorCycle, shares selected information with its sister companies 
within the Mortons Group of Companies and with other reputable companies, who may contact you about products and services 
that may be of interest to you. If you DO NOT wish to have the details given here passed on, please tick this box □ 








Trading place 


Sponsored 


JAMES CARGO I.ONDON +44(0)I753 687 722 

by 

li/ 

MOTORCYCLE Manchester + 44 <o>] 6 i m 1339 
SHIPPING www.jamcscargobikcs.com 


BOOK YOUR AD NOW! online [AA[[AMIclasslliMBIHiMM Fill in the coupon on page 101 email |ftBNtlHII@class]tlHHItltttltilH|co.uk| 


AJS 18S 500CC, 1955, re- 
registered, new MoT, clean tidy 
bike, starts well, some new parts, 
£3650 ono Tel. 01992 571579. 
Essex 


ARIEL GOLDEN Super Sport 
Arrow, great condition, 16,951 
genuine mileage, lots new parts 
clutch exhaust, etc, £3000 ono 
Tel. 01633 423232. Gwent 


BETA 270 REV III, 6 speed, road 
registered with V5, excellent 
condition, approx £300 spares, 
light kit, sprockets, carb etc, 
£1135 ovno Tel. 01404 46570. 
Devon 


BMW R80ST 1984, red, excellent 
example with stainless exhaust, 
Hagon rear shock, heated grips & 
panniers, MoT, £4250 Tel. 07798 
866071. Middx 



AJS MODEL 20 500cc, twin 
Jampot model, fully restored, V5, 
excellent condition throughout, 
matching numbers, £4500 Tel. 
07831 481814. South Wales 



ARIEL Red Hunter, 500cc VH, 
1952, Briggs Special, sidecar 
combination, good mechanical 
condition, been dry stored for 
several years, £5750 ono Tel. 
01227 373847. Kent 



ARIEL NH350 1952, excellent 
condition for year, starts and runs 
well, £3550 Tel. 07786 232232. 
Newcastle 



BIMOTA DB4IE 2002, only 70 
build, bought new 2004, vgc, 
show winner, only 3200km on the 
clock, serviced August 2014, all 



BMW R50S engine/frame 
5651 97, 1 962 January, concours 
condition, pretty bike, club 
valuation, £10,000, asking £9500 
Tel. 01606 882772. Cheshire 



ARIEL NH350 1955 maroon, 
super condition, used regularly, 
rewired, speedo reconditioned, 
first kick starter, nice separate 
headlight model, tyres nearly new, 
£2995 Tel. 01366 348020. 

Norfolk 



BMW K100LT 1989, metallic 
grey, full touring spec, full 
luggage, tank bag, h/grips, ABS 
etc, low mileage 14,700 miles, 
vgc, well looked after, long MoT, 
£2950 ono p/x considered Tel. 
01495 759234. Gwent 



BSA 1935, Q7 Combination, 
500cc with Noxal boat sidecar, 
outfit is in good condition and 
runs well. Tel. 01624 813997. Isle 
of Man 



BSA A65 1969, project bike with 
matching numbers, 75% 
complete, £1850 Tel. 01743 
718939. Shropshire 



BSA A65 Star, 1964, everything 
stainless ie: rims, spokes, fittings, 
Boyer electronic ignition, MoT 
July 2015, £3500 Tel. 0113 
2632888 work; 01977 663578 
home. North Yorkshire 



ARIEL SQUARE FOUR 1954, 
95% complete, new mudguard, 
seat, tyre, wiring that needs 
completion, runner, spares, 
£8250 Tel. 07969 344367. 



ARIEL NH350 Red Hunter, 1951 , 
original reg number, factory 
numbers, lovely patina, starts first 
kick, rides fine, £3750 Tel. 01 307 
467779. Tayside 



BMW K75S 1988, new tyres, full 
stainless, heated grips, panniers 
+ inners, tank bag, reliable classic 
sports tourer, well maintained, 
some cosmetic blemishes, 
£1200 Tel. 01298 872025. 

Derbyshire 



BSA 350 Starfire, B40 engine in 
a Starfire frame built regardless of 
cost, everything stainless steel, 
new tyres, electronic ignition, 
MoT Nov 201 5, £2500 Tel. 01 1 3 
2632888 work; 01977 663768 
home. North Yorks 



BSA A7 recent restoration, 
princess grey, easy starter, runs 
absolutely smooth, £3250 Tel. 
01635 826021; 07717 461955. 
Berkshire 


ARIEL ARROW SS 1 961 , Golden 
Arrow, restored & tested, show or 
use, excellent, £3995 ono Tel. 
07860 310486. West Midlands 


ARIEL SQUARE FOUR 1 955, 4G, 
MK1 , matching engine & frame 
numbers, bike totally rebuilt in 
2005 by previous owner, only MoT 
miles in the nine years since, tank 
rechromed & sprayed, £12,500 
Tel. 07854 250378. Berkshire 


BMW R100 1980, good 

condition, new MoT, great touring 
bike, ready to ride, £2200 Tel. 
07591 860881. London 


BSA 650 A65 Rocket, 1965, all 
fully rebuilt, superb looking bike, 
£5250 may take Triumph p/x. 
Tel. 07474 025661 . Co Durham 


BSA B175 total rebuild, excellent 
original condition, MoT one year, 
£1550 Tel. 07855 423117. 

Hampshire 











BSA 650 PLUNGER 1952, Black 
Flash, stainless wheels, new seat, 
good paint, belt drive 12V, easy 
start, many new parts, ride away 
or could deliver at cost, offers 
over £4000 Tel. 01162 362648. 
Leics 





BSA B2 250 1 936, new rims, tank 
rechromed, new tyres, all paint 
original, no plate value £1000, old 
logbook, hand change gears, ring 
for more info, £4500 Tel. 01912 
514428. Tyne & Wear 


BSA B25 WDB40 350cc engine, 
1 970, Boyer easy starter, no MoT, 
Sorn, £2350 Tel. 07770 1 1 5727. 
Surrey 



BSA B31 1955, approx 4000 
miles since historic renovation of 
engine and electrics, some 
history, runs well, £3370 Inc 
delivery. Tel. 07958 684069. 
Tayside 



BSA B33/ZB34 fitted ZB34 GS 
engine, competition trim, road 
legal, original registration, 1957, 
not used since 1964, interesting 
history, good condition. Tel. 
01527 821555. Worcs 


BSA B50 MX 1973, road 
registered, MoT April 2015, the 
last and best of the make, £4500 
Tel. 0113 2632888 office; 01977 
663768 home. North Yorkshire 
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^retti brothers* T -* 
Old fiikes 



Bretti Brothers Old Bikes Selling Vintage Motorcycles, Corso Taranto, 
1-10154 Torino, Italy. 0039 335 276597 / 6904663. lnfo@brettibrothers.com 

www.brettibrothers.com x 

We ship worldwide. Follow us on Facebook m 


TRIUMPH Mod. H 550cc 
year 1915 £10,900 


INDIAN Scout 600CC 
year 1920 £17,800 


NORTHANTS CLASSIC 
BIKE CENTRE 

We have moved to 162 Wellingborough Rd, Rushden, Northants NN10 9SU 

Tel: 01933 355525 


1950 BSA CIO 250 £3495 

1974 Honda 750 K4 £6495 

1966 Kavi/asakiWI £4795 

1958 Matchless motocross..£4795 
1960 Norton Dominator 99 ...£7495 

1959 Norton Dominator 99. £6795 

1978 Suzuki GJ7S0 £4995 


1954 Triumph 500TR5C Rep£5995 
1972 Triumph T1 50 Trident. . £4295 
1 963 Triumph Thunderbird. . £7995 

1970 Triumph Bonneville £7795 

1960 Triumph 21 £2995 

1976 Yamaha XS650 £2895 


www.northantsclassicbikes.co.uk 


Viewing and Sales Tuesday to Saturday 
British Bikes bought for cash or sold on commission 


/p. 

\ 






1982 BMW RIOORS lOOOcc £3,000 1967 BSA D7 175cc £1,250 


1923 Packman & Poppe 350cc £8,000 1950'S Swallow Jet 80 £1,750 


1937 BSA Empire Star 350cc £6,500 


1913 Campion 598cc. 


.£13,500 



1924 Sunbeam 350cc £7,500 


1949 Sunbeam S8 500cc £4,500 




1923 Verus 350cc SV £6,350 1926 Zenith 680cc V Twin £21 ,000 


1959Velocette MAC 350cc £4,850 


1919 ABC Skootamota 125cc early British scooter 

1925 AJS Big Port 350cc smart desirable machine 

1926 AJS G2 v-twin 799cc gleaming machine 

1958 ARIEL VH 500cc in maroon 

1932 ARIEL Red Hunter 500cc gleaming 4 valve 

1982 BMW RIOORS lOOOcc German quality 

1951/52 BSA BANTAM D1 125cc choice of 2 

1967 BSA BANTAM D7 175cc pleasant lightweight 

1936 BSA B2 250cc OHV. oily rag 

1946 BSA C11 250CC tidy tele rigid 

1927 BSA L27 350cc full of potential! 

1931 BSA L31/6 350cc similar to Blue Star model 

1937 BSA Empire Star 350cc handsome machine 

1956 BSA B31 350cc lovely rider's machine 

1952 BSA A10 650cc Plunger Flash, practical combination 

1962 BSA A65 650cc handsome machine 

1921 BSA A v-twin 770cc the legendary taxi bike 

1938 BSA G14 v-twin lOOOcc garage discovery 

1913 CAMPION 598CC with Pioneer certificate 

1935 COVENTRY EAGLE 250cc sweet machine 

1936 DOUGLAS 250cc clean bike 

1960/63 EXCELSIOR Consort 98cc choice of 2 

1939 FRANCIS BARNETT Cruiser 250cc handsome pre war stroker.. 

1942 HARLEY DAVIDSON 45WLA 750cc, in civilian trim 

1931 MATCHLESS X3 lOOOcc Big muscle bike 

1957 NORTON 50 350cc tidy machine 

1941 NORTON Big 4 633cc driven wheel sidecar outfit for restoration. 

1923 PACKMAN & POPPE 350cc rare project 

1938 ROYAL ENFIELD J1 500cc interesting machine 

1924 SUNBEAM Model 1 350cc SV fabulous flat tanker 

1931 SUNBEAM Model 10 350cc presentable machine 

1949 SUNBEAM S8 500cc smart in black 

1933 TRIUMPH XO 150cc would enhance any museum 

1934 TRIUMPH 2/5 250cc top of the range model 

1959 TRIUMPH 3TA 350cc presentable machine 

1925 TRIUMPH MODEL P 500cc choice of 2 

1964 TRIUMPH TRW 500cc smooth side valve twin 

1952 TRIUM PH 6 T 650cc smart Thunderbird but noisy engine. 

1933 VELOCETTE GTP 250cc interesting pre war stroker 

1952 VELOCETTE MAC 350cc nice tele rigid 

1959 VELOCETTE MAC 350cc local machine 

1923 VERUS 350CC very rare Blackburne engine flat tanker 

1926 ZENITH 680 SV JAP engine v-twin 


£4750 

£14500 

£20000 

£4500 

£12500 

£3000 

£1750/£2150 

£1250 

£4350 

£3250 

£9000 

£5750 

£6500 

£4000 

£4500 

£4750 

£15250 

£POA 

£13500 

£4000 

£4650 

£1800^12200 

£3500 

£12000 

£20000 

£4250 

£8750 

£8000 

£8000 

£7500 

£6000 

£4500 

£4000 

£5500 

REDUCED £2500 

£8000 

£5000 

Bargain £8650 

£4250 

£5000 

£4850 

£6350 

£21000 


FOR CUR RE/^ STOCK PLUS LXDAOS OF INFO SEE OUR WEBSITE 


www.anclybuysbikes.conn 


GOOD PRICES PAID. IMMEDIATE DECISIONS. NO MESSING 


TEL: Andy or Jo ( 01 728 ) 724321 

Old Railwsy Station, Station Road, Framlinghann, 
Woodbridgo, Suffolk IR1 3 SEE. Fax: (01 728) 723767 
email: andybuysbikes@aol.com Mobile 07802 8961 14 
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Trading place 



BOOK YOUR AD NOW! 


online |W^.classicmotorcvcle.co.uk| ")OSt/fax Fill in the coupon on page 101 email [^eads@classicmotorcvcle.co.ui^ 



BSA BANTAM Grasstrack bike, 
plunger frame, non runner but 
easy project to finish, £500 ono 
Tel. 07969 271 099. Staffs 



BSA C11G runs well, all 
complete, correct colour, £1450 
Tel. 01737 813034. Surrey 



BSA C15 1965 matching 

numbers, stove enamelled frame, 
paintwork good, chrome good, 
MoT Sept 2015, original reg, 
usual oil leak, £1695 Tel. Mick 
01844 353513. Oxfordshire 



BSA C25 Barracuda, 1968, V5C 
on dormant reg, rebuilt all worn 
parts replaced, pro respray, new 
chrome, tyres, exhaust, needs 
some tinkering minor, £1900 Tel. 
01684 563860. Worcs 



DOUGLAS T35S 1947, 
extremely good condition for the 
year, runs and handles well, good 
starter, ride away, £3900 Tel. 
07786 232232. Newcastle 



DUCATI 900SS 1992, 40,888 
miles, good clean reliable bike 
looks & sounds great, new MoT 
ready to go, £1750 Tel. 07720 
741090. Surrey 



FANTIC CHOPPER 125 restored 
sympathetically to a fantastic 
condition, rebuilt engine/ gearbox, 
frame repainted, rechromed, new 
electrics, £3500 spent after barn 
find, £5000 Tel. 07581 212432. 
Notts 



HARLEY DAVIDSON XL1200C 
custom, many chrome extras. 
Screaming Eagle exhausts, 9028 
miles, with MD service history, 
extras include new standard 
exhausts, workshop manual, 
Tel. 02083 022283. Kent 



HONDA CB750KZ full rebuild, 
many bespoke parts, one year’s 
MoT, £4995 Tel. 01206 504150 
for full details. Essex 



FRANCIS-BARNETT 1 927, 1 47cc, 
starts & runs but not when hot, 
gears hard to find, hand change, 
restore over winter for Banbury 
next year, £2700 ono Tel. 01303 
246266. Kent 



HONDA Black Bomber 450, K1 
for restoration, low mileage, 
£1250 Tel. 01462 712807. 

Bedfordshire 



HONDA CBF500 2004, MoT, high 
mileage but vgc, two previous 
owners, Givi box & screen, too 
heavy might swap for a small 
British bike any age, light resto 
considered, £1300 Tel. 01913 
884084; 07812 822897. Durham 



BSA 015 Scrambler, alloy, tank, 
wheels, electronic ignition, reliable 
engine, Swanneck frame, B40 
forks, easily converted to trials 
bike, £1700 Tel. 01787 210865. 
Suffolk 



BSA DBD34 Gold Star 
Clubmans, 1 956, less than 1 000 
miles since professional rebuild, 
Phil Pearson engine assy, much 
stainless, alloy rims, sticky Avons, 
RRT2. Tel. 05603 663989. Linos 



DUCATI SP2 888, 1990, 

5000km, one owner, still with 
orginal tyres, never raced, 
£12,500 Tel. +4520 717909; 
+4542 683460. Copenhagen 
Email. |denlange@hotmail.com| 



FRANCIS-BARNETT Cruiser 91 
Sport, 1964, 250 twin Villiers 2T, 
on Sorn, £2300 Tel. 01454 
850698. Avon 



BSA 015 grass bike, unknown 
frame, alloy rims, tank, new rear 
tyre, battery ignition, 250cc, 
distributor engine, runs well, £900 
ono Tel. 01 787 21 0865. Suffolk 



BSA M20 1 939, £4000 Tel. 01 457 
871417. Oldham 



EXCELSIOR CONSORT 1959, 
older resto running order, no docs 
but reg no can be reclaimed, 
£595 Tel. 01 473 240777. Suffolk 



GREEVES SCOTTISH 1 961 , 250 

alloy barrel, V5, geared for road 
trail use, photo on the road last 
year after renovation, owned 15 
years, plus spares, £2200 Tel. 
01642 711737. North Yorks 



BSA 015 250 trials, fully 
prepared, ready to go, alloy barrel 
with new liner & piston, Carillo 
conrod, new Amal Mk 1 carb & 
much more, £3750 Tel. 07415 
295601. Linos 



BULTACO FRONTERA 1977, 
Mod 180, only 700 miles from 
new, MoT, good original bike, 
£2200 Tel. 07970 638403. Wirral 



EXCELSIOR TALISMAN 250 

1962, good overall condition with 
V5, 14,674 recorded miles, 

original paint, dry stored, ready to 
use, £2300 Tel. 01404 46570. 
Devon 



HARLEY DAVIDSON 1927, 
Model J, good older restored 
condition, nice patina, recent fully 
reconditioned Schebler DLX-38 
(correct for year). Tel. 07973 
204049. Avon 



HONDA AFRICA twin, first reg 
1999 but sports a great private 
plate, genuine 25,000 miles, full 
Givi luggage, heated grips, 
Corbin seat, Remus pipe, near 
new tyres, £4500 ovno Tel. 07801 
090452; 01507 527716. Linos 



HONDA CBR400RR MoT June 
2015, Tri. arm, new tyres, S/S 
exhaust, runs superbly, good 
condition, £875 Tel. 01282 
697827; 07743 850361 . Lancs 



HONDA ANF125 2009 09, MoT 
August 2015, pearlescent red, 
6300 miles only, two owners from 
new, vgc, used for commuting at 
140mpg, garaged when not in 
use, £1200 ono Tel. 07813 
084627. Avon 



HONDA DREAM C72 250cc, 
OHC twin, 1964, restored, 200 
miles since, many nos parts, 
genuine, new whitewall tyres, 
lovely comfortable ride, MoT, 
£4850 Tel. Mike 01386 48007. 
Worcs 



HONDA CB350/4, MoT, almost 
showroom condition, low mileage, 
possible p/x Velo Le or Valiant, 
£3800 Tel. 01 202 773726. Dorset 



HONDA VFR NC24 400cc, 1 997, 
(1987 import), 18,000 miles, in 
Red Bull colours, single sided 
swinging arm, nice bike, bargain 
£695 ono Tel. 01495 759234. 
Gwent 
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CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES LTD 

^ Invest In Recession Proof Classic British Bikes 


VELOCETTE CLASSICS 


^ T TRIUMPH CORNER 


TRIUMPH TRW MilrtoY.SOOcc, TRIUMPH Twenty One 3TA. 
1952 ...£4999 1 958. 350cc £3750 




/US Model 20 Twin Jampot, /US MODEL 14, 1963, 250cc /US CSR 250cc 1964. fully 
500CC.1954 £3999 £1999 restored and pretty £2650 




TRIUMPH Thundertird, 1981, TRIUMPH TR6R, 1981, 744cc. 
649cc, one of only 300 . .£6500 Moryo conversion twin discs.£57S0 


Wishing aii our customers 
a very Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year 
^ - Hope to see you soon si 


VELOCEHE Venom. 1 957. VELOCEHE Thruxton. Total 
498CC £7999 rebuild, stunning. £24,999 



ARIEL VB 600cc1959..£2999 



TRIUMPH Thunderbird, 1961. TRIUMPH T10Q 500cc 1959 
650CC. TR6 LOOKALIKE. £6250 Matching Not £6999 




VELOCEHE Venom Clubman, VELOCETTE MOV 1936 
1963,500cc £11,500 248cc £6999 



VELOCEHE 

Venom. 1957, 

VELOCEHE 

Thruxton, 

500CC. TLS. 

£9999 

1966.500CC... 

....£24,999 


BSA Goldstars, 350, 500, 650cc -i- DB, 

TRIUMPH TR6R Trophy 650cc TRIUMPH TR8R. 1971. 650cc. DBD, RGS CPOA 

1970. Matching Nos . . £7750 n«teblng nos £4999 


250CC.. 


£3999 



BSA BANTAM 01 Rigid 123cc BSA A7SS, 1959, 500cc BSA BANTAM 01 125CC. 1951, 

TRIUMPH Tiger Cub 200cc. TRIUMPH Thunderbird. 1958 1949 £2495 £7999 restored £2250 

1963, original reg £3499 650cc. Matching Nos...£7999 



BSA BANTAM 01. 1952, 123cc 
£1999 I 


VELOCETTE Venom Clubman 
500CC. 1958, MoT'd, full Clive 
Repik restoration £10.999 



TRIUMPH T100R Davtona. TRIUMPH T1 00 500cc 1954. .. BSA B31 350cc, 1954. £3750 BSA A65 Firebird. 1%8. BSA A10 Golden Flash 650cc BSA B40, 1964, 343cc BSA 0B034 Gold Star, 1959. 


650CC. matching nos...n500 1961. TLS, full chain guare 


£4650 



MQTQRCVCLES WANTED TO BUV FOR STOCK • Basket case rusty wrecks to concours 

ARIEL. BSA, HONDA, NORTON, ROYAL ENFIELD, TRIUMPH & VELOCETTE ALL MODELS INCLUDING GIRDER FORKS VINTAGE AND VETERAN 
-VINCENT BLACK SHADOW PART EXCHANGES ALWAYS CONSIDERED - CASH EITHER WAY 


£2750 500CC £17.500 

0 ^^ 











ELECTRIC START CLASSICS 


GIRDER FORK 
SECTION 


DOOR TO DOOR 
DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
THROUGHOUT 
UK & EUROPE. 
WORLD-WIDE SHIPPING 
CAN BE ARRANGED 


Max 1958 247CC.. 
£3999 


SUN Cyclone. 1955, 225cc. . . 
£2250 


FLANORIA PRIMUS 49cc. 
1962, great runner £750 


MOTOBI 250CC Racer. .£3250 


NORMAN Nippy Deluxe 49cc 
1960 £475 


NORTON N15CS. 1965, 750cc 
£9999 


NORTON Model 50 350cc, 1958 
& 1959 choice from £4500 


JAMES Captain, 199cc, for 
restoration, 1965 £1350 


HONDA CD125 for restoration HONDA CD175 Sloper Sports, MATCHLESS Harris G80 1990, 
£1999 1971 £1950 500cc, matching nos... £1999 


MATCHLESS CSR 250cc. 
1%4 £1799 


PANTHER Model 100 rigid 
project, 1950 frame titled 
with 1955 600cc engine £3999 


ROYAL ENFIELD Flying Flea. 
1951 £1999 


ROYAL ENFIELD Prince Airflow, 
148cc,1960 £1600 


1955 650CCTRIT0N ....£7999 


VINCENT Comet, 499cc, 
1951 £19,999 


BSA Goldstar 500 Pearson HOND A 400/4 40Bcc, 1976... 
e/s £22,500 £2999 


KAWASAKI Z250B 1982 HONDA CB450 K1 Black 

250CC T&T 02/15 £1499 Bomber, 1968, 444cc. . . .£7250 


YAMAHA DT175 Enduro, 
1978, 171CC £2250 


YAMAHA 350 YR2C Big Bear 
1969 £2999 


YAMAHA RD250C. 1976.. 


..£4750 


YAMAHA RD250, 1974. £2750 


YAMAHA YB100 Deluxe 97cc, 
1983 £1250 




TRIUMPH Trident T160 1975 YAMAHA XS500 1976, 498cc 
740CC matching nos.. .£8500 £2599 


!l: 01928 788500 MOB: 07979 852000 ASK FOR LAWRENCE 

PO BOX 1, NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE CW8 2RD ’ email; classicbikes1@yahoo.co.ul( 




VISITORS WELCOME WEEKDAYS 9am-5.30pm but please ring first FOR directions ^ 
















Trading place 



JAMES CARGO 
MOTORCYCLE 
SHIPPING 


LONDON +44(0)1753 687 722 
MANCHESTER +44i0)161 046 1339 

w \v w.jamcscargobi kcs.com 


BOOK YOUR AD NOW! onIine |Wm^.classicmotorcycle.co.uk| jost/ fax Fill in the coupon on page 101 email [freeads@classicmotorcvcle.co.ui^ 



HONDA XL1 25 K3, 1977, 13,502 
miles, MoT April 2015, average 
condition for year, new leather 
seat. Tel. 07476 720777. Dorset 



JAMES CADET 1963, MoT, 
original registration, good 
condition, £1350 Tel. 01425 
472993. Hampshire 



JAMES CADET 1954, restored, 
hand painted & running, original 
reg, needs slight work, petrol tank 
peppered & thus lined, new 
spokes/tyres, £1000 ono Tel. 
07815 849505. Avon 



JAMES CCMET 98cc, 1955, ex 
RAF, service history, handbooks 
with V5 and old log book, 
registration 590 UXC, currently on 
Sorn, £1500 Tel. 01252 713142. 
Surrey 



JAMES CAPTAIN L20 1967, 
18,200 miles, all original (RH 
pannier frame missing), stored 
since 2006, in need of restoration, 
£750 Tel. 07800 883352. 
Birmingham 



JAWA 250CC Tour, 1933, 
delightful, restoration project, 
exchange for motorcycle and 
sidecar. Tel. Peter 01 647 432779. 
Devon 



LAVERDA Formula Kevlar, new 
tyres, excellent condition, 1200 
miles from new, £2895 Tel. 01206 
504150. Essex 



MAICC BLIZZARD 1963, 250, 
very rare German two stroke road 
bike, totally restored, new wheels, 
tyres battery etc, MoT April, 
£2450 Tel. 01366 348020. 
Norfolk 



MATCHLESS G3L EX-WD 1 944, 
350CC. Tel. 07425 050183. 
London 



NCRBSA 650 1960, Featherbed 
frame, rebuilt Super Rocket 
engine, thousands spent, 
beautiful bike, must be seen, 
£5600 ono Tel. 07783 557810. 
Wiltshire 



NCRTCN Big 4, 1954, lovely 
condition, original reg, with green 
logbook + V5C, matching 
numbers, quiet original engine, 
new chrome rims/spokes nearly 
new tyres, £4950 Tel. 01275 
853080; 07785 555892. Somerset 



RCYAL ENFIELD WD/C, 1944, 
350cc, side valve, good condition, 
matching engine frame numbers, 
rebuilt, 1982, used for VMCC, 
girder fork, runs, £3500 Tel. 01271 
269264. North Devon 



RCYAL ENFIELD 500 Electra X, 
2006, 5 Speed, kick & electric 
start, MoT August 2015, 22,000 
miles, screen, heated grips, 
£1 550 Tel. 07770 41 3529. Devon 



NCRTCN DCMINATCR 500SS 
matching numbers, tuned heads, 
pistons & high lift cams, new 
Akrot ally rims with stainless 
spokes, very low mileage, £8000 
Tel. 07909 912543. Glasgow 



RCYAL ENFIELD Continental 
250, earlier restoration, MoT July 
2015, free tax, a good clean 
useable bike, chrome in good 
condition, powder coated frame, 
£3400 make an offer Tel. 07801 
722747. Kent 



SUNBEAM S8 1952, 12V Boyer 
ignition, easy starter, good 
looking bike, lots of paperwork, 
£3900 Tel. 01 728 663706. Suffolk 



TRITCN TRIPLE lOOOcc T150V, 
wideline frame by Dresda, twin 
plug head. Arrows con-rods. Billet 
alloy yokes, much more, a real 
handful, £6750 Tel. Tony 07702 
083988. Somerset 



TRIUMPH Speed Twin, 1961 , for 
restoration, engine needs 
reassembling, new pistons, etc, 
non matching rolling chassis no 
docs, £1450 ono Tel. Mike 07783 
557810. Wiltshire 



NCRTCN NAVIGATCR 350, 
1962, lovely restoration in black 
and silver, 12V electrics, MoT, tax 
exempt a great classic bike in 
good running order, £2750 Tel. 
01297 5521 31. Devon 



RCYAL ENFIELD 350T, 2008, 
3000 miles, excellent runner, very 
reliable, ideal for long distance 
trials & green lanes, new MoT, 
£1 000 Tel. 01 305 463069. Dorset 



SUZUKI 250 T20 ready to race, 
four crank bearings, Mikuni 32, 
electronic ignition, piston Honda 
CR1 25, alloy tank. Nova gear box 
& more, choice of two. Tel. 06717 
13356. France 



TRIUMPH Speed Twin, 1954, 
T100 alloy engine, 1957, earlier 
restoration, stainless wheels, new 
everything, runs well lovely bike, 
£5500 Tel. 01 535 611181. West 
Yorks 



RICKMAN METISSE reg road 
legal scrambler, BSA Victor engine 
with Rickman/Weslake 490cc 
upgrade, electronic ignition, blue 
fibreglass, alloy rims, Rickman 
brakes, excellent bike, £4950 Tel. 
01462 621537. Hertfordshire 



RCYAL ENFIELD Constellation, 
700cc, 1961, same owner since 
1975, seat & mudguards not 
original but period, all else original 
and unmolested, £3675 cash on 
collection Tel. 02392 264580. 
Hants 



SUZUKI 450GS 1987, 

immaculate original condition, 
very low mileage, many new 
parts, only used on club runs, will 
have full MoT, £1 075 Tel. 0791 9 
158173. Hampshire 



TRIUMPH 110 1960, Bathtub 
model, fitted with Thunderbird 
engine, very good condition, 
starts and runs well, £3750 Tel. 
01797 361344; 07709 658866. 
Kent 



RICKMAN Z1000 rare, recent 
CMM feature bike, long MoT, 
professionally resprayed, low 
miles, optional wire-wheels & 
alloy rims, mint condition £6000 
Tel. 07788 442155. Somerset 



RCYAL ENFIELD Constellation, 
1959, 700cc, original buff 

registration book, registered 
historic bike, very smart 
condition, £3750 Tel. 01304 
366320; 07964 519885. Kent 



SUZUKI GSX250EX 1980, 
excellent original condition, 
genuine 4753 miles, part of my 
late fathers collection he owned it 
since 1982, friend purchased it 
new, £1100 ono Tel. 07854 
437246. Derbyshire 



TRIUMPH 3TA 350cc, 1967 
registered in good condition, runs 
very well, one owner in last 36 
years, £3500 ono Tel. 07919 
273163. West Midlands 
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ELM VILLA CLASSICS 

CASH WAITING FOR BRITISH BIKES • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 


1968 Matchless G15 red 1969 S Type Norton Commando 

£5500 red £5750 


1977 Kawasaki KZ 1000 red 1977 Honda 400 Four blue 
£3500 £2500 

1967 BSA 650 Hornet red £4500 

1969 BSA Firebird Scrambler red £4000 

1980 Honda 750/Four £2000 

1962 Triumph 21 blue £1500 

1977 Triumph T140 £3500 

1978 Vespa 125 £1500 

1985 Yamaha 600 Diversion £600 

1997 Yamaha Thunderace £1500 

Mob: 07717 153780 Tel: 01379 588115 
Email: mward2012@btinternet.com 


Jacksons of Knebworth 

Sales, Service & 

Repairs of all 
classic, vintage 
& veteran 
motorcycles 

BIKES FOR SALE 

AJS 350, 1962, very good condition £2495 

EXCELSIOR TALISMAN TWIN, 1955, first class restoration to a very 

high standard £3995 

JAMES CAPTAIN, 1957, 197cc, restored eOlJII £1595 

JAMES 197, I960, very clean £1495 

MATCHLESS 250, 1960, in excellent condition £2995 

ROYAL ENFIELD 500 Twin, 1952, in good order £3995 

ROYAL ENFIELD 500, 2004, (65), 5 speed, 10,000 km .MliP £1995 

ROYAL ENFIELD 500 DL, 2000, 4000 miles only, black and chrome 

tank, sports exhaust, stage 1 tuning £2395 

ROYAL ENFIELD 500 Trials ARRIVING SOON 

TRIUMPH Model H, 1919, 550cc combination wicker chair. 

Older restoration but unused since CALL FOR DETAILS 

PROJECTS IN NEED OF WORK 
SUZUKI FZ50, 1980’s moped • ENFIELD/ZUNDAP 50cc moped 1980s 
SPARES 

ATCO 1920’s Lawnmower with Villiers 2 stroke engine, complete 

and original £395 

FULL TOURING FAIRING and MATCHING HARD PANNIERS 
+ mountings etc in black, suit large 1980's bike £195 

Royal BIKES WANTED 

Enfield specialist for CASH 

124 London Road, Knebworth, Herts SG3 GEY 
01438 812928 

harvey-jackson@btconnect.com 







www.drclassic.co.uk 

D. R. Qas»c Motorojcles Itb. (Burton-upon-Trent) Tel: 01283 536379 Post-war British & German Classic bike enthusiasts 



1958 Triumph 5T speed twin, 
matching £4650 



1959 AJS model 31 all matching, 
sweet runner £3950 



1967TriumphT120 Bonneville, UK 
beauty £7450 



1961 Triumph T21, 350cc matching 
beauty £3650 



1973 Norton MKII 850cc 
Commando excellent bike,.,. £6250 



1954 Matchless G3LS, club 
authenticity, all matching £2750 



D.R. Classic Motorcycles Ltdr 

VIEWING STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!!! 

07889 292536 
richard@drclassic.co.uk 


Export no problem 


CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES 
ALWAYS WANTED! 

Bikes & collections bought outright 
for cash! In all conditions. 
Delivery & Collection Service 


Many more bikes!! Range of 50-60s & 70's classics always in stock - Check out the website! 

www.drclassic.co.uk 
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TRIUMPH 1200 Daytona, full 
power model, good condition, 
some history MoT October 201 5, 
new tyres, standard pipes, all 
original, £1300 one Tel. 07960 
715045. Norwich 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE Silver 
Jubilee T1 40, 750cc, Ltd Edition, 
unrestored condition, only two 
owners from new, p/x taken 
bargain, £3650 ono Tel. 07443 
642408. West Yorkshire 



TRIUMPH MX500 1972, 5TA 
engine, B50MX oil in frame, 
complete bike, stored for 30 
years, ideal restoration project, 
offers over £2500 Tel. 07956 
024349. West Midlands 



TRIUMPH T140E Bonneville, 
1980, good condition, runs well, 
belt primary drive, MoT August 
2015, rideaway, £3650 ovno Tel. 
01406 422366. Linos 



TRIUMPH TR6RV 1972, mint 
condition, all receipts, full rebuild, 
oif model, easy starter, p/x taken, 
£4500 ono Tel. 07443 642408. 
West Yorks 



VESPA SUPER 150CC Racer, 
1966 Italian Scooter, just 90 
genuine miles, concours condition, 
complete nuts and bolts rebuild, 
both serial numbers match, must 
be seen to fully appreciate, £4950 
Tel. 01694 923979. Shropshire 



sidecar blue metallic, 12 volts, 
electrics & indicators, new 
exhaust & silencers, new 
carburetters, good tyres, good 
condition, £4250 Tel. 01132 
771364. West Yorkshire 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T120R, 
1968 model, complete rebuild all 
new chrome, paint etc, only 35 
miles since rebuild, beautiful bike, 
you won’t find better, £9000 ono 
Tel. 07535 092539. West 

Midlands 



TRIUMPH T110 1958, restored 
mechanically and cosmetically, 
lovely condition, £6500 ono Tel. 
01787 311254. Suffolk 



TRIUMPH THRUXTON 2004, 
Cafe Racer, immaculate condition, 
MoT July 2015, lots of extras, 
phone for full spec, £2950 ovno 
Tel. 07510 854868. Northern 
Ireland 



TRIUMPH TR6SR 1965, rare 
American model, rebuilt engine, 
resprayed in original colours, 2 I/s 
front brake, 12V electrics, 
matching numbers, MoT, £5500 
consider p/x, project, why? Tel. 
01379 897184. Suffolk 



YAMAHA 250 YDS3, with original 
British paper, 1965, engine in 
parts more pictures by email, 
€1600 Tel. +3332 5403027. 
France. Email, barmigianol ©free.frl 



TRIUMPH 3TA 1961, MoT 
historic tax, used regularly all 
correct, metal ware frame engine, 
reg no, all matching, £3250 Tel. 
01 234 213911. Bedfordshire 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE Jubilee 
Special, 1977, one of 1000 made 
for UK, original bike with the 
addition of electronic ignition for 
smoother running, MoT June 
2015, 29,000 miles Tel. 07710 
308696. Bedfordshire 



TRIUMPH T120R 1969, excellent 
condition, £7250 Tel. 01737 
642075. Surrey 



TRIUMPH THUNDERBIRD 

1962, 650 bathtub, rebuilt to a 
fantastic condition with matching 
frame and engine no, s/s r/s 
powder coated frame comes with 
custom built trailer, £7500 Tel. 
01872 273979. Cornwall 



TRIUMPH TROPHY TR6 1956, 
650cc twin, matching numbers, 
Siamese exhaust, shell blue 
finish, superb condition, £7850 
Tel. 01462 621537. Hertfordshire 



YAMAHA XV750SE 1981, rare 
original UK model, truly 
exceptional condition, 15,800 
miles, three previous owners, 
recent battery & rear tyre on Sorn 
but MoT till June 2015, £2250 
ono Tel. 07989 126223. Leics 



TRIUMPH 5T 1957, pre-unit, 
unused sine 1973, matching 
numbers, original reg no, restored 
mid 90s, many new parts, £3200 
Tel. 01633 484038. Gwent 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE Duplex 
T120, 1962, American model, 
matching numbers, five speed 
gear box, fully restored, mint 
condition, £14,000 Tel. 01432 
820391. Herefordshire 



TRIUMPH T120V Bonneville, 
1972, restored this year, £4500 
Tel. 07802 294445. Dorset 



TRIUMPH THUNDERBIRD 1 957, 
blue, 4500 miles since older 
renovation, matching nos and 
original reg very clean, £6000 
ovno Tel. Frank 07864 028862. 
Hampshire 



TRIUMPH TROPHY TR6SS 

1964, matching numbers, 
restored, excellent condition, 
Boyer Electronic Ignition, MoT 
July 201 5, £7250 ono Tel. 07979 
703913. Avon 



YAMAHA XJ600N 1999, spares 
or repair, needs new top end, 
Renthal bars, comes with new 
head gasket, £300 ono Tel. 
07914 537931. Herts 



TRIUMPH ADVENTURER black 
& silver, 1998, street triple rims, 
Daytona forks, twin stoppers up 
front, single seat, back rack, twin 
headlights, mini pod instruments, 
£2500 no offers Tel. 01673 
308673. Linos 



TRIUMPH DAYTONA Super III, 
20,400 miles, excellent condition, 
MoT ran out Sept needs new 
tyres, few spares, Haynes 
manual, £2800 Tel. 01226 
291362. South Yorks 



TRIUMPH T140E project, missing 
exhausts and headlamp brackets, 
engine turns, £1950 ono Tel. 
01670 816967. Northumberland 



TRIUMPH TR5 Trophy, 1952, 
rigid, genuine matching numbers 
machine, supplied by Allan 
Jefferies, original logbook + V5C, 
£10,000 Tel. 01325 464690. 



TRIUMPH TRW 1952, 500SV 
refurbished 2008, interesting 
story about return from Pakistan 
(Classic Motorcycle 2012), used 
regularly, runs smoothly, £4200 
Tel. 07887 622966. Bucks 


ROAD TAX IS NOW 
NON-TRANSFERABLE 


New government rules mean vehicles 
can no longer be sold complete with 
road tax. If there is any road tax 
remaining on a vehicle you're selling 
contact the DVLAfor a refund. You 
now have to apply for new road tax 
whenever you buy a whinlp 
For more info, vi'sil\www gov ul^ 

government/news/V&hlci^-T^iy- 

changes 

We have made every effort to 

remove any mention of vehicle 
tax but please ignore any which 
may have slipped through. 


1 08 THE CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE | JANUARY 2015 












BOOKS 


BRAKE SHOES & CLUTCH PLATES 


METAL FINISHING 


NUTS ANO BOLTS 


Pooks Books 


BUY, SELL, SWAP 

Books, Brochures, 
Mags, Manuals 

Shop at Fowke St, Rothley, Leics 
TEL: 0116 237 6222 
0116 237 6661 
FAX: 0116 237 6491 



ELECTRICAL 




FROM FARADAY TO MODERN DAY 


REWINDS- 

MAGNETOS 
DYNAMOS 
ARAAATURES 
FIELD COILS 

r ^ 


REPAIRS 


ARM0T0.C0.uk 


CHESTERFIELD 01 246 452111 



Don’t Slip it • Grip it 

Brake Shoes & Clutch Plates 
professionally re-lined with top quality 


NON-ASBESTOS 


materials for veteran, road and 
competition use. 

Oversize linings if required. 
Alloy brake shoe casting. 

All makes and models catered for at 
competitive prices. 

UK collection and delivery. 

SRFTEK<« 

1 Rawfolds ind Est 
Bradford Road, Cleckheaton 
West Yorks BD19 5LT 
01 274 862666 

Web siteiwww.saftek.co.uki 
Email l sales @ saftek.co. ukj 


To advertise 
call 
Sarah 
on 

01507 529418 

ELECTRICAL 


PAUL GOFF 


versKMis to conv 

it 



WE SHIP WORLDWIDE 


REGULATOR/ RECTIFIER 

A REG regulator/reclifier for 6/12V systems, 
versKMis to cortverl from 6/12V & 3 phase £35.95 

DYNAMO VOLTAGE 
REGULATOR 

V Reg 2a 6/1 2 V 
dynamo regulator 

£45.95 diflerent headllghls. DAYTIME RIDING LIGHTS FROM £4.00 

ETHANOL PROOF PETROL TAPS £9.95 62 Clare Rd, Prestwood, Bucks HP16 ONU 

01494 868218 www.norbsa02.freeuk.com 


GIRLING REPLICAS Top quality 

Ariel. Triumph. Norton arxJ BSA Chrome 
springs £74.95 * £6.50 P&P 
or shrouded £79.95 + £6.50 P&P ^ 

QUARTZ HALOGEN BULBS & LEDS 

Brighter replacements for pitot, mcficalor, stoprtail and many 
diflerent headllghls. DAYTIME RIDING LIGHTS FROM £4.G 


FORK AND TANK REPAIRS 


tanks@unit24.biz 


FUEL TANK REPAIR CENTRE 

Now in Chiisworthy, Devon 

Specialising in the appiication of high quality ethanol-resistant liners. 
Dent removal, leak repair and pressure testing by 

Metal Magic. 

Bespoke paint finishes by Unit 24 Ltd. 

Phone: 01409 254750 Mob: 07585 606433 
Email: tanks @unit24.biz 
www.unit24.biz 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 


POLISHING & CHROMING 



heritage Claaska 


Kst. 

1985 


Celebrating Our 29 Years 

I THK I RIL MPH SPECIALIS I S IN SPARES, REPAIRS & RESTOR.A1TON 
MAIN uppoinlccl agents for chrnine plating in Hast Anglia with 
a mail order service. 

Wheelbuikiing, all aspects of paintwork and stove enamelling. 

I Machines currently uruler huild and for .sale. 

^ ^ Resluration project 1959 T1 10 POA 

Phone for details: Kevin 01206 21 1954 anytime on this number 
Email : heritageclassics @ btconnect.com 
Please visit www.heritageclassicmotorcycles.co.uk 



5 and 6b Aultone Yard, Aultone Way, Carshalton, 
Surrey, SMS 2LH 
Tel/Fax 020 8647 3123 
www.collinschemicalblacking.co.uk 

Founded in 1966 

• ANODISING 

• BLACKING ON EXHAUSTS 

• CHEMICAL BLACKING 

• CHROME PLATING 

• NICKEL PLATING 

• POLISHING 

• SHOT AND BEAD BLASTING 

• VAPOUR BLASTING 

• ZINC PLATING 

- BRIGHT, COLOUR, BLACK & OLIVE 

• STOVE ENAMELLING 

SPECIALISTS IN CLASSIC BIKES & CARS 
Nationwide Collection & Delivery Service 
ALL WORK CARRIED OUT TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS GUARANTEED 


5% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD! J 



Custom 

Fastenersas 


Established 1977 


We stock a huge range of nuts, 
bolts, washers & screws in; 
O CHROME 
O STAINLESS STEEL 
Metric, Metric Fine, UNF, UNC, 
BA, BSF, WHIT & Cycle 
threads available 


Order Online at: 

www.custom-fasteners.co.uk 


Emaihinfo® custom-fasteners.co.uk 


POWDER COATING 


SPECIAL OFFER 


FRAME and SWINGARM 

any size shot blasted and polyester powder 
coated, followed by hot coat. 



Triple ‘S’ Powder Coating 

The Motorcycle Coating Specialists 

Unlike our competition, we do not paint 
garden chairs or office furniture. 

So you can be sure we will not Just rush 
your valuable parts through with some 
industrial Job lot. 

UK collection & delivery service 



RESTORATION 


MOTORCYCLE SEAT 
RENOVATION SERVICE 

SUPPLIERS OF NEW SEATS FOR MOST BRITISH CLASSIC BIKES 

LOOSE COVERS & EOAMS SUPPLIED 

Please phone for details and price list 


R.K. LEIGHTON 

Unit 2, Partridge Court, Price Street, Birminghani 154 6JZ 
Tel: 0121 359 0514 Fax: 0121 333 3130 
Email: info@rk-leigliton.co.uk www.rk-leigliton.co.uk 


SEATS 



Specialists can carry out alt custom work to motorcycle seats, covering them in vinyl, 
leather and many real and faux animal skins. We supply and fit gel pads, memory foam 
and many sundries involved with our business. FREE 

We provide a while you wait service to all our customers, 
or a 24hr courier service for mail order work. 


DELIVERY 


Viking Motorcycle Seat Specialist •Tel: 07977 874075 

X www.viking-motorcycle-seats.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/leetheseat 


SHOT BLASTING 


%' 


4 


Announcing our new ISyr’^ anti corrosion warranty 
Quality work is priceless. Don’t leave it to chance do it once do it right. 
All work comes as standard 5 year warranty 


Collection & delivery throughout the UK & EU. No Job too small. 
www.ctc-powder-coating.co.uk www.powdefcoated-customcarparts.co.uk email: insbpcl@googlemail.com 

2a-3a Benbridge Ind Est Heybridge, Maldon, Essex CM9 4ER Tel. 01621 841100 
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FOR SALE 


AJS 250CC Model R12, 1930, all 
original, stored since 1950, 
valuable number, original logbook, 
rare motorcycle, £6500 Tel. Albert 
02088 944704. Twickenham. 
ARIEL GOLDEN ARROW 1964, 
Super Sport, matching numbers 
and good transferable number, 
fully restored to show winning 
condition, fabulous 1960s 
machine, £3500 ono Tel. 01522 
703687. Linos. 

BMW F650 1994, sell/swap good 
Enfield, Jawa, MZ, £700 Tel. 
01793 487282. Wiltshire. 

BSA A10 Golden Flash, black, 
£3995, AJS Model 20, £3500, 
Francis-Barnett Falcon, £1250, all 
excellent condition. Tel. 01777 
701957; 07745 567248. Notts. 
HONDA CBX250RSE 1984 
DOHC, 15,000 miles. Mot Feb 
2015, mechanics very good, 
cosmetics reasongable, all there, 
original, £700 ono Tel. 01287 
636372. North Yorkshire. 
HONDA DREAM 50 miniature 
masterpiece conceived to 
commemorate Hondas 1962 
works racer, brand new, 1997, 0 
miles, rare and stunning collectors 
item, £5000 Tel. 01522 703687. 
Linos. 

HONDA ST1100 Pan European, 
1996, only 60k miles, good 
condition, ultra reliable, MoT, 
Baglux tank cover, heated grips, 
stainless exhaust, Givi topbox & 
panniers, £1850 Tel. 07434 
323754. Hants. 

HONDA XBR new tyres, new 
battery, new MoT, 33,000 miles, 
1988, £1650 ovno Tel. 01730 
823406. Hampshire. 

JAMES CADET 98cc, very nice 
original condition, year 1960, 
original reg number, first to see will 
buy, £1150 Tel. 07443 642408. 
West Yorkshire. 

MORGAN F4 three wheeler, 1949, 
ring for more details. £1 4,000 Tel. 
01865 7391 12. Oxford. 

MOTO GUZZI original stunning 
Le Mans III, recently serviced, 
new cables, all oils replaced, 
shaft, shocks, engine & gearbox, 
new tyres, original tool kit, 7201 
miles, Tel. 07921 556369. Kent. 
ROYAL ENFIELD 350cc Bullet, 
1956, Redditch made, complete 
& original, valuable number plate, 
all documentation Inc original reg 
doc, for restoration, £3000 Tel. 
01243 820412. West Sussex. 
TRIUMPH T120 Bonneville, 
Thruxton, 10 built by the factory 
for the Thruxton 500 mile race 
June 1959, this bike finished 4th 
only seven entered the race. Tel. 
Roy 01227 791875. Kent. 
VELOCETTE VOGUE 1 965, with 
panniers, windscreen, Sorn for 
recommission, includes stock or 
spares, some old stock, reducing 
collection, £1500 Tel. 01243 
263941 . West Sussex. 

YAMAHA RD200DX 1979, 
complete bike, found in a barn 
ideal for runner or spares, needs 
a seat, £550 Tel. 07518 061739. 
Derbyshire. 


YAMAHA T MAX 500cc scooter, 
mileage 16,974 km, stored nine 
years, as new condition, possible 
deal. Royal Enfield, B40 Bantam, 
£1200 Tel. 02392 713432. 

Hampshire. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


ALBION two speed gearbox, 
approx 1920, in good order, £60 
plus p&p Tel. 01491 680712. 
Oxon. 

BOX OF BSA BITS there is a cut 
out box, but I know nothing about 
motor bikes, there is also a gasket 
set, £25 Tel. 07801 080495. West 
Sussex. 

BRADSHAW oil cooled engine 
No 3710 made by James 
Walmsiey Preston, engine stripped 
some years ago but all parts there 
except magneto. £150 cash on 
collection Tel. 01829 260603. 
Cheshire. 

BSA M20 Military rear mudguard, 
1 939 type with side valences, p/x 
for kicksart, sprung pillion pad, 
pillion footrests or sell for best 
offer. Tel. 07971 223707. South 
Yorks. 

HONDA VF500FII engine & 
gearbox, spares, starter motors, 
alternators, crankcases, crank 
shafts, rods & pistons, all sensibly 
priced. Tel. 01262 488672. East 
Yorkshire. 

KAWASAKI W800 unused pair 
exhaust/silencers, £600 Tel. 
01 661 853032. Tyne & Wear. 
LEVIS ENGINE 21 1 cc two stroke 
possible veteran No 3772 A 
complete, £350. Jap 300cc 
engine complete, £350, both 
include p&p. Tel. 01491 680712. 
Berks. 

MATCHLESS G9500 crankcases, 
both in good condition, c/w 
c/bearing housing, timing cover, 
£150 Tel. 01262 488672. East 
Yorkshire. 

MV FAIRING side panel, £80. 
Norvic belt drive kit, cat no 
069218, £160. Phoenix Triumph 
SU carb, £90. Rickman Enfield 
s/arm,£50. Tel. 07969 879304 or 
02077 021318. London. 
NORTON GEARBOX ex/Atlas 
c/w clutch, G/B sprocket, £300. 
Norton 99 engine c/w disi no carb 
and plates, £300. Norton 
Dominator, front wheel, £20. 
Norton Dominator timing cover, 
£10. Glass fibre petrol tank, suit 
slimline frame, £30. Pair of 
Marzochi forks, suit scrambler 
unused, £100. Norton twin work 
shop manual, £5 Tel. 01352 
711163. Flintshire. 

TRIUMPH PARTS: pre-unit 
gearbox, outer cover, £30. 
Inner cover, £30, speedo drive 
16T, £16. Dunlop rim WM2 x 
18, £5. Unit mudguard front 
steel to fit 1966 bike advance 
and retard unit, £10. Mainshaft 
high gear 26T T1382, £5 all 
plus postage. Tel. 01933 
355796. Northants. 

TRIUMPH TLS WHEEL rebuilt 
hub, new spokes complete 
brake and spindle photos 
available + postage, £300 ono 
Tel. 01252 782336. Surrey. 


WANTED 


ANY MAKE OR SIZE classic 
motorcycle wanted from a basket 
case to one in nice or restored 
condition, cash waiting. Tel. 
George 0781 1 189755. Staff. 
ANY TWIN large single 
exchange for Mercedes SLK 3.2 
SE, 45,000 miles, 2002, excellent 
condition, plus cash for good 
bike. Tel. 07454 12149. South 
Wales. 

BRITISH BIKE and/or spares 
wanted or classis foreign bike 
wanted. BSA pre-unit swinging 
arm twin downtube frame wanted 
also. Tel. 07854 500851. 

Merseyside. 

BSA B25 Starfire or Barracuda 
any condition considered. Tel. 
Steve 01326 290092. Cornwall. 
BSA B31 registration PWN 361 , 
1957, owned by me 1968 to 
1970, sold in Cardiff, any 
information on it welcomed, I 
would be interested to own it 
again. Tel. Andy 01788 547016. 
Warwickshire. 

BSA B40 ENGINE any condition 
but must be complete or very 
near complete. Tel. 07986 
735619. Mid Glamorgan. 

BSA C15 1965 on, wanted for 
good home, any condition 
considered. Tel. Steve 01326 
290092. Cornwall. 

CAN ANYONE HELP information/ 
photos wanted on my 1959 
Triumph 5TA, Reg No: YOF 103. 
It was sold by 'King's' of 
Birmingham on 5th May 1 959 but 
DVLA can only provide 
information from 1977 onwards. 
Tel. 01983 756366; 07825 

998580. Isle of Wight. 
EXCHANGE BSA A10 alloy head 
with new valve insert, guides and 
modified for two carbs, for a one 
carb alloy head. Tel. 07828 
755038. Greater Manchester. 
HONDA CB72 1960s model or 
CB77 wanted, any (stood for 
years!) condition, have Mote 
Guzzi V5, 90% done, for 

exchange or cash, offer. Tel. 
01978 842668. Clwyd. 
KAWASAKI Z1 Z1A or Z1B, 
ideally looking for Z1 but Z1A or 
Z1 B equally considered, must be 
in good original condition and 
fitted with sound 4-4 exhaust. 
Tel. 01 323 74001 1 . East Sussex. 
KAWASAKI Z400J front calipers 
(belive Z1000J fit) and Z400J 
exhaust either original or 
aftermarket. Tel. 07772 417859. 
West Glamorgan. 

LOOKING FOR project wreck, 
basket case, of pre-war 
motorcycle 500cc and more, I 
prefer V-twin but any offer will be 
considered. Tel. 07927 567712. 
Kent. 

NORTON Model 50 cylinder 
barrel, mid 1930s, good price paid. 
Tel. 07703 192921 . East Sussex. 
SUZUKI TR50/MR41 engine 
wanted, or parts, good money 
paid, also Victoria '50' engine or 
parts both Circa 1963-67. Tel. 
01784 455066; 07775 558399. 
Middx. 


TRIUMPH DUAL SEAT as fitted 
to the 1958/5, TR6-T120 or the 
metal base for one. Tel. Roy 
01227 791875. Kent. 

TRIUMPH T120 Bonneville to 
restore UK model, complete bike 
with or without old log book, V5 
frame, engine or any parts for 
1958/59, 650, 500 models. Tel. 
Roy 01227 791875. Kent. 
TRYING TO TRACK DOWN a 
bike that my late father used to 
own, BSA Golden Flash, reg 
BSO405, please get in touch if 
you can help. Tel. 01561 360283. 
Aberdeenshire. 

UNIFORM WORN by /V\ Patrols 
in the 1950s/60s, while riding 
M21 road service outfits, 
particularly cap and coat but will 
consider anything. Tel. Jim 07751 
419378; 0208 3864589. Herts. 
WANTED BSA A10 whole bike or 
parts, any parts to help with RGS 
projects will buy, in USA have 
family to help. Tel. 01142 862020. 
Sheffield. 

WANTED CLASSIC Cafe Racer 
or Special, anything considered 
running or not, also looking for a 
classic scrambler will travel 
anywhere pay cash on collection. 
Tel. 07931 557018; 01613 

350497 eve. Lancs. 

WANTED PARTS FOR Honda 
CB250K4 Super Sport, 1972, 
seat, mudguards, gear lever & 
linkage, rear number plate 
bracket, plus other parts. Tel. 
01 823 353225. Somerset. 
WANTED TRIUMPH unit 500cc 
engine, 5TA, T100R, T100SS etc 
cash waiting for right engine. Also 
any parts for the above bikes. 
Tel. Dave 07884 075408. West 
Yorkshire. 

WANTED VINCENT literature, 
anything, any language & bike 
mags, badges etc, swap MV 
books, mag articles, USA books, 
mags, etc, trucks, cars, planes, 
WW1&2, wildlife, wildwest, etc. 
Tel. 01277 200530. Essex. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


APRILLIA RS250 Workshop 
manual, parts book & Challenge 
Cup manual, new, untouched, 
factory reprint 2014, bike sold so 
no longer needed, £98 plus £10 
post UK. Please contact for post 
price if overseas. Tel. Daz 01983 
299277. Hampshire. 

BOX VAN TRAILER luxury 8ft x 
5ft, two or three bike transport or 
secure storage, galvanised body, 
translucent roof, high security, as 
new, cost £3300 accept £2000 
ono. Tel. 01522 703687. 

Lincolnshire. 

HUNTER STYLE MOTORCYCLE 

boots, excellent condition, size 
nine, cost new £1 65 will take £50. 
Tel. 01285 861462. Wiltshire. 
KAWASAKI service manual 
Z250, £10 Tel. 01793 487282. 
Wilshire. 

MOTOR CYCLING Personalities 
Sallon Daily Mirror, Shell Mex BP 
Publishers, 1957, 54 pages past 
present personalities, £45 free 
postage Tel. 07968 659967. 
Surrey. 


MAGAZINES collection: The 
Classic Motorcycle, 343 items 
including June/July Special 30th 
Anniversary Re-issue 1 991 -201 1 ; 
June/July 1 981 , Feb to Dec 1 985, 
two complete years 1 987 & 1 986; 
23 complete years 1 991 to 201 3. 
Also picture Archives: 'Only 
Yesterday,' issue Nov 1987, 'From 
our Archives.' Special reprints: 
Tourist Trophy June, 1939; The 
International, July 1937; 30th 
Birthday, March 1933; 
Brooklands Handicapping, April 
1908, plus calendars, phone for 
details. £175 Tel. 07813357824. 
Kelso. 

MOTORCYCLE BOOK FOR 
BOYS 1928, Iliffe Sons Ltd 
London, 195 pages, restored 
spine, £55 post free. Tel. 02083 
997541 . Surrey. 

MOTORCYCLE CLOTHING 

leathers Belstaff and Barbour 
gear, male and female balaclavas, 
gloves and helmets, offers. Tel. 
01531 822982 or 07855 184655. 
Gloucestershire. 

TRAILER two bike Trailer Tek fully 
galvanized includes loading 
ramp, jockey wheel, spare wheel 
plus bracket bike channels can 
be altered to suit one or two 
bikes. Tel. 01621 782620. Essex. 
REGISTRATION NUMBER Mark 
2 ANN on retention document, 
£20,000 ono also RPP44, £4000 
ono on retention document. Tel. 
Roy 01227 791875. Kent. 
WORKSHOP SALE: Motorcycle 
lift, Sealy, 365kg, £120. 

Compressor & spray equipment, 
£125. Large blast cabinet, guns 
etc, £25. Single trail, £120. Tel. 
01959 522227. Kent. 


Late flat tank Sunbeam 

wanted, prefer original machine, 
w.h.y. Tel. mobile 07802 
896114. (T). AN530893C 


Andy Tiernan buys all pre war 

BSA's especially v-twins. Tel. 
01728 724321 (T) or email: 

|a ndybuysbikes@aol.com] 

AN530892C 

Dynamos, Dynamos, Dynamos, 

dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos. Paul Dunn 
01782-856839. (T). pa528207C 


Wanted British autojumble 

spares or part projects, BSA, 
Norton, Triumph etc. Try us on 
top prices, friendly family firm 
for over 20 years. Collect 
anywhere especially Midlands, 
Stoke, Birmingham, 

Manchester, Nottingham, 

Derby. Tel. P. Dunn Dynamos, 
S-o-T 01782-856839. (T). 

PA528208C 



JAMES CARGO 
MOTORCYCLE 
SHIPPING 


LONDON 
+44(0)1753 687 722 


MANCHESTER 
+44(0)161 946 1339 


www.jamescargobikes.com 

Specialists in Worldwide Motorcycle Shipping 
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SHOCK ABSORBERS 


SPARES 



UNIT TWINS COMMANDO 750/850 

a TRIPLES ROOKET 

HINCKLEY MODELS D9/% 3 

Carl Rosner Ltd spISSsSSke 

Sanderstsad Station Approach, Sanderstead Road. 
South Croydon, Surrey CR2 OPL 
Tat: 020-8657 0121 Fax: 0206651 0596 _ 

Bst E-mail: triumph0carlro8rwr.co.uk 
42 years www.cariro8rwr.co.uk 


SPEEDO REPAIRS 


Chronometric Instrument Services 

British Motorcycle Instrument Specialist 


WE CAN SUPPLY, REPAIR AND RESTORE THE CORRECT CHRONOMETRIC 
INSTRUMENTS FOR ANY BRITISH MOTORCYCLE FROM 1929 TO 1963! 

• Over 200 concours chronometric instruments in stock • Repairs from £40 

• Please contact me with your requirements for a firm quotation! 

01 1 59 2061 56 info@chronometrics.co.uk 

Unit 21b, The Sherbrook Business Centre, Sherbrook Road, 
Daybrook, Nottingham NG5 GAT 


www.chronometrics.co.uk 



EXCHANGE 

476612 


^^lan Bartr^ 


t 3 ot ^hronometrics repaired, restored, recalibrated, f ^70 

Jl— | Also clocks to anti-clock conversions 14 

uor? (speedo's or rev counters), PA speedos, 8 day 

and Quartz clocks, prewar amp meters. 

All instruments to original specs. Fast efficient service - 
* Reasonable prices 1 2 months guarantee. 

WE ARE ALSO HAPPY TO PURCHASE FAULTY SPEEDO'S OR TAKE THEM IN PART 
Ian Bertram, Enfield Mill Lane, Barnby, Beccles, Suffolk NR34 7PZ.Tel 01502 


TRANSFERS J TRANSPORT 



Shipping abroad? 

Then speak to 

OAKBRIDGE 

INTERNATIONAL 

an overseas removal company 
run by classic bike riders. 

• HOME CONTENTS • 

• STORAGE • 

• FULL CASE PACKING 
MOTORCYCLES AT OUR 
WAREHOUSE • 

Contact Oakbridge on 

01799 513 366 

for free advice and quotations 
www.oakbridge- 
international.com 



Deadline for advertising 
in the next issue is 
Monday December 15 
On sale Friday January 2 


Vintage & Veteran 


The Friendly Motorcycle People 



1920 New Hudson 1918 New Imperial V-Twin 

superb £11,500 £19,995 


1920 New Hudson 1918 New Imperial V-Twin 

superb £11,500 £19,995 

1923 Raleigh Bam Find £7250 

1933 Velocette KSS Mkl £16,500 

1934 Velocette KSS Mkl £16,500 

1936 Velocette KSS Mkll £13,500 

1937 Velocette KSS Mkll £16,500 

1911 Triumph with Mahon clutch £13,995 

1907 Griffon - auction Feb Bonhams Paris 

1934 Norton ES2/Inter £21,000 

1947 Scott Flying Squirrel £7250 

1913 BSA3.1/2HP £25,000 

1920 Triumph H outfit £15,995 

1932 Rudge Special £12,500 

1930 Rudge Works Racer Rep £15,000 

1916 Rudge Multi WD £16,500 

1946 Ariel Square Four project £6500 

1930 Ariel Square Four part restored £TBA 


Please see our website for more photos and more hikes 
We also supply ball «fe roller bearings for 
older vehicles and classic oil & lubricants 

www.vinandvet.com 01283 509562 





digitally from £2.75 
PLUS bonus free issue 


AppStore 




fil II 

111 1 



SMm 

liiii 


M i Vi i! 

1 i fi A 


www.mor1ons.co.uk/TCM 
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Having trouble finding a 
copy of this magazine? 
Why not Just Ask your local 
newsagent to reserve you a 
copy each month? 
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MKI CONCENTRIC CARBURETTER 


PRECISION engineered easily serviceable pilot circuit 
if SUPERIOR hard anodised throttle slide for longer life 
if GENUINE AMALjets and needles for accurate carburation 
if EXCELLENT tick-over and pick-up performance 
^ IMPROVED petrol consumption 
it STAY-UP FLOAT ethanol resistant & adjustable 

All our AMAL carburetters come with a two year guarantee. 

Most original specifications are available, please ask for details 




The AMAL Carburetter Company, Spitfire House, Castle Road, Salisbury, SP1 3SB, England 
Tel: 01722 412500 1 Fax: 01722 334221 | E-mail: info(a)amalcarb.co.uk | Web: www.amalcarb.co.uk 


Dragonfly Motorcycles 



I 


Specialist in; Amal Ariel BSA Burman Bearings 
& Classic motorcycles 

All models from the 20’s to 70’s Yes, ALL models 

As a Christmas gift, we’re adding an extra 1096 to 
all gift vouchers, so have a drink to celebrate! 
Give Draganfly a call or find them online. 

New BSA’S! Introducing B40, B25 & C25I 


We’ve polished the website to include spare parts for these 

motorbikes. 



Because of the festivities we will be closing from the 
25th December to the 1st January. 

Gift vouchers must be purchased before the 25th December and can only be redeemed 
after the 25th December. 



www.draganfiy.co.uk - 01986 894798 
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' Classic Camera | Lake District touring 

Hardknott Pass, 1955 



more picturesque setting few could 
imagine, where two mountains converge to 
form the sweeping valley of Hardknott Pass 
in the Lake District. 

This photograph pertains to a 

particularly expressive story of a sojourn through the scenic 
uplands of England, which was published in The Motor Cycle 
in August 1955. There is some uncertainty as to the identity of 
the pair travelling astride the motorcycle, as no names were 
included in the original article (though the gentleman could 
possibly be Bob Humber, the original author of the piece), but 
there can be little doubt that the machine itself is of AMC 
design. It is most probably a 500cc Matchless G80 single, as that 
would have been easily capable of and more suitable to tackling 
hills of varying sizes even with a pillion passenger; the 
distinctive AMC forks and the merest glimpse of that telltale 
winged 'M' tank badge are what give it away. 


The article itself is not a first-person account of an actual tour of 
the Lakeland mountains, but rather a detailed guide to the area 
and its roads from the perspective of a motorcyclist - a practical 
piece of reportage. Incidentally, a section of the road on which our 
intrepid motorcycling friends are cruising is one of the steepest 
gradients in England. 

Hardknott itself is a fell, close in proximity to its neighbour, 
Harter Eell, just south of Scafell Pike. Though small in comparison 
with other British mountains such as Mount Snowdon or Ben 
Nevis, Scafell Pike still dominates the scene. It may be the smallest 
of the British Three Peaks, but it is the largest mountain in England 
by a good 50 feet. 

The journey pictured here constitutes a trip east from 
Ambleside, which was used as a base, through the Little Langdale 
valley, the Wrynose Pass and the Hardknott Pass. The ride skirts 
the River Esk, with Ulpha and Seathwaite to the south. Bow Eell 
and Scafell Pike to the north. 
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Swiss movement, English heart 


C8 PILOT MKII VINTAGE EDITION 


ChrWARD 


Swiss made / 26 jewel automatic movement / 38 hour power reserve / Balance 
w heel view ing window / Old radium SuperLuminova' liands and indices / 
Diameter: 44mm / Calibre: Scllita S\V200-1 


EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE AT christopheiAvard.co.uk 



YESTERDAYS ANTIQUE MOTORCYCLES 





Pannenweg 260, 6031 RK Nederweert, The Netherlands 


1913 Matchless 770cc 2-speed 
Euro 35,000 


1913 Triumph 500cc Clutch hub 
Euro 17,500 


1913 Reading Standard 1030cc 
Euro 68,500 



1936 AJS 500CC OHC 36/10 
Euro 35,000 


1909 Premier 600cc Vee twin 
Euro 29,500 


FN 4 cyl. 500CC Euro 52,500 



1921 Battershill, wooden frame 
2y2HP Euro 14,950 


1908 Motosacoche MT. . .Euro 12,500 1923 IVY Three 350cc Euro 12,750 



WANTED: Not only BROUGH SS 100, LEON BOLLEE, MEGOLA HILDEBRAND & WOLEMULLER, PENNINGTON, 
HOLDEN, but also any pre ‘40 500-I000cc SV, OHV, OHC and 4 cyl. Machines. 


nn PRICES IN EUROS 

WE HAVE 100+ BEAUTIFUL MACHINES, STILL TOO MANY TO LIST! 


Tel: 0031 495 546054 Fax: 0031 495 526763 www.yesterdays.nl 

e-mail: office@yesterdays.nl 

Visitors by appointment. \Ne ship worldwide at cost. 







